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Welcome to Northallerton
Sixth Form College 
Dear Student,

Thank you for your interest in Northallerton Sixth Form College. I am delighted that you are 
considering becoming a student here. We are very proud of our Sixth Form provision which is 
“big enough to provide and small enough to care” and year on year our results are good.

Students tell us they enjoy the Sixth Form experience and particularly welcome the extra  
support their teachers are happy to provide to enable them to fulfil their potential. The success 
of the students speaks for itself. Every year virtually every student moves on to further success 
in higher education or employment with training. This includes winning places at Oxford and 
Cambridge and other Russell Group universities as well as prestigious higher level 
apprenticeships and even places in the country’s top music conservatoires.

We have a highly qualified and committed staff, a broad range of subjects on offer and  
excellent study and social facilities. There is a mature learning environment that is supportive, 
exciting and appropriately challenging. There is a great variety of extra curricular activities 
available as well as volunteering and work experience opportunities. We think Northallerton 
Sixth Form College is a great place to study and has a proven track record of equipping students 
to successfully meet their aspirations.

I hope that you will see for yourself at our Open Evening all we have to offer and why we are so 
proud of our Sixth Form and our students. You may also like to contact Mrs Kathryn Redpath 
(Head of Sixth Form) if you wish to discuss any facet of our provision in more detail or come for 
a one to one visit at a later date.

If you wish to discuss any facet of our provision in more detail or come in for a one to one visit 
please contact Mrs Kathryn Redpath, Head of Sixth Form.

Mrs V Rahn, Head of School
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Making the right choices
for you 

Making choices about which courses to follow obviously requires a lot of careful thought and research. This information is given 
to help guide you through the decision making process and provide you with some useful website addresses. If you wish to  
discuss your choices, prior to making an application, please contact the sixth form team.

If you are considering going on to university and, in particular to a very competitive university, it is worth checking out what the 
Russell Group of Universities recommend regarding subject choices. However, you may have plans to pursue a more vocational 
route at college and then on to university or employment with training. It is worth looking on the UCAS website to check which 
subjects these universities/employers prefer.

Mrs Redpath - Head of Sixth Form
Email: kredpath@arete.uk
Tel: 01609 773340

Mr Cadell - Assistant Head of Sixth Form
Email: mcadell@arete.uk
Tel: 01609 773340

Russell Group University advice - www.russellgroup.ac.uk

University Applications - www.ucas.co.uk

The Uni Guide - www.theuniguide.co.uk/courses 

Careers information - www.careersbox.co.uk

National Careers Service - https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/

The Sixth Form Team Useful websites to consider
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A Choice of
Pathways 
Which pathway is best suited to you? Which subjects do you need if you wish to go to university? How do you like to learn best? 
Do you prefer coursework? Which subjects do you currently enjoy?

These are some of the questions you will ask yourself when trying to choose the right pathway for your Sixth Form studies. This 
is a personal decision and one that we will discuss with you during your Sixth Form interview in the Spring Term.

As well as the main path of study, you will 
also have on your timetable:

The Pathways:
In AdditionPathways Type of courses Examples

A Level Academic 
Pathway

Students choose 3 A level subjects, 
which are examined at the end of Year 
13. Occasionally some students may be 
allowed to take 4 subjects.

Chemistry, Physics and Maths

English, History and French 

Economics, Maths and OCR Ext 
Cert Business Studies 

OCR Diploma in Health and 
Social Care plus OCR Ext Cert in 
Science

OCR Diploma in Health and 
Social Care with A Level English 
Language

OCR Cambridge Tech Extended 
Diploma in Health and Social 
Care

OR
Students could take a single vocational 
course instead of one A level subject

Students choose a combination of OCR 
diploma and/or certificate vocational 
courses

OR
Students could replace a vocational 
choice with an academic A level

Full time vocational course

Level 3 Vocational 
Pathway

1 Directed study time 
to complete work set by your teachers

2 Learning 4 Life
for careers guidance and one-to-one 
tutoring support

3 Enrichment activities
sport, work experience or volunteering

4 The Extended Project Qualification
(an optional extra)

5 GCSE resit English and Maths 
(compulsory for students who have 
not already achieved 4 or above 
grades in these subjects)



Next Steps Guidance
We believe that individual guidance onto the right courses and personalised careers advice is critical to ensure students have high 
aspirations and are matched to the right courses, ready to move on.

All our Y12 students spend a week out on a relevant, appropriate work placement in the summer, whilst others opt for a weekly 
placement to develop their skills and knowledge.

In Summer 2021 all of our Year 13 students embarked on their chosen path.

Competition for university places is strong, but with good, sound advice and guidance, of those students who applied  100%  gained 
a place.

We also place great importance on supporting students who wish to pursue the higher level apprenticeship route or who want to 
take a ‘gap year’. Students can request an individual careers interview, attend focus groups for careers guidance or use the careers 
planner software with guidance from their experienced personal tutor.

Northallerton School & Sixth Form College have helped set me up 
for future success. By working closely with my form tutor I have 
been able to set challenging but achievable goals to drive me to 
success. Throughout one to one sessions with my tutor and a trip to 
the UCAS conference, I have been able to understand the options 
available to further my education. The work experience week in July 
helped me further my understanding into the profession I think I 
would like to go into. There’s been many opportunities to gain help 
with my personal statement and application for university by all in 
the sixth form team.

I recently shadowed a Senior criminal barrister in Middlesbrough 
Crown Court before a jury. I witnessed several serious cases which 
I found really interesting and was intrigued by how the defence and 
prosecution presented their arguments. I watched the effects that 
the trial had upon the witnesses, complainants, defendant and 
family members and even the experienced professionals conducting 
the case. From this I have gained language skills that I have been 
able to use in my subjects and have broadened my knowledge and 
understanding for what I would like to do in the future.
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Enrichment 
Ski Trip
“The last 2 years, I have been on the college ski trip 
arranged by Miss Hunter. I first went on the ski trip 
when I was in year 10, I had previous skiing 
experience but none of my friends going did, but 
every ability was accommodated for and we all 
loved every second. Over the course of the week 
everyone had the opportunity to see the beautiful 
mountain views with their instructor and group. 
Each day we stopped at different mountain side 
cafés for lunch before carrying on skiing in the 
afternoon. Each evening we were served a 
3-course meal at the hotel before evening activities 
which included a trip to Salzburg, quiz night, games 
night and swimming. It was an amazing experience 
which made me want to return the next year 
without a doubt.

