
Remote education provision at Northallerton School 
and Sixth Form College: information for parents  
This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or 
carers about what to expect from remote education if local restrictions require entire 
cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.  

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the 
final section of this document. 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home 
A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our 
standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of 
remote teaching. 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the 
first day or two of pupils being sent home? 
 

At Northallerton School and Sixth Form College we use Google Classrooms as our main 
learning platform. Since September 2020, our expectation is that teachers upload the 
lesson resources onto their subject google classroom for each lesson. The resources will 
be clearly dated in the classroom stream so that students and parents can see clearly 
what work is due to be done. The resources may include: lesson presentations, links to 
published resources, worksheets, online assessments etc. 

If a child does not have access to the internet, they or their parent should contact the 
head of year who will make arrangements for the loan of a device or for physical work to 
be sent home.  

 

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be 
taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in 
school? 
 

We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school.  

Our expectation of students is that they follow their normal lesson timetable and access 
their subject google classrooms at the usual times, reading through the resources that 
have been uploaded. Students should submit any tasks set through the Google 
Classroom for their teacher to assess. We are expecting our teachers to remotely mark a 
piece of work from each child at a rate of 1 piece for every 4-8 lessons taught. The 
assessed piece of work should be of sufficient length to reliably assess the student’s 
performance in that topic/lesson.  



Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each 
day? 
We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will 
take pupils broadly the following number of hours each day: 

 

 

Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education the school is 
providing? 
 
Google Classrooms is the main platform that is used for students to access their remote 
education. We encourage tasks to be set using Google applications such as ‘Docs’ / 
‘Sheets’ and ‘Slides’. The main advantage of using these platforms is that we can use 
‘Mote’ to provide online feedback and we also encourage our SEND students to use 
‘Read/Write’ which is used as a google add-on for students with additional literacy needs.  

When the lesson is delivered as a live lesson, our standard platform is WebEx. This is 
used because it provides the most effective controls for the teacher to ensure a safe and 
focussed online experience. At sixth form, we also allow the use of Google Meet.  

In addition, individual subject areas may set work from published websites. For example, 
the science faculty use ‘Educake’ as their main method of online assessment. The Maths 
faculty use ‘Hegarty Maths’ as their main method of setting work and assessments. 

1. Expectations during school closure or if a whole year pod is asked to 
self-isolate: 
 
We will be providing students’ education through a combination of live audio-based 
teaching using the Cisco Webex platform and Google Classrooms. Students will be 
following their published timetable for each day, with lesson times and break times as 
published in their current school timetable.  

Students are expected to: 

2 

Secondary school-aged pupils not 
working towards formal qualifications 
this year (Years 7-9) 

The work set should amount to 5 
hours per day - 1 hour for each 
subject on the timetable that day. 

Secondary school-aged pupils 
working towards formal qualifications 
this year (Years 10-13) 

The work set should amount to 5 
hours per day - 1 hour for each 
subject on the timetable that day. In 
addition, students may receive 
homework as appropriate.  



● Log onto the Webex roll-call at 8:45a.m. each day which will be led by the form 
tutor. The form tutor will take a register of students and record this on SIMs, as 
they would usually do. The Webex link will be available each day in the stream on 
Google Classroom for the tutor group. During this period, tutors will communicate 
any important messages to students and answer any questions that they have on 
the chat function.  

● Follow the published timetable for the day and attend all lessons by accessing the 
Webex links provided in each Google Classroom. The Webex link will be available 
in the stream of each subject google classroom prior to each lesson. Formal 
teaching will begin 5 minutes after the official start of the lesson to give all 
students time to get logged on. Webex lessons will last between 15-50 minutes, 
depending on the structure of the lesson. In many cases, the teacher will begin 
with an explanation of the key concept / learning in the lesson and the tasks to be 
done. The Webex may then finish, leaving students time to complete the activities. 
As students are completing the activities, the teacher will be available for the 
remainder of the lesson on their work emails to answer any questions from 
students. The maximum length of time of a live lesson will be 50 minutes which 
will give students and staff time to get logged onto the next lesson.  

● Complete the activities which will be posted onto the Google Classroom for your 
class. Google Classroom continues to be our main platform for accessing the 
lesson materials. As explained above, once students have begun their lesson 
tasks the teacher will be available to respond to students’ questions which should 
be emailed to their @northallertonschool.org.uk email addresses.  

