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Welcome to Northallerton
Sixth Form College 
Dear Student,

Thank you for your interest in Northallerton Sixth Form College. I am delighted that you are 
considering becoming a student here. We are very proud of our Sixth Form provision which 
is “big enough to provide and small enough to care” and year on year our results are good.

Students tell us they enjoy the Sixth Form experience and particularly welcome the extra 

success of the students speaks for itself. Every year virtually every student moves on to 
further success in higher education or employment with training. This includes winning 
places at Oxford and Cambridge and other Russell Group universities as well as prestigious 
higher level apprenticeships and even places in the country’s top music conservatoires.

excellent study and social facilities. There is a mature learning environment that is 

curricular activities available as well as volunteering and work experience opportunities. 
We think Northallerton Sixth Form College is a great place to study and has a proven track 
record of equipping students to successfully meet their aspirations.

I hope that you will see for yourself at our Virtual Open Evening all we have to offer and 
why we are so proud of our Sixth Form and our students. You may also like to contact Mrs 
Kathryn Redpath (Head of Sixth Form) if you wish to discuss any facet of our provision in 
more detail or come for a one to one visit at a later date.

Thank you once again for your interest. 

Mrs V Rahn
Head of School
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Making the right choices
for you 

Making choices about which courses to follow obviously requires a lot of careful thought and research. This information is given 
to help guide you through the decision making process and provide you with some useful website addresses. If you wish to 

route at college and then on to university or employment with training. It is worth looking on the UCAS website to check which 
subjects these universities/employers prefer.

Mrs Redpath - Head of Sixth Form
Email: redpath.k@northallertonschool.org.uk
Tel: 01609 773340

Mr Cadell - Assistant Head of Sixth Form
Email: cadell.m@northallertonschool.org.uk
Tel: 01609 773340 

Russell Group University advice - www.russellgroup.ac.uk

University Applications - www.ucas.co.uk

Careers information - www.careersbox.co.uk

National Careers Service -www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk

The Sixth Form Team Useful websites to consider
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A Choice of
Pathways 
Which pathway is best suited to you? Which subjects do you need if you wish to go to university? How do you like to learn best? 
Do you prefer coursework? Which subjects do you currently enjoy?

These are some of the questions you will ask yourself when trying to choose the right pathway for your Sixth Form studies. This 
is a personal decision and one that we will discuss with you during your Sixth Form interview in the Spring Term.

also have on your timetable:

The Pathways:
In AdditionPathways Type of courses Examples

A Level Academic 
Pathway

Students choose 3 A level subjects, 
which are examined at the end of Year 
13. Occasionally some students may be 
allowed to take 4 subjects.

Chemistry, Physics and Maths

English, History and French 

Economics, Maths and OCR Ext 
Cert Business Studies 

OCR Diploma in Health and 
Social Care plus OCR Ext Cert in 
Science

OCR Diploma in Health and 
Social Care with A Level English 
Language

OCR Cambridge Tech Extended 
Diploma in Health and Social 
Care

OR
Students could take a single vocational 
course instead of one A level subject

Students choose a combination of OCR 

courses

OR
Students could replace a vocational 
choice with an academic A level

Full time vocational course

Level 3 Vocational 
Pathway

1 Directed study time 
to complete work set by your teachers

2 Learning 4 Life
for careers guidance and one-to-one 
tutoring support

3 Enrichment activities

4
(an optional extra)

5 GCSE resit English and Maths 
(compulsory for students who have 
not already achieved 4 or above 
grades in these subjects)



Next Steps Guidance
We believe that individual guidance onto the right courses and personalised careers advice is critical to ensure students have high 

placement to develop their skills and knowledge.

In Summer 2020 the vast majority of our Year 13 students embarked on their chosen path.

a place.

We also place great importance on supporting students who wish to pursue the higher level apprenticeship route or who want to 

planner software with guidance from their experienced personal tutor.

Northallerton School & Sixth Form College have helped set me up 
for future success. By working closely with my form tutor I have 
been able to set challenging but achievable goals to drive me to 
success. Throughout one to one sessions with my tutor and a trip to 

available to further my education. The work experience week in July 
helped me further my understanding into the profession I think I 
would like to go into. There’s been many opportunities to gain help 
with my personal statement and application for university by all in 
the sixth form team.

I recently shadowed a Senior criminal barrister in Middlesbrough 
Crown Court before a jury. I witnessed several serious cases which 
I found really interesting and was intrigued by how the defence and 
prosecution presented their arguments. I watched the effects that 

family members and even the experienced professionals conducting 
the case. From this I have gained language skills that I have been 
able to use in my subjects and have broadened my knowledge and 
understanding for what I would like to do in the future.
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Enrichment 
Ski Trip

every ability was accommodated for and we all 
loved every second. Over the course of the week 
everyone had the opportunity to see the beautiful 
mountain views with their instructor and group. 
Each day we stopped at different mountain side 
cafés for lunch before carrying on skiing in the 
afternoon. Each evening we were served a 
3-course meal at the hotel before evening activities 

night and swimming. It was an amazing experience 
which made me want to return the next year 
without a doubt.