The ski trip is an invaluable opportunity to learn a 
new skill, visit a new country and meet people 
across the 4 year groups. It is a fantastic experience 
and I would highly recommend it to anyone with 
any level of skiing ability in the school or sixth form.”

Climbing Club
We have a weekly climbing club where students 
of varying ages and abilities conquer their fears 
and learn new team work and communication 
skills by getting up our indoor 20 foot high 
climbing wall.

Drama Production
Each year the Northallerton School Production is 
a major event in the school calendar. Involving 
students from Year 7 to 13, the dedicated 
company work from September to March to 
create consistently high quality entertainment. 

Over recent years we have presented a wide 
range of productions, from plays including 'His 
Dark Materials', 'The Caucasian Chalk Circle' and 
'Alice' to high energy musicals such as 'Hairspray' 
and '9 to 5: The Musical'.

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, we were unable 
to present our 2020 production of 'Annie', despite 
all the cast's hard work, and 2021 saw a 
performance hiatus for safety reasons. However, 
we are very excited to be returning in 2022 when 
our talented cast, including many from our Sixth 
Form, will be 'all in this together' with our next full 
school production of Disney's 'High School 
Musical'.
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Sixth Form 
Transport
The County Council provides transport assistance for sixth form students if they live more than 3 miles away from the college 
and if the college is the nearest establishment offering a course that the Authority consider suitable to a student's career choice. 
Currently the annual cost for a Paid Travel Permit is £618. For families on low income, or on FSM or receive means tested 
benefits they may qualify for assistance, this must be applied for using the form found on 
www.northyorks.gov.uk/transport-sixth-form-or-college

Students should apply for transport assistance in late May / early June so that their travel pass can be arranged in good time for 
the start of their course.

Students who travel from rural villages may be provided with transport from their village, or they may be offered a mileage 
allowance to get them to the nearest pickup point.

Students travelling from any area served by the Dales and District Public bus service can currently travel with a student ID card.

Some Sixth Form students are eligible to receive 
a bursary (see page 12 for further information). 
In order to be eligible the student’s household 
income should be £35,000 or below and if 
students are in receipt of this funding, it can be 
used to purchase a travel permit through 
advanced payments set up by the college 
Finance Office. If students are in care or care 
leavers or receive certain benefits in their own 
right they are also eligible for the bursary.

Student Bursary

www.northyorks.gov.uk/transport-sixth-form-or-college


Worried about the financial cost of staying on in Sixth Form?
You could be eligible for a Northallerton Sixth Form College 16-19 Bursary!

01609 773340
Please contact Mrs V Hopes in the Finance Office for further information.

University interviews &
Open days 

Course related
trips 

Books and Equipment
for courses

Any other related costs 

Meals whilst at
college 

Transport Costs 
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Your
Application
Once you have decided which courses you 
would like to study you need to complete an 
application form with your initial choices. 
You can complete the online application 
form on the college website.

It is advisable to return your application 
form by mid December, we will start sixth 
form interviews in the spring term.

Dates for your diary
Sixth Form Enrolment Day -
Thursday 25th August 2022 - 10am - 1:30pm
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Smaller class sizes have 
benefited me greatly during 

my time at Northallerton 
Sixth Form as this enables 

you to spend more time with 
teachers and get greater 
support with my subjects.

Beth
Sixth Form 
Student

12



New Horizons For 
Our A Level Students
Heading into a new era and celebrating some great 
results, Northallerton School & Sixth Form College 
held its Year 13 Results Day in its brand new, 
state-of-the-art Sixth Form Centre. The school is 
thrilled to report some outstanding achievements by 
its students in their A-levels and other qualifications 
this summer.

These are some of the many destinations of this 
year’s students:

Emily Jade Steckles is going to Northumbria 

University to study Midwifery Studies, she said, “I am 
so happy and relieved. I feel like I’ve been really 
well-supported, I have loved my time here.”

Sam McVeigh is going to Durham University to study 
Physics, “I want to say a massive thank you to the 
school and all my teachers for the past seven years. 
The quality of teaching has been amazing and I 
couldn’t have wanted for any more. Thank you!” 

Sam’s dad, Allan McVeigh, said, “Huge thanks to the 
school for its exceptional commitment to Sam’s 
education throughout his time at Northallerton 
School & Sixth Form College. The quality of teaching 
has been absolutely first class and to have 
maintained this standard during the pandemic as 
well, only highlights further the calibre of the teaching 
staff. With Sam’s GCSE results and now his A levels, 
we just couldn’t have hoped for a better outcome.”

This year, following the cancellation of exams, 
grades were awarded through a process of teacher 
assessed grades, against a national standard that 
was approved and awarded by the exam boards. 
The government is not publishing performance data 
for any schools or colleges this year due to the 
varying impact of the pandemic.

Kathryn Redpath, Head of Sixth Form, said: “We’re 
proud of all our students. Students and staff have 
worked really hard to secure a wide range of 
destinations. Once again, students are moving onto 
so many exciting next steps and we are thrilled for 
them. While celebrating the achievements of our 
Year 13 students, we are also looking forward to 
welcoming in a new era of teaching our post-16 
students on our new site.

Vicki Rahn, Head of School said: “We are extremely 
proud of all the work and achievements of our 
students, especially after such a difficult and 
disrupted year. Our teachers have worked tirelessly 
to ensure students are all able to progress onto 
further education, apprenticeships and employment. 
We look forward to seeing what they will achieve in 
the future. 

It has been a real pleasure today to celebrate this 
year’s results with our students and we wish them all 
the very best with their next steps. I am very grateful 
to all the staff at Northallerton School & Sixth Form 
College for the care and support they have provided 
to our Year 13 students throughout this challenging 
year.”

Richard Crane, CEO of the Aretė Learning Trust said: 
“Despite all of the challenges that students and staff 
have faced during the last academic year, we are 
delighted to celebrate their achievements and 
success in terms of what they have achieved. I’d like 
to thank the students and teachers for all of their 
hard work, and parents/carers and families for all of 
the support they have provided for our students 
throughout their time at Northallerton School & Sixth 
Form College. We wish all of Y13 every success for 
the future”.