● Submit work for assessment as explained through live lessons and set out in 
Google Classrooms. As was the case in the full lockdown over the summer, we 
will expect students to submit their work through Google Classroom. This work will 
be assessed and students will receive feedback from the teacher. If the issues are 
specific to  individual students then the feedback will usually be personal to them. 
If the issues are common across the class the teacher will usually build this into 
their live lessons.  

Further points to note: 

● Only basic IT equipment is needed to access your live lessons and Google 
Classroom tasks. Students will not need a webcam or microphone. A desktop or 
laptop with speakers / headphones would be ideal, but a tablet or smartphone 
would also work. Students should also have access to your usual stationary i.e. 
pen, pencil, paper etc. 

● During the course of each live lesson, teachers will take a register of the class 
using the list of attendees shown on the screen. This register will then be inputted 
into SIMs so that we and your parents can track their attendance at each of the 
lessons using the SIMs app. Issues with attendance will be followed up promptly 
by the Head of Year, who will likely make contact with your parents if you are not 
attending lessons.  
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● Webex lessons will not routinely be recorded. The amount of stored data needed 
would quickly overwhelm our school servers. For this reason students must 
access their lessons at the timetabled times, just like you would have done if you 
were in school. 

● Live lessons will be audio-based in combination with the teacher’s presentation 
(e.g. powerpoint). Students will be able to hear the teacher speak but you will not 
be able to see the teacher. Similarly, the teacher will disable the ability for 
students to use videos of themselves. In running live lessons we will be placing 
the safety of students and staff as our top priority.  

2. Expectations if part of a year group pod, or individual students are asked to 
self-isolate at home: 
 
If a situation arises whereby a teacher has part of their class in school for face-to-face 
teaching whilst other students are at home self-isolating then it will not be possible for 
that teacher to run a live lesson. Instead, we are asking all of our teaching staff to upload 
their lesson resources onto the Google Classroom for that class as a daily routine. 
Students who are self-isolating at home will therefore have access to the lesson 
resources, including presentations and worksheets, that have been completed by the rest 
of the class. 

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you 
support them to access remote education? 
We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take 
the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 

● If a student does not have the use of a laptop or tablet then the parent should 
contact the child’s head of year. We will then arrange for a loaned device 
(providing that there are sufficient devices in school), which can be collected by 
the parent at the school reception.  

● If a student does not have the use of an internet connection then the parent should 
contact the child’s head of year. We will then arrange for a device - e.g. internet 
dongle (providing that there are sufficient devices in school), which can be 
collected by the parent at the school reception.  

● If a student needs printed materials then the parent should contact the child’s 
head of year. We will then arrange printed materials to be sent home. Students 
working on printed materials can either post the materials back to school, or bring 
the materials to the school reception.  

 

Please note: During the current lockdown, when the school is closed to the 
majority of students, the reception will not be routinely manned. Therefore, any 
visits to reception must be pre-arranged with the child’s head of year.  

 
Heads of Year can be contacted using their @Northallertonschool.org.uk email 
address.  
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How will my child be taught remotely? 
 
We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 

1. In a situation where a whole class / year pod is self isolating we use live teaching 
through WebEx. It is expected that all lessons have some live taught element. 
However, if the teacher is required to help with the supervision of key worker and 
vulnerable children (once per fortnight) then they are not expected to run live 
lessons. Instead, the teacher will post work for the class to complete on Google 
Classrooms.  

2. Some parts of lessons are pre-recorded and then posted on google classrooms. 
This allows topic specialists to produce a high quality explanation of a topic to be 
shared with their teams. 

3. Commercially available websites - e.g. Seneca learning, GCSE Pod, Hegarty 
Maths, Educake Science. 

4. We sometimes use the Oak Academy lessons and BBC Bitesize videos. 
5. Google applications are the preferred method for task setting. 

Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support 
that we as parents and carers should provide at home? 
 
During the current lockdown, teachers take lesson registers for all lessons, including for 
the morning tutor time. The lesson register is inputted into SIMs as usual. This allows us 
to accurately track attendance to the online sessions.  
 
Obviously, attending the online lessons is of no use unless the students are also 
engaging in the class discussions and completing the work set.  
 
