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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
Thank you for your continued support this term. It has 
been an extremely exciting term for us as we have 
settled into our new school. I am very proud of all the 
staff and students for their collective efforts in making 
the transition to our new site as smooth as it has been. 
As you are aware, the government has asked schools 
to re-test students prior to their return to schools in 
January. There is information in this bulletin about our 
current arrangements, but we will let you know if the 
government makes any further announcements 
during the Christmas break. 
On behalf of all the staff at Northallerton School I’d 
like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
4 Jan -  Additional Bank Holiday 
5 Jan -  COVID-19 onsite testing  
             (students in school as normal) 
 
 
 

EXTRA BANK HOLIDAY  
As you will probably be aware next year there is to be 
an additional Bank Holiday to celebrate Her Majesty 
The Queen’s 70th anniversary as monarch. This Bank 
Holiday has been agreed as the 3rd June 2022, 
however as the school is on half term holiday,  the 
school will be adding a Bank Holiday onto the end of 
the Christmas holiday and will be closed on Tuesday 
4th January - all students will return on Wednesday 
5th January 2022.   
 

OFFICIAL OPENING  
We were very privileged to have our local MP Rishi 
Sunak officially open our new and refurbished school 
site on Friday 3rd December 2021. Rishi was given a 
tour of the new facilities by students and staff, before 
sitting down with a group of students to answer some 
questions on current affairs. 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Thank you to all students who helped to make this 
such a successful event and being great ambassadors 
for the school. 

 
PRP1 DATA REPORTS 
Data reports have been scheduled to be sent. They 
should have arrived in students’ and parents/carers’ 
emails on 15th or 16th December. 
Should you have not received the reports please email 
lrichardson@arete.uk and we will endeavour to get 
these out to you. 
In addition to PRP reports we have also redistributed 
ClassCharts information, please ensure that students 
and parents/carers are signed up to the system. This 
platform is to be used for homework, conduct and 
timetable information. 
 

GCSE AND A LEVEL EXAMINATIONS IN 2022 
The government has published an open letter to all 
students due to take examinations in the summer, 
detailing important changes and contingency plans 
should exams not go ahead. This letter can be 
accessed here.   
 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR INFORMATION 
Music Extra Curricular Activities  
Sport Extra Curricular Activities  
 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
The Sixth Form Council are finishing the term on a high 
note having delivered our food parcel to Northallerton 
Food Share and helped to co-ordinate the Christmas 

Hamper Auction. Along with the younger student 
leaders, our focus next term will be on the Diana 
Award. 
 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
Don’t forget that students can start the day with a 
bowl of cereal or some toast and a cup of orange 
squash - served in Arbor Dining Hall from 8.00am to 
8.20am.  This is free of charge. 
 

COVID  
If you have consented to on-site COVID testing, all 
students will be tested on Wednesday 5th January 
2022 (please note this is a normal day for all students).  
If you have not consented to this, we would be 
grateful if you could ensure your child carries out an 
LFT at home prior to returning to school. Please note 
you will only be contacted by the school if your child 
tests positive. 
Thank you for your support with this to help keep our 
whole school community safe. 
 
SIXTH FORM 
Over the last two weeks we have welcomed all of our 
Year 11 students into the new sixth form centre for a 
tour of the facilities and a chance to ask questions to 
the Head of Sixth Form. Applications are now open for 
sixth form, with the application form being available 
on our website.  If you have any queries please contact 
Mrs Redpath at kredpath@arete.uk. 
On Wednesday, our Sixth Form students took part in a 
series of festive activities including; designing and 
laser cutting Christmas decorations and creating 
Christmas cards and biscuits. A fantastic end to our 
first term! 
 

 

mailto:lrichardson@arete.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/letter-to-students
https://www.northallertonschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Copy-of-Extra-Curricular-Activities-Activities.pdf
https://www.northallertonschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Extra-Curricular-Sept-Oct-2021-.pdf
mailto:kredpath@arete.uk


 

 

 
 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD  
Y10 - All Year 10 students who signed up for the 
Bronze Award should now be starting to make 
progress with their three sections (volunteering, skill 
and physical). Two sections must be carried out for 
three month, with the other section taking six months. 
If participants need any guidance or support, please 
contact Mr Bunn. 
Y11 - The Year 11 Bronze Award participants 
completed the final part of their award on Thursday 
afternoon - the expedition presentation. All students 
involved did an excellent job delivering their 
presentation as a group, sharing the highlights of their 
two-day expedition through either a picture or video 
diary. Very well done to them all! 
 

HOUSE CHALLENGE: Christmas Hampers 
Firstly, we would like to take the opportunity to thank 
everyone for their donations and bids on our amazing 
hampers. We sold 26 hampers which raised £515. This 
will go towards creating a special area on our school 
grounds for quiet reflection. 
Secondly, once again we would also like to thank the 
House Captains and Deputy House Captains for all 
their hard work towards this project. They have given 
up a lot of their own time to support the house 
challenges. 