We move to our brand new, state-of-the-art Sixth 
Form Centre in September, our Sixth Form Open 
Evening is on Thursday 21st October, 6-8pm and 
everyone is welcome. If you would like more 
information about our Sixth Form, please contact 
Kathryn Redpath on
enquiries@northallertonschool.org.uk

In The News



Sam McVeigh and Laura Reynolds secured the 
Cuthbert Cross, an annual award presented to two 
students that ‘best exemplify our school values of 
friendship, excellence and respect and have done 
the most to enhance the reputation of the school’. 
The Cuthbert Cross was first awarded in 1910 and 
represents the school’s historical association with 
Durham Cathedral.

For Laura, 17 of Northallerton, the accolade was the 
culmination of school days that saw her spending 
most nights in the drama studio rehearsing for 
school plays.

The 17-year-old also represented the school and 
local community by participating in the week long 
‘Rotary Youth Leadership Award’ and was fortunate 
enough to be selected for sponsorship. Laura also 
represented the school in numerous awards 
evenings, Christmas concerts, sports events and 
open evenings. Since returning to school after 
lockdown, Laura hosted the new ‘Ask the Alumni’ 
series in which she interviewed several past 
members of the school, speaking to them about their 
time at Northallerton and what they achieved since 
learning school.

Laura who plans to read history and politics at the 
University of Liverpool said “I’m very grateful to have 
been chosen for the Cuthbert Cross, particularly with 
such worthy nominees, it was a lovely way to end 
my time at Northallerton School.”

Sam, 18, of Northallerton, was rewarded for his 
efforts, which included litter picking around 
Northallerton every week, supporting the SAIL 
mentoring programme, helping out at GCSE and A 
Level open evenings and volunteering at Beechwood 
Care Home.

Sam who plans to read physics at the University of 
Durham said “It’s a huge honour to be awarded the 
Cuthbert Cross, I’m over the moon.”

Kathryn Redpath, Head of Sixth Form said “We are 
incredibly impressed and proud of our Cuthbert 
Cross winners who have gone above and beyond in 
supporting and representing our school and college 
community; both Sam and Laura have been 

Students Receive 
Prestigious Award

outstanding students and ambassadors and we are 
grateful for the time and commitment they have 
shown; we wish them both the very best for the 
future”.

In The News
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Katlego
Sixth Form 
Student

Northallerton Sixth Form is 
a caring and welcoming 

place to learn. The teachers 
give us lots of support to 
help us achieve our best.
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Art AQA 

Why study Art?
Art offers you the opportunity to be imaginative, creative and 
expressive, developing your own individual ideas through a 
series of  bespoke projects. This course combines well with 
media, drama and many other subjects.

What does the course consist of?
The course is delivered through a series of exciting projects 
which offer scope for individual interpretation and 
development. Projects are practical in nature and are 
supported with demonstrations and examples to enhance 
understanding. Project briefs give a clear structure to each 
piece of work and guidance is given on a one to one basis 
throughout. Visits to galleries are used as a springboard to 
inspire individual projects.

How is the course assessed?
Unit 1 ( 60%) Personal investigation
Candidates submit one major project which includes a written 
related study that must be between 1000-3000 words. 
Internally assessed and externally moderated.

Unit 2 (40%) Portfolio of work
Externally set exam question. Internally assessed and 
externally moderated.

What are the entry requirements?
Entry into the course requires enthusiasm and commitment to 
develop independent creative skills. Achieving a grade 5 at 
GCSE is a prerequisite for the course.

What might this course lead to?
The course combines well with many subjects in higher and 
further education and develops many transferable skills. The 
course enables students to build a portfolio of work suitable 
for entry into foundation or degree level art.

Contact for further information
sallsop@arete.uk

You get a real sense of freedom 
and the class sizes are small.

Georgia
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SCAN ME
Contact for further information

astephenson@arete.ukBiology AQA 

Why study Biology?
Biology is the study of the wonder of the natural world.  The 
physiology and biochemistry of organisms is underpinned by 
their evolution, itself a product of interactions and selection 
across evolutionary time.  By studying A-level biology you will 
gain an insight into the wide-ranging and fascinating world 
around you, developing the skills and techniques necessary to 
better understand the processes behind life. 

What does the course consist of?
Eight units (split into various sub-units) covering:
Year 12
Biological molecules, cells and cell transport, the immune 
system, exchange and mass transport systems, variation, 
evolution and biodiversity and ecology.

Year 13
Cellular processes, Energy transfers in ecosystems, Stimuli 
and nervous responses, Homoeostasis, Genetic inheritance 
and Gene technologies.

Units incorporate a variety of practical activities including the 
twelve Required Practicals set by the exam board (that must 
be completed by all students), discussions, individual and 
group work, presentations, problem solving and 
research-based activities.

How is the course assessed?
There are three exams at the end of the two-year course 
(Paper 1, covering content completed in Year 12; Paper 2, 
covering content covered in Year 13; Paper 3, incorporating all 
learning at A-Level plus a synoptic essay). Students will also 
complete a series of Required Practicals across both years of 
study - those who complete these to a satisfactory standard 
will receive Practical Endorsement.

What are the entry requirements?
GCSE Grade 6 in Biology and one other science (or a 6,6 in 
Combined Science), Grade 6 in Maths, Grade 6 in English 
Language.

What might this course lead to?
Biology A-level is not just about going on to be a ‘biologist’ - it 
is vital for those considering a career in medical sciences, 
dentistry or veterinary science. If you are interested in 
agriculture, sport and fitness, psychology or even engineering 
biology is also highly beneficial - it is a subject that develops 
mathematical, analytical, research and practical skills and so 
forms a solid foundation for excellence in a great number of 
other fields.

https://qrco.de/bcSdld


Business Studies OCR Cambridge Technical 

Why study Business Studies?
Businesses are at the heart of the community; they develop 
innovation, create wealth and lead the way in enhancing the 
skills of the UK workforce.

What does the course consist of?
You will study 5 units - 2 in Year 12 and 3 in Year 13. 

Year 12
The business environment and customers and 
communication.

Year 13
Working in business, human resources and international 
business.

How is the course assessed?
The business environment and working in business are 
externally assessed. The other units are assessed internally 
and externally moderated in the summer term.

What are the entry requirements?
5 GCSEs grades 4 or above, including English and maths.

What might this course lead to?
The course is equivalent to 1 A level and will allow you to 
further your studies in business or a related area. It can be 
combined with other A level subjects for study at higher 
education. Additionally the skills and knowledge obtained will 
provide a sound basis for employment in a business related 
profession.