The ski trip is an invaluable opportunity to learn a 

across the 4 year groups. It is a fantastic experience 
and I would highly recommend it to anyone with 
any level of skiing ability in the school or sixth form.”
Lucy Hixson

Climbing Club
We have a weekly climbing club where students 
of varying ages and abilities conquer their fears 
and learn new team work and communication 
skills by getting up our indoor 20 foot high 
climbing wall.

Drama Production
The 2019 School production of 'Alice' saw a cast 
of over 30 students from across Years 7 to 13 
work together to present 2 nights of high quality 
entertainment. The modern adaptation of the well 
known Lewis Carroll story took the audience on a 

confusion and an emotional impact. The highly 

and dedication of our students in yet

The 2020 production has been busy rehearsing so 

a large cast spanning all year groups and a 
dedicated core of Key Stage 4 and 5 at the heart 
of the company.
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I have always had high ambitions and staff have 
enabled me to achieve academically to the best of 

my ability. I have had lots of support with my 
university application and hope to attend a 

prestigious university.

Ryan
Sixth Form Student

accepted a place to study at prestigious and world-renowned 
Cambridge University. Ryan has been an exceptional student 
throughout his time at the school and has also been an 
outstanding ambassador in a wide range of extra-curricular roles 
– not least as our Head Boy. He thoroughly deserves his place on 
the historical tripos course which he gained through studying A 
Levels in English Language and English Literature as well as 
history. Following a tense week surrounding the unusual results 

education at Gonville and Caius College in the autumn. Good luck 
to Ryan from all at NSSFC – we’re exceptionally proud of you!  

9



Smaller class sizes have 

my time at Northallerton 
Sixth Form as this enables 

you to spend more time with 
teachers and get greater 
support with my subjects.

Beth
Sixth Form 
Student
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Sixth Form 
Transport
The County Council provides transport assistance for sixth form students if they live more than 3 miles away from the college 
and if the college is the nearest establishment offering a course that the Authority consider suitable to a student's career choice. 

www.northyorks.gov.uk/transport-sixth-form-or-college

Students should apply for transport assistance in late May / early June so that their travel pass can be arranged in good time for 
the start of their course.

allowance to get them to the nearest pickup point.

Students travelling from any area served by the Dales and District Public bus service can currently travel with a student ID card.

Some Sixth Form students are eligible to receive 
a bursary (see page 12 for further information). 
In order to be eligible the student’s household 

used to purchase a travel permit through 
advanced payments set up by the college 

right they are also eligible for the bursary.

Student Bursary



You could be eligible for a Northallerton Sixth Form College 16-19 Bursary!

01609 773340

University interviews &
Open days 

Course related
trips 

Books and Equipment
for courses

Any other related costs 

Meals whilst at
college 

Transport Costs 
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Your
Application
Once you have decided which courses you 
would like to study you need to complete an 
application form with your initial choices. 
You can complete the online application 
form on the college website.

It is advisable to return your application 

form interviews in the spring term.

Dates for your diary
Sixth Form Enrolment Day -
Friday 27th August 2021 - 10am - 1:30pm

13



In the News

The Cuthbert Cross is a prestigious award presented 
annually to one male and one female student in Year 13. All 
nominations come from the students. Nominated students 

by other Year 13 students and staff. A vote is then cast to 
decide the winner.

represents the school’s association with Durham Cathedral. 
The original citation of the award is as follows:

Two challenge badges to be awarded annually by the 

done most to enhance the character and reputation of their 
school’.

winners in a very different way – online via Google Meet! 

Beth and Jess. 

An even bigger round of virtual applause for our two 
worthy winners, Ryan and Emily.

Ryan’s written submission outlined the huge number of 
extra-curricular activities he organised and participated in 
throughout his time at the school. As well as being an 

NSSFC as a wonderful ambassador through the role of 
Head Boy. He is hoping to go on to study history at 
Cambridge.

Emily has spent a large amount of time as a sixth form 
student helping others – especially students in younger 
years. She has not only contributed to coaching schemes but 
has also acted as a teaching assistant at times; she has 
been a driving force behind the SAIL coaching programme 
and is a positive role model for all younger students. Next 

Northumbria University.
14

We have been very pleased to see our Sixth Form students 
receive their results today and congratulate them on their 
hard work and efforts over the past two years. In spite of 
the challenging circumstances and controversial grading 

many positives and achievements of our committed and 
hard-working students.