Finally, congratulations to 7TBu who sold their 
hamper for an impressive £50! 
 

SPORTING UPDATE 
Netball 
A massive thank you to all the Year 7-12s who have 
attended and made netball practices so enjoyable.  
We have had an excellent start to the netball season 
and look forward to seeing you all at practice after 
Christmas.  Watch out for notices regarding fixtures in 
January. 
 

Year 10 Boys win in County Cup 
Congratulations to our Year 10 boys football team who 
progressed to the next round of the County football 
cup with a convincing 5-1 victory away at Ryedale 
School.  A superb hat-trick from Riley Girgan and 2 
goals for Aidan Leahy ensured our smooth passage 
into the last 16.  Man of the match was split between 
Finn Talbot and Joe Flintoff. Well done all 
 

Swim England National Winter Championships 
Congratulations to Jack Leggott (Year 12) who has 
competed this month at the Swim England National 
Winter Championships. It was an impressive 
achievement to meet the qualifying times for the 
event. 
It was a great atmospheric event which was live 
streamed. It also proved successful for Jack, he 
achieved a new personal best in 50m Breaststroke. 
 

Cross Country Success  
Congratulations to all our cross country runners who 
competed in the Hambleton and Richmondshire Area 
Championships in November.  They all did fantastically 
well, with our Year 8 boys team and Year 9 boys team 
both winning their competitions.  There were also 
some great individual performances with Max Corner 
(Year 7), Henry Kirkbride (Year 8), Will Coxon (Year 9) 
all winning their races.  The following students also 
deserve a special mention as they all finished inside 
the top 10 in their races; Olivia Jackson-Bowers and 
Sam Archer (Year 10), Amelie Hand, Amelie 
Hodgkinson and Robert Coulson (Year 9), Cameron 
Henderson and Josh Kitching (Year 8) and Lucy 
Lofthouse (Year 7).  Well done! 
Mr Myers 
 

 



 

 

Under 13 Girls Progress in County Cup 
Congratulations to our U13 girls football team, who 
beat Manor School from York 4-2 in the first round of 
the County Cup.  A great first half performance saw 
the girls race into a 4-0 lead after 2 goals each from 
Lucy Lofthouse and Mia Wright.  The second half was 
much tougher, but the girls defended really well and 
deserved their victory and their place in the second 
round. 
 

English Schools Cross Country Success 
A massive well done to all the students who competed 
in the English Schools Cross Country Cup at Ripon 
Grammar School earlier this term.  All the students 
competed really well, but a special mention to Henry 
Kirkbride (Y8), Josh Kitching (Y8) Olivia Jackson-
Bowers (Y10), Amelie Hand (Y9) Ollie Middleton (Y10) 
and Sam Archer (Y10) who all finished in the top 15 of 
their races, which is a fantastic achievement as the 
standard was incredibly high.  However, the most 
amazing performance of the afternoon was Will Coxon 
(Y9), who was competing in the same race as Under 
18s and Will managed to finish an unbelievable 8th - 
not bad for a lad who only plays football!!  
Congratulations all! 
Mr Myers 
 

Young Sports Leaders  
A huge well done to all our students who have helped 
run various Primary Sports events this term.  Over 70 
students have acted as Young Sports Leaders, taking 
on various roles, such as coaching, officiating, guides 
and runners to make sure 16 different events have 
taken place very successfully this term.  These 
students are great ambassadors for our school and it 
is great to hear some of the amazing feedback these 
students and our school receive from our Partner 
Primary schools and our Schools Games Organiser, 
Duncan Burgess, who is in charge of all these events.  
Well done all. 
 

U16 netball rally 
It was a great afternoon of playing netball and all the 
students gave it 100% in their efforts.  I can't 
remember the last time we went to a rally and scored 
as many goals. There were 7 teams at Queen Mary's 
and the competition was strong. We drew one game 
but unfortunately lost the others (in some games it 
was very close).  The students gave it their all and they 
came away in good spirits.  Well done girls. 

Hockey Club 
Hockey runs currently on a Monday night after school 
on the MUGA. It has been great to have the facilities 
back to support the development of the game. 
It would be great to have more students attend the 
after school opportunity so we can get fixtures out. 
 

Football clubs 
We have had a positive first term with various football 
clubs across the year groups, with year 7 especially 
attending in high numbers.  
 
Year 7  
The enthusiasm and dedication of the Year 7 group 
has been a real high point of the extra curricular 
programme. Both boys and girls have been braving the 
cold to give it their all on a Tuesday evening which has 
resulted in lots of competitive games where progress 
is being made by all. After a frustrating time with 
COVID, opportunities have been scarce and this group 
of 7s are making the most of it now! There have been 
so many stand out performances but particularly 
noteworthy has been the composure and calmness 
shown by Brody Reilly-Scott in his elegant play, the 
braveness of Kobi Slater as he has made a string of 
excellent saves, the energy and drive of Mia Wright 
who never stops running and scoring and the skill and 
dribbling of Lucy Lofthouse who always looks to create 
chances. 
 