The teaching is high quality 
with small class sizes for lots 

of support.

Josh

SCAN ME
Contact for further information

kredpath@arete.uk
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Chemistry AQA 

Why study Chemistry?
Chemistry is involved in so many parts of daily life such as 
food, medicine, clothing, cosmetics, energy, health and the 
atmosphere to list just a few. Studying chemistry at A-Level 
provides you with a much deeper understanding of some of 
the key concepts covered at GCSE such as bonding and pH. 
Chemistry is fundamentally a practical subject and as such 
you will complete a wide range of practical tasks learning new 
techniques and using specialist apparatus. These tasks 
include oxidising alcohols and synthesizing aspirin.

What does the course consist of?
The course is broken down into 3 main areas: organic, 
inorganic and physical chemistry which are spread over both 
years so you will be taught a varied range of topics in both 
Year 12 and Year 13.

There are 12 required practicals which are completed at their 
relevant stage in the course and allow many new practical 
techniques to be developed.

How is the course assessed?
There are 3 exams at the end of the 2 year course and the 
required practicals must all be completed and all 
competencies met to pass that component of the course.

What are the entry requirements?
A grade 6 in GCSE chemistry or 6,6 in double science and a 6 
in English and maths.

What might this course lead to?
Chemistry is a must for anyone considering a career in 
medicine, dentistry or veterinary science. It is also highly 
regarded for many other degree courses as the skills 
developed on the course such as problem solving, analysis 
and practical skills are all transferable. There are many 
careers that an interest in chemistry could lead you to such as 
chemical engineering, pharmacy, analytical chemistry or 
biochemistry.

Learning is easier because 
of the small class sizes.

Daniel

SCAN ME
Contact for further information

idonaldson@arete.uk
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Drama & Theatre Studies Pearson

Why study Drama?
Drama is a highly practical exploration of theatre that will 
enhance your practical drama skills whilst broadening your 
views of what theatre is and how it can communicate to 
audiences in a creative and encouraging environment.

What does the course consist of?
Over the course you will explore a range of theatre texts, 
styles and practitioners. In Component 1 you will create an 
original performance from a textual stimulus, linked to a 
theatre practitioner and produce a written portfolio that tracks 
the process. 

In Component 2, you interpret 2 script extracts in 
performance; 1 as a group, and 1 as a monologue/duologue. 
For Component 3, we study 2 contrasting set texts practically 
from the perspective of the performer, designer and director, 
linking to practitioners and original performance conditions.

How is the course assessed?
Component 1
Internally assessed and externally moderated.

Component 2
Assessed live by a visiting examiner.

Component 3
Assessed through a written examination.

What are the entry requirements?
A minimum of 5 GCSEs grade 4 or above including English. 
GCSE Drama at Grade 4 or above is desirable, but not 
essential. 

What might this course lead to?
Many of our students go on to study Drama and Performing 
Arts courses at University, whilst the subject also opens up a 
wide range of opportunities within the media and 
entertainment industries. The skills developed by Drama 
students are highly sought after in a wide range of industries 
and job roles, providing many opportunities for students.

SCAN ME
Contact for further information

nstimson@arete.uk
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SCAN ME
Contact for further information

e.james@stokesleyschool.orgEconomics AQA 

Why study Economics?
Economics is all about the real and ever changing world from 
the perspective of real organisations and individuals 
concerned with solving the problem of scarcity and the 
distribution of resources.  

What does the course consist of?
4 units over two years

The operation of markets and market failure
The national economy in a global context
Individuals, firms, markets and market failure
The national and international economy

How is the course assessed?
3 exams at the end of Year 13. Each exam is 2 hours long. 
Each exam contributes equally to the overall grade.

What are the entry requirements?
A minimum of 5 GCSEs grade 4 or above including English 
and mathematics. 

What might this course lead to?
Economics is a recognised academic subject and combines 
well with almost any subject. Taken with humanities subjects 
like geography and history, or English and French, economics 
provides a base for courses such as management, 
accountancy, retail, banking, law or becoming an 
entrepreneur. It can also be combined with maths and 
sciences to provide additional skills for engineering.

The class sizes are not too big 
so you get a lot of attention and 

feedback from teachers.

Kady
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SCAN ME
Contact for further information

nwatkins@arete.ukEnglish Language AQA 

Why study English Language?
Studying ‘A’ Level English Language gives you the opportunity 
to explore this fascinating aspect of all our lives in much 
greater depth. It combines really well with a whole host of 
other subjects in the arts, humanities and sciences. It also 
helps improve your written and spoken communication as 
well as your ability to read closely and for meaning.

What does the course consist of?
You will develop the vocabulary to analyse language in detail 
but you are also introduced to whole new areas of study. You 
get to investigate diverse topics such as gender, accent & 
dialect, occupation, acquisition, change, power and others. 
You also get to develop your creative writing skills through the 
coursework element of the course.

How is the course assessed?
80% of the qualification is assessed via two exams at the end 
of the course. The rest of the marks are awarded for 
coursework which consists of original writing, an analytic 
commentary and an in-depth language investigation.

What are the entry requirements?
Students will be expected to have achieved a grade 6 in an 
English GCSE or have shown a clear aptitude for the subject.

What might this course lead to?
The qualification provides an excellent entry point to further 
study in a wide range of subjects, including literature, history, 
linguistics, education and the media. It helps you to develop 
skills which are crucial to an enormous number of jobs and 
careers.

English Language has a 
relaxed learning environment 

and is very interactive.

Jess
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English Literature AQA 

Why study English Literature?
Studying literature will allow you to immerse yourself in 
poetry, prose and drama texts in a more insightful and 
thoughtful way. You will find out about the lives and concerns 
of writers as well as consider the social and cultural influences 
of the time. You will learn new literary terminology to help you 
become a more critical reader and an evaluative writer. 

What does the course consist of?
You will study two prose texts, two drama texts (one being a 
Shakespeare play) and a variety of modern and older poetry. 
You will also have the opportunity to undertake a more 
independent study of two texts in Y13 to fulfil the coursework 
requirement.

How is the course assessed?
80% of the qualification is assessed via three exams at the 
end of the course. The rest of the marks are awarded for 
coursework which consists of a study of two independent 
texts.

What are the entry requirements?
Students will be expected to have achieved a grade 6 in an 
English GCSE or have shown a clear aptitude for the subject.

What might this course lead to?
The qualification (a facilitating subject) provides an excellent 
entry point to further study in a wide range of subjects, 
including literature, history, linguistics, education, law and the 
media. It helps you to develop skills which are crucial to an 
enormous number of jobs and careers and is a highly 
respected qualification.

Studying English Literature at A 
level has allowed me to enjoy 

engaging with texts at a deeper 
level and express my own 

opinion more freely.

Sophie

SCAN ME
Contact for further information

mherbert@arete.uk
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SCAN ME
Contact for further information

natton@arete.ukFurther Mathematics AQA 

Why study Further Mathematics?
If you have a real interest in studying maths this course will 
allow you to develop your mathematical skills further and 
wider than the normal A level syllabus.

What does the course consist of?
You will study 3 topics over two years - pure mathematics 
(half of the course), mechanics (one sixth of the course) and 
statistics (one sixth of the course). The final sixth of the course 
will be either extra mechanics or extra statistics.  

How is the course assessed?
3 exams and the end of Year 13

Core mathematics - 2hrs 40 mins
Mechanics - 2 hours 15 mins or 1 hour 15 mins
Statistics - 2 hours 15 mins or 1 hour 15 mins

What are the entry requirements?
5 GCSE passes at grades 4-9, including a GCSE grade 8 or 9 
in mathematics. 

What might this course lead to?
A qualification in further maths is often essential if you wish to 
go on and study mathematics, engineering or sciences at 
Russell Group Universities.

It’s been really good to start 
sixth form knowing the 

teachers; the familiarity really 
helps you progress.

Harry
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SCAN ME
Contact for further information

csmart@arete.ukGeography AQA 

Why study Geography?
Geography is a subject which is so important in today's 
changing world. The subject offers you in depth analysis of 
both human and physical geography and the interactions 
between them. The course helps you to analyse challenges 
and solutions to the globes problems. 

What does the course consist of?
The course looks at a range of topics such as hazards, water 
and carbon cycles, Global systems and governance, changing 
places, coastal landscapes, resource management and 
contemporary urban environments. Additionally field work is 
an essential part of the course and 4 trips are organised over 
the course for you to develop these essential skills.

How is the course assessed?
Paper 1 Physical Geography 
2.5 hours - 40% of A level

Paper 2 Human Geography
2.5 hours - 40% of A level

Component 3 Geography fieldwork investigation
3000-4000 words on a topic of your choice - 20% of A Level

What are the entry requirements?
Students need a grade 6 in Geography and at least 5 others 
grade 5 (Including grade 5 in English and maths).

What might this course lead to?
Geography students are some of the most employable 
because they develop key skills which employers are looking 
for- careers such as town planning, hazard impact 
management, flood engineering, coastal protection, 
environment agency.

Learning is active and 
exciting. 

Joe

https://qrco.de/bcSdjp


Health & Social Care
OCR Cambridge Technicals

Why study Health & Social Care?
Whether it’s a career in Health, Social care or Education or 
generally working with people such as in the police, then this 
course has a lot to offer and could be for you. 

Are you passionate about improving the mental health of the 
nation; nursing the elderly or working on a neonatal ward; 
providing better care for the disabled, being a social worker or 
working in prisons?  Or do you see yourself as a paramedic, 
midwife, counsellor or dental nurse? These are just a few 
career possibilities to pursue from this course.

What does the course consist of?
We offer 3 levels :    

Extended Certificate (equivalent to 1 A level)
Diploma (equivalent to 2 A levels)
Extended Diploma ( equivalent to 3 A levels)

We cover a wide range of units: building positive 
relationships, health and safety, personalised and patient 
centred approaches, anatomy and physiology, safeguarding, 
the impact of long term physiological conditions, infection 
control, working with people with learning disabilities, 
nutrition, creative activities with children, mental health and 
sexual health and relationships.

How is the course assessed?
A mixture of external exams and externally moderated 
coursework.

What are the entry requirements?
A minimum of 5 GCSEs at level 4 and above including English 
and preferably science.

What might this course lead to?
Degree courses at university or apprenticeships, including 
degree apprenticeships.

SCAN ME
Contact for further information

ccook@arete.uk
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History AQA 

Why study History?
History is fascinating. Studying it at A-level will give you 
knowledge of some of the most important periods in British 
and European history - knowledge that is vital for 
understanding our societies today.

What does the course consist of?
The first unit is a breadth study, covering 100 years of Stuart 
Britain between 1603 and 1702. The second unit is a depth 
study of Weimar and Nazi Germany between 1918 and 1945. 
You will also complete an independent research piece on 
Russia under the Tsars and the Soviets.

How is the course assessed?
There are two examinations taken at the end of Year 13. 
Alongside this, the independent research essay is worth 20% 
of the final marks.

What are the entry requirements?
Most students will have achieved a grade 5 or above in GCSE 
history. However, we also welcome students who have not 
studied it at GCSE, in which case grade 5 or above in English 
language will be required.

What might this course lead to?
Universities especially value history as preparation for 
studying history, law, social sciences and languages. 
However, the analytical and literacy skills developed through 
history at A-level are also highly valued by university science 
departments and apprenticeship providers. Recent students 
have gone on to study a whole range of courses from history 
and law to paramedic science and criminology. 

Learning is made fun and 
taught clearly. 

Harry

SCAN ME
Contact for further information

astacey-chapman@arete.uk

https://qrco.de/bcSdo8
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Law AQA

Why study Law?
Studying this exciting and challenging discipline helps you 
develop a number of valuable transferable skills, which 
include: independent research analysis of data and cases, 
presenting, debating and academic essay-writing skills.

What does the course consist of?
It is unlikely that you will have studied Law before, but don’t 
worry; the course is designed to remove any feelings of 
uncertainty and confusion that may arise from taking a new 
subject. When you begin A Level Law you will be introduced 
to the English Legal System as a whole. This will involve 
looking at how Law is made, who can make Law and how 
Judges interpret these laws. You will also study the role of 
legal personnel, including barristers and solicitors as well as 
Magistrates. You will study both the theory and application of 
Criminal Law. This will involve looking at the fatal offences of 
murder, voluntary manslaughter and non-fatal offences of 
assault, battery and grievous bodily harm, with intent. You will 
also look at property offences including theft and robbery as 
well as the capacity defences of insanity and intoxication. The 
course will be assessed by examination. There is no 
coursework.

How is the course assessed?
Year 1

The Nature if Law and  the English Legal System
Criminal Law
The Law of Tort

Year 2
The Nature of Law and the English Legal System
Criminal Law
Contract Law

What are the entry requirements?
A minimum of 5 GCSEs, including a grade 5 in GCSE English 
Language.

What might this course lead to?
By learning about legal rules and how and why they apply to 
real lif, students also develop their decision making, critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills. All these skills are highly 
sought after by higher eduction and employers. As such, Law 
provides an excellent background for university and careers 
not only in law, but also in journalism, local and central 
government, public relations, teaching and a range of 
management and business areas.

SCAN ME
Contact for further information

jsherwood@arete.uk

https://qrco.de/bcSk2l




SCAN ME
Contact for further information

natton@arete.ukMathematics AQA 

Why study Mathematics?
In an ever changing and advancing world Maths can play an 
integral part of many careers, providing numerous 
opportunities, both academically and professionally. You’ll 
learn how to analyse patterns, structures and problems which 
will come in handy in both further study and future careers. 
Maths at A-Level will leave you with research skills that will 
allow you to find solutions to problems, investigate theories, 
and therefore give you the ability to find new information 
more effectively. Studying Maths will provide you with the 
tools needed to tackle a number of diverse areas, from 
managing your finances to planning projects.

What does the course consist of?
You will be encouraged to think, act and communicate 
mathematically, providing you with the skills to analyse 
situations in mathematics and elsewhere.  The course covers 
3 main areas of Maths.  Pure which covers topics such as 
algebraic proof, differentiation, integration, trigonometry and 
graphs.  Statistics which covers topics such as sampling, 
probability, averages and hypothesis testing. Mechanics 
which covers topics such as kinematics, forces and Newton’s 
laws.

How is the course assessed?
Paper 1 - Pure Mathematics - 2 hours -  third of the course
Paper 2 - Pure and Statistics - 2 hours - third of the course
Paper 3 - Pure and Mechanics - 2 hours - third of the 
course

 

What are the entry requirements?
Students will be expected to have achieved at least a grade 6 
in GCSE Mathematics.

What might this course lead to?
Studying Maths at A level gives you a number of advantages 
in both further study and the careers market.  A good 
mathematical knowledge can be beneficial and complement 
studying Physics, Chemistry, Economics, IT, Engineering, 
Accounting and Finance at university level.
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Media OCR Cambridge Technicals

Why study Media?
On a daily basis we submerge ourselves in media products of 
all forms, media studies gives students the tools to decode the 
world around them and to understand how media appeals 
and manipulates audiences.  Media studies is an interesting 
subject which provides many career opportunities, media 
industries are one of the biggest areas of economic growth 
and the subject links well with other subjects such as Art, 
Drama, Business and IT. 

What does the course consist of?
We analyse familiar media texts to better understand how 
products create meaning to engage audiences, this informs 
planning and development of ideas working to live briefs. 
Outcomes are generally print based or audio-visual.

What are the entry requirements?
GCSE Media Studies is preferable but not a necessity.  
Typically students who have good GCSE results in Art, Design, 
Drama or English excel on this course.

How is the course assessed?
This course is 50% exam, 50% coursework.

Year 12
Unit 2: Pre- production planning (June Exam)
Unit 20: Advertising Media
Unit 24: Cross Media Industry Awareness

Year 13
Unit 1: Media Products & audiences (January Exam)
Unit 21: Plan & deliver a pitch for a media product
Unit 3: Create a media Product

What might this course lead to?
Many students progress to university on media related 
courses, with past students successfully applying for courses 
such as TV and film, marketing, advertising, graphics and 
concept art.

SCAN ME
Contact for further information

nstimson@arete.uk

https://qrco.de/bcSdhX


Why study a language?
With major companies reporting a shortage of bilingual 
applicants for their roles, A-Level French/Spanish gives you  
the opportunity to develop not only your communication skills 
but also your inter-cultural understanding. 

What does the course consist of?
You will study aspects of modern society as well as the 
cultural heritage of many French/Spanish speaking countries. 
You will also study the works of a French/Spanish film-maker.  
In addition to this, you will be continually improving your 
proficiency in the language through a range of grammar and 
vocabulary tasks.

How is the course assessed?
You will be assessed in all 4 skills: listening, reading, speaking 
and writing. If you choose to study the full A-Level course, at 
the end of two years you will have a 2-hr Writing exam, a 
21-23 minute Speaking exam as well as a combined 
Listening, Reading and Writing exam at 2-hr 30.
 

What are the entry requirements?
Minimum of Grade 6 in French or Spanish at GCSE.

What might this course lead 
to?
French/Spanish opens doors to careers in a 
range of sectors including travel and tourism, 
education and translation. Even if you decide 
not to study French/Spanish alone at 
university, many provide the option to study a 
language alongside another subject.

Given sufficient numbers, we will be happy to run the course.

If I need help with anything I 
know I can go and ask the staff 

in the sixth form office.

Joseph

Modern Foriegn Languages 
(French and Spanish) AQA

SCAN MESCAN ME
Contact for 

further information
mwinn@arete.uk
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SCAN ME
Contact for further information

aharvey@arete.ukPhysical Education & Sport AQA

Why study PE & Sport?
Studying PE and sport is a very varied and interesting course 
which covers the areas of physiology, psychology and 
sociology in relation to sport and exercise. It can lead to a 
huge array of careers in the fields of sports science, health, 
teaching and beyond. The course continues to be one of the 
best performing subjects in the sixth form and ensures that 
once left you move on successfully to the next step of your 
career. Studying this course allows you to apply what you are 
learning as you participate in your regular sports. 

What does the course consist of?
This qualification is linear so you will sit all your exams and 
submit all non-exam assessment at the end of the course, 
which is 2 years. Some of the areas covered include applied 
anatomy and physiology, skill acquisition, sport and society, 
exercise physiology, biomechanical movement, sport 
psychology, sport and society and the role of technology in 
physical activity and sport.

What are the entry requirements?
Students should have a minimum of Grade 6 in GCSE PE (and 
at least a 4 in the exam) or science. 

How is the course assessed?
There will be 2 papers and a non-exam assessment which will 
be a practical performance in a fully competitive physical 
activity or sport, along with a written analysis of performance.