Staff have provided support and advice on the results 
students have received and have helped individuals to 
secure university places in a diverse range of subjects if 
needed.

our Year 13 students for their hard work and the resilience 
they have shown throughout this year. I would like to thank 
all of our staff for their efforts and expertise in teaching our 
students throughout their time at NSSFC. They have 
collectively supported and guided our students to 
successfully progress onto their next steps.

These include:

Medical School

Medicine and Surgery at Harper and Keele Veterinary 
School

Northumbria

Leeds

Communication at Manchester Metropolitan

Congratulations to all our Year 13 cohort and we wish 
them the very best of success in their future plans.’

extend my congratulations to all our students. I am proud 

opportunities represented by these students’ success are 

pastoral care and career guidance. We must also thank 
and congratulate the parents for their great support of both 
the school and the students.’ 

Well done!
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Art AQA 

series of  bespoke projects. This course combines well with 

The course is delivered through a series of exciting projects 
which offer scope for individual interpretation and 
development. Projects are practical in nature and are 
supported with demonstrations and examples to enhance 
understanding. Project briefs give a clear structure to each 
piece of work and guidance is given on a one to one basis 
throughout. Visits to galleries are used as a springboard to 
inspire individual projects.

Candidates submit one major project which includes a written 
related study that must be between 1000-3000 words. 
Internally assessed and externally moderated.

Externally set exam question. Internally assessed and 
externally moderated.

Entry into the course requires enthusiasm and commitment to 
develop independent creative skills. Achieving a grade 5 at 
GCSE is a prerequisite for the course.

The course combines well with many subjects in higher and 
further education and develops many transferable skills. The 
course enables students to build a portfolio of work suitable 
for entry into foundation or degree level art.

You get a real sense of freedom 
and the class sizes are small.

Georgia

allsop.s@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information
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Biology AQA 

Biology is the study of the wonder of the natural world.  The 
physiology and biochemistry of organisms is underpinned by 

across evolutionary time.  By studying A-level biology you will 
gain an insight into the wide-ranging and fascinating world 

better understand the processes behind life. 

Eight units (split into various sub-units) covering:
Year 12

evolution and biodiversity and ecology.

Year 13

and Gene technologies.

Units incorporate a variety of practical activities including the 
twelve Required Practicals set by the exam board (that must 

research-based activities.

There are three exams at the end of the two-year course 

learning at A-Level plus a synoptic essay). Students will also 
complete a series of Required Practicals across both years of 
study - those who complete these to a satisfactory standard 
will receive Practical Endorsement.

Language.

Biology A-level is not just about going on to be a ‘biologist’ - it 

dentistry or veterinary science. If you are interested in 

forms a solid foundation for excellence in a great number of 

stephenson.a@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information



Business Studies OCR

Businesses are at the heart of the community; they develop 

skills of the UK workforce.

You will study 5 units - 2 in Year 12 and 3 in Year 13. 

Year 12
The business environment and customers and 
communication.

Year 13

business.

The business environment and working in business are 
externally assessed. The other units are assessed internally 
and externally moderated in the summer term.

The course is equivalent to 1 A level and will allow you to 
further your studies in business or a related area. It can be 
combined with other A level subjects for study at higher 
education. Additionally the skills and knowledge obtained will 
provide a sound basis for employment in a business related 
profession.

redpath.k@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information

The teaching is high quality 
with small class sizes for lots 

of support.

Josh
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Chemistry AQA 

Chemistry is involved in so many parts of daily life such as 

atmosphere to list just a few. Studying chemistry at A-Level 
provides you with a much deeper understanding of some of 
the key concepts covered at GCSE such as bonding and pH. 
Chemistry is fundamentally a practical subject and as such 
you will complete a wide range of practical tasks learning new 
techniques and using specialist apparatus. These tasks 
include oxidising alcohols and synthesizing aspirin.

inorganic and physical chemistry which are spread over both 
years so you will be taught a varied range of topics in both 
Year 12 and Year 13.

There are 12 required practicals which are completed at their 
relevant stage in the course and allow many new practical 
techniques to be developed.

There are 3 exams at the end of the 2 year course and the 
required practicals must all be completed and all 
competencies met to pass that component of the course.

in English and maths.

Chemistry is a must for anyone considering a career in 

regarded for many other degree courses as the skills 

and practical skills are all transferable. There are many 
careers that an interest in chemistry could lead you to such as 

biochemistry.

jones.i@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information

Learning is easier because 
of the small class sizes.

Daniel



Drama & Theatre Studies Pearson

Drama is a highly practical exploration of theatre that will 
enhance your practical drama skills whilst broadening your