Years 8, 9 & 10 
Uptake across these year groups has been much 
lower, however, there has been real dedication from 
a core group who have turned up and worked hard 
which has been pleasing, especially for those playing 
against those in older year groups. It has been nice for 
some of the older players to lead by example and 
guide their younger counterparts which has been 
demonstrated by Josh Proud and Harry Chandler in 
Year 10. In Year 9, again there have been a few players 
who have attended regularly, with William Sanderson 
and Alfie Harland always showing excellent attitudes 
and performances. Year 8 has provided the most 
players wanting to get involved and challenge 
themselves with numbers growing all the time which 
is fantastic and with players like Reece Donnelly and 
Luke Jones proving that size is no substitute for 
determination and skill.  
 
 



 

 

Post 16 & staff football 
Friday nights have been home to the fabled 'staff vs 
sixth form' football which has promised much but so 
far it has proved difficult to get all the staff there at 
the same time, but enough glimpses have been shown 
of the potential that has been locked away in the 
classrooms. Mr Tucker will apparently make it one 
week but I believe he is 'washing his hair' again this 
week. Mr Atton wasn't put off by a broken rib 
provided by Joe Grainger on his debut and there has 
been steady progress from the 'regulars', Mr Johnson 
and Mr Maughan.  Cameos from Mr Bunn are always 
a pleasure to behold as he dances past the players 
with apparent ease. There has been a mix of students 
who have attended and if they could all attend at the 
same time, we would have a real tournament on our 
hands as at the moment, Year 13 and Year 12 don’t 
seem to be able to sync their calendars. It has been 
lovely to see lots of newbies who have never really 
played much before like Alexander Bleanch and 
'cricket goalkeeper' Joe Corner mixing it with the more 
seasoned players like Noah Adair and Joe Tosh. More 
female representation would be a target as so far only 
Amy Parker is coming along to show her skills.  
 

ATTENDANCE 
It has been a really tough year for us all in light of the 
pandemic and we would like to congratulate the 
majority of our students for their commitment to 
attending school well. 
Our current attendance figures continue to be above 
current national averages and as a consequence this 
means that our students are able to enjoy all the 
benefits of being in education regularly. 
Finally, we would like to thank parents and carers for 
their efforts and support. Working together really is 
invaluable to ensuring we get the best experience for 
all our students. 
On behalf of the attendance team - we would like to 
wish you all a very safe and happy Christmas! 
 

STAYING SAFE OVER THE CHRISTMAS PERIOD 
I hope that you will find the information contained 
within this newsletter useful in terms of signposting 
both parents and students to organisations to support 
families. 

Safeguarding concerns about the wellbeing of a child 
If you or your child have any safeguarding concerns 

about the wellbeing of a child then please contact the 
following: 

Outside of school hours: Ring Children’s Social 
Services – 01609 780780 or visit the North Yorkshire 
Safeguarding site – 
www.northyorks.gov.uk/safeguarding for more 
information. 

To contact the Police: Ring the Police (101 – non-
emergency or 999 - emergency) 

Below are useful sources of support for mental health 
and wellbeing should you need it. 

Samaritans Any time free from any phone 116 
123 

Young Minds Parent Helpline 0808 8025544 free 
for mobiles and landlines – Monday 
to Friday for concerns relating to 
child/ young person’s mental health 
up to the age of 25 

Kooth www.kooth.com free safe and 
anonymous support for 11-19 year 
olds online. Please see the video link 
for more information 

Childline Contact number 0800 11 11 link 
www.childline.org.uk 

CAMHS Children’s Adolescent Mental Health 
Service - single point of access for 
advice and support 0300 0134778  

Compass Buzz https://www.compass-
uk.org/services/north-yorkshire-
compass-buzz/ 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.childline.org.uk/


 

 

Mind A charity specialising in Mental 
Health. Its website has links to 
support,  information and advice – 
www.mind.org.uk 

CEOP Through CEOP you can report online 
sexual abuse or content. 
www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre 

 
Staying safe online 
Advice for parents on how to keep their children safe 
online during the Christmas period.  

● Monitor your child’s phone use – there are a 
variety of parental controls apps out there 
that allow you to keep tabs on their online 
activity. 

● Find time to talk to them about what they are 
doing online 

● Emphasise that if children come across 
anything online that makes them worried, 
scared or uncomfortable that they should 
share this with you and that this should be 
reported to CEOP 
(https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/). 
Anything illegal should be reported to 101. 

● Remind students about keeping their privacy 
settings high on social media and not 
accepting friend requests or messages from 
people they don’t know. 

● Remind children to not give out personal 
information including their passwords. 

● Encourage children to spend time away from 
their phones each day to help them relax and 
avoid too much exposure to the news. 

For more information about staying safe online please 
go to: 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-
abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/staying-safe-
online/ 

https://reportharmfulcontent.com 
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