Paper 1
Factors affecting participation in physical activity and sport 
(105 marks - 35% of A-level)

Paper 2
Factors affecting optimal performance in physical activity and 
sport (105 marks - 35% of A-level)

Non-exam assessment
Practical performance in physical activity and sport 

Internal assessment, external moderation
A written analysis and evaluation of your sport (90 marks - 
30% of A-level)

What might this course lead to?
It offers progression to sport science, sports therapy, 
physiotherapy, teaching, coaching, nutrition or a range of 
careers in the sport and health industry.

https://qrco.de/bcSk1n


SCAN ME
Contact for further information

cscott@arete.ukPhysics AQA 

Why study Physics?
What is a quark? Is time the same for everyone? Physics deals 
with profound questions about the Universe. It is a subject 
that is continually evolving and the AS/A2 course content will 
help you learn about some of the most important 
technological and environmental issues of our time.  

What does the course consist of?
Year 12
Particles and radiation, electromagnetic radiation and 
quantum phenomena, waves, mechanics and materials, 
electricity and measurements and their errors.

Year 13
Further mechanics and thermal physics, fields, nuclear physics 
and turning points in physics.

How is the course assessed?
You will have three exam papers at the end of Year 13 and will 
have to complete a number of required practicals throughout 
the course.

What are the entry requirements?
A grade 6 in GCSE physics or 6,6 in double science and a 6 in 
English and maths.

What might this course lead to?
Students with physics qualifications are sought after and 
graduates in physics related subjects are comparatively well 
paid. Courses followed by past students include civil 
engineering, music, geophysics, meteorology, law, sound 
engineering, medicine, dentistry, mechanical engineering and 
environmental science. 

Learning is enjoyable and it 
motivates me to push 

myself.

Lucinda
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Politics A Level

Why study Applied Science?
The course is designed to have a balance between the politics and 
government of today while understanding the historical context that 
brought us here both within the UK and globally. You will develop a 
critical awareness of the changing nature of politics and the 
relationships between political ideas, institutions and processes; as 
well as an informed understanding of the influences and interests 
which have an impact on decisions in government and politics. We will 
explore the rights and responsibilities of individuals and groups within 
politics and the factors that influence voters in elections.

We want you to be able to critically analyse, interpret and evaluate 
political information to form arguments and make judgements.

What does the course consist of?
UK Politics – You will study political behaviour e.g Voting Behaviour, 
Pressure Groups and Voting Systems.

UK Government – You will study the institutions of UK Government e.g 
Parliament, The Executive and the Constitution and how they interact.

Political Ideologies – You will study elements of political thought 
through Conservatism, Liberalism, Socialism and feminism.

Global Politics – You will study Politics around the world, focusing on 
relationships between different countries and the role of international 
organisations. 

How is the course assessed?
UK Government and Ideologies – 2 Hours
UK Politics and Ideologies – 2 Hours
Global Politics – 2 Hours

What are the entry requirements?
Applicants must have at least  5 GCSE passes at grade 4 and above, 
including English Language/Literature. Although it is not essential a 
Grade 5 / 6 in a Humanity subject is desirable.

What might this course lead to?
The course provides a variety of transferable skills such as report writing, 
independent research, and  can be of benefit to anyone wishing to 
pursue a career which involves working with people. Studying Politics 
will develop your understanding of structures of authority and power, 
how political systems differ, and enable you to interpret, evaluate and 
comment on the nature of politics and government. You will also develop 
a range of transferable analytical, debating and communication skills - 
all of which are valuable in a wide range of careers. It provides an 
excellent background for careers in law, journalism, the caring 
professions, teaching, and a range of management and business areas.

SCAN ME
Contact for further information

Stokesley School
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Product Design Edexcel

Why study Product Design?
Creating and imagination are key for product design students.
During the design process they will develop, modify and make 
prototypes that solve real world problems using their own 
needs, the needs of other and aspirational products as a 
starting point for their design.
Students acquire subject knowledge in design and technology.
This includes how a product can be developed through the 
stages of prototyping, the realisation of their product, testing 
the prototype and finally to adjusting them for commercial 
manufacture.

What does the course consist of?
The course involves discussion and independent study, 
practice work, process experience with CAD and CAM, 
problem-solving, research activities, visits, presentations, 
interactive board work and virtual design. 

How is the course assessed?
The course is split into two components: 

Component 1
A written examination lasting 2 hours 30 minutes on the 
Principles of Design and Technology; this is worth 50%. 

Component 2
Non-examined assessment and involves an Independent 
Design and Make project, this makes up the other 50%.

What are the entry requirements?
Minimum grade 4 in maths and science and grade 4 or above 
in technology or art subjects with an aptitude to model and 
handle software at this level.

What might this course lead to?
Product design combines well with mathematics, art and 
physics and can lead to degrees and careers in engineering, 
architecture, industrial and product design. Students who 
have combined A Level design and technology with other A 
Levels have gone onto degrees and Higher National Diplomas 
in architecture, computer studies, business studies, teaching, 
civil engineering, quantity surveying, furniture manufacture 
and other areas unconnected with technology.

SCAN ME
Contact for further information

dthompson@arete.uk
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Psychology AQA 

Why study Psychology?
Psychology allows learners to build a holistic view of human 
behaviour.  Further to this it allows developing a number of 
research skills which are applicable to most subjects should 
the learner wish to continue into further education.

What does the course consist of?
The topics covered throughout the course are:

1.  Social Influence
2.  Memory
3.  Attachment
4.  Psychopathology
5.  Approaches to Psychology
6.  Biopsychology
7.  Research Methods (Double weighted module)
8.  Issues and Debates in Psychology

As well as three optional modules studied in Year 13 
which are:

1.  Aggression
2.  Relationships
3.  Schizophrenia 

How is the course assessed?
Three equally weighted (96 Marks each) two hour exams.

Paper 1
Consists of topics 1-4

Paper 2
Consists of topics 5-7

Paper 3 
Consists of topic 8 and three optional modules

What are the entry requirements?
A grade 6 in mathematics and at least one grade 6 in science.

What might this course lead to?
Previous students have gone on to study and begin careers in 
fields associated with psychology such as positions within the 
criminal justice system (forensic psychology), care and 
well-being (clinical psychology) and education (developmental 
psychology). Furthermore our students have cited skills 
developed as part of this course as aiding them in areas not 
immediately linked to psychology.

SCAN ME
Contact for further information

mtucker@arete.uk
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Why study Religious Studies?
Religious Studies is about exploring Philosophy, Ethics and 
Religion. It involves thinking deeply, analysing and evaluating 
religions and concepts and developing your own worldview.  
Key skills developed are clear and coherent communication, 
the ability to understand and represent other perspectives and 
the ability to present persuasive arguments. 

What does the course consist of?
The course is split into three main areas:

Philosophy
Including topic areas such as does God exist, the problem of 
evil and suffering and self and life after death.

Ethics
Including theories such as Situation Ethics and Virtue Ethics 
and Natural Moral Law and topics such as free will and moral 
responsibility.

Christianity
Including topic areas such as sources of wisdom and 
authority, religion, gender and sexuality, and religion and 
science.

How is the course assessed?
Two exams at the end of Year 13. Each exam is 3 hours long.

What are the entry requirements?
A minimum of 5 GCSEs grade 5 or above including English.

What might this course lead to?
A level Religious Studies can provide you with excellent 
transferable skills, from essay writing, developing confidence 
in debating, to developing the ability to appreciate other 
viewpoints. These skills can be incredibly helpful in a range of 
University degrees involving critical thinking and discussion 
e.g. Humanities, English, Psychology, PPE. Religious Studies at 
degree level can lead to a range of challenging and rewarding 
jobs, using either direct knowledge gained from the subject or 
from the skills gained. 

SCAN MEPhilosophy, Theology and Ethics 
AQA

Contact for 
further information

jbainbridge@arete.uk
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Why study EPQ?
Sociology is the scientific study of human behaviour, social 
groups and society. The study of sociology helps us to look 
more objectively at problems that confront our society, and 
enriches students with the skills and knowledge needed for 
future employment within an increasingly diverse world. It 
also helps develop a wide range of skills that can be taken 
into future academic study, including the ability to conduct 
research, to think critically, and present arguments.

What does the course consist of?
Year 1:

Education
Research Methods with Methods in context
Families and Households

Year 2: 
The Media
Crime and Deviance
Theory and Methods

How is the course assessed?
There are three written exams, each 2 hours long. These 

contain a combination of short answer questions and 
extended writing. 

Paper 1:
Education with Theory and Methods - 33.3% of A level

Paper 2:
Topics in Sociology - 33.3% of A level 

Paper 3:
Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods - 33.3% of A 
level

What are the entry requirements?
Applicants must have at least 5 GCSE passes at grade 4 and 
above. A grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language would 
be advantageous.

What might this course lead to?
Sociology provides an excellent basis to study a range of 
subjects such as social sciences, history, humanities, politics, 
geography, psychology at university. It also offers a sound 
basis for career paths including Law, politics, criminology 
(including police work and probation), social research, youth 
work, social work, nursing and teaching, to name but a few. 

Sociology A Level

SCAN ME
Contact for further information

Stokesley School

https://qrco.de/bcScXq
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Applied Science OCR Cambridge Technicals

Why study Applied Science?
This course will allow you to apply your skills, knowledge and 
understanding to tasks or activities that are relevant to how 
science is used in industry. It will give you scientific principles 
and practical techniques to enable you to carry out 
experiments safely and accurately. You will be able to 
evaluate the analytical techniques to improve the quality and 
collection of data. You will become more confident in many 
areas including team working, independent enquiry and time 
management. 

What does the course consist of?
A mixture of Biology, Chemistry and Physics, Unit 1 Science 
fundamentals and Unit 2 Laboratory Techniques. 

Unit 6 Hazards in the laboratory, Unit 18 Microbiology and 
Unit 21 Product testing techniques. This consists of practical 
learning, classroom based activities and IT use for research 
and coursework. 

How is the course assessed?
5 units to complete
Two exams Unit 1 Science fundamentals and Unit 2 
Laboratory Techniques. It is possible to resit these to improve 
your grade.

3 pieces of coursework
Unit 6 Hazards in the laboratory, Unit 18 Microbiology and 
Unit 21 Product testing techniques.

What are the entry requirements?
Trilogy science grade 5/4 or above and 4 other GCSEs 
including Maths and English Language grade 4 or above

What might this course lead to?
This offers the opportunity to enter higher education in many 
fields e,g, Laboratory scientist, paediatric and adult nursing, 
criminology, radiology, teaching and sports science.

SCAN ME
Contact for further information

ccrosby@arete.uk
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EPQ AQA 

Why study EPQ?
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) allows you to complete 
an independent research project on an area of your study - 
this might be an extension of one of your A level subjects, a 
career interest or an area of personal interest. By completing 
an EPQ you will gain valuable independent learning and 
research skills that are highly valued by employers and 
universities.

What does the course consist of?
You will produce either a 5000 word report or an artefact and 
a 1000 word report. You will also need to give a 10/15 minute 
presentation about your EPQ.

How is the course assessed?
Your EPQ is assessed internally and moderated externally.

What are the entry requirements?
5 grade 4 and above GCSEs.

What might this course lead to?
The EPQ is worth half an A level so is useful if you are 
applying for a points course at university. Alternatively some 
universities will offer you a reduced grades offer based on 
your EPQ grade.

SCAN ME
Contact for further information

mcadell@arete.uk
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Resit English and Mathematics GCSE

Opportunities to re-sit English and Maths GCSEs are offered 
in both November and June. Primarily, this is aimed at 
students who failed to achieve a basic pass in Year 11 but it is 
also open to students who did pass but want to try to achieve 
a higher grade.

Students are taught in dedicated small-group sessions that 
focus very specifically on the skills required to pass these 
crucial GCSEs.

The teachers in the sixth form 
department make you want to 

come to school to learn because 
they are all enthusiastic and 

encouraging and actually care 
about the students.

Hannah
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You get a real sense of 
freedom and the class 

sizes are small.

Georgia

In PE, practical lessons 
help you understand the 

theory.

Harry

It’s been really good to 
start sixth form knowing 

the teachers; the familiarity 
really helps you progress.

Harry

The lessons at 
Northallerton School and 

Sixth Form College are 
clearly well thought through 

causing all the student to 
feel comfortable and at 

ease.
Taylor

The teachers are good and 
give you freedom.

Lucy

Why you should choose
Northallerton Sixth Form College

In form, we are always 
involved with activities 

that are engaging as well 
as being informed of useful 

information.
James

SCAN ME
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