We have developed a digital code of conduct for students’ behaviour and engagement in 
their live lessons which can be accessed here.  
 
The support of parents is crucial to the success of students’ remote education. Our 
expectations of parents and carers are as follows: 
 

● To discuss the expectations of remote education with their child as set out in the 
document which is available here.  

● To discuss the digital code of conduct with their child (link provided above). 
● To check their child’s attendance at live lessons using the SIMs parent app.  
● Where possible, to check that students are engaging with their live lessons once 

they have entered the WebEx lesson. 
● To contact the relevant head of year if they have any concerns.  

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and 
how will I be informed if there are concerns? 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KKH59EEjciQsUNcm2Gc-PxmqghEZDr73BK98QI0Sq7E/edit#slide=id.gb3f06cb727_1_103
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16PFlriLXz8l0uSwCoX1YCTfJhTBus2ijKqQHAwGbY14/edit


Lesson attendance will be checked every lesson, so for students in Y7-11 this will be 
done 6 times per day.  
 
In school we operate a simple ‘traffic-light’ system:  

● Students who have good attendance (green) = no further action required.  
● Students who attend some but not all lessons (amber) = parents will be initially 

sent an automated text message alerting them, followed by an email if the 
situation doesn’t improve. If the situation continues the head of year will telephone 
home. If there are still no improvements then the child may be offered a place in 
school.  

● Students who are attending no lessons (red) = immediate contact made with home 
by head of year, which may include a home visit. If the situation doesn’t improve 
then the child will be offered a place in school as a vulnerable learner. 

 
In addition to attendance, we also track the completion of work and engagement within 
lessons. It is the responsibility of individual teachers to make contact where there are 
issues affecting one subject. If the situation is not resolved then the head of faculty of that 
subject area will then make contact home. Heads of Year may contact home where there 
are issues across multiple subjects.  
 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 
Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments 
for individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked 
automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many 
others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows: 

At Northallerton School and Sixth Form we have a wide range of assessment methods 
that are currently being used. The approach often depends on the subject involved and 
what method is more appropriate. Here is a list of the main assessment and feedback 
methods in place: 

● High quality questioning of students in lessons using the chat function 
● Classroom ‘polls’ to quickly gauge the level of understanding in the classroom 
● Tests / Quizzes and practice papers set using Google Forms 
● Marked google docs / sheets / slides that are then re-shared with students 
● Many teachers are now using ‘Mote’ more frequently. ‘Mote’ allows teachers to 

submit small audio feedback into electronic documents. This approach allows the 
teacher to provide high quality feedback using their own voice.  

● Commercially available websites: some provide excellent assessment of students. 
In science we use the ‘Educake’ website to do most of our ongoing assessment. In 
Maths we use ‘Hegarty Maths’ to do most of our assessment. These platforms 
provide students with detailed feedback on their strengths and areas for 
development. 
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Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional 
support from adults at home to access remote education? 
 

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs 
and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support 
from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we 
will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways: 

● Classroom teachers are expected to take account of students’ special educational 
needs in their lesson planning, including the differentiation of lesson tasks where 
appropriate 

● Each student on the SEND register has been allocated a key worker who is 
usually a teaching assistant. The key worker will email or telephone the student to 
check they are OK and understand the work that has been set. The key worker is 
also able to communicate with individual teachers to feedback on the child’s 
progress or flag up any concerns that need to be addressed. 

● If a student is on one of our electronic interventions for reading e.g. Lexia or 
Fluency Tutor this intervention will still take place.  The student would be expected 
to complete this in a core PE or SAIL lesson having registered with their PE/SAIL 
teacher first.  Staff will monitor the interventions and flag up any concerns that 
need to be addressed. 

Remote education for self-isolating pupils 
 

Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in 
school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole 
groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school. 

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will 
their remote education differ from the approaches described above?  
 

In situations where a student needs to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group 
remains in school, we are not usually able to deliver live lessons. Instead, work is 
provided for all subjects of the curriculum in the google classroom for that subject. We 
expect our teaching staff to upload the lesson materials, including presentations and 
tasks, for each lesson they would normally teach in class. This means that, providing 
isolating students have accessed the work, they will not have missed out on the main 
teaching when they return. Students are asked to submit their work through the Google 
classroom platform and the teacher will then assess the work.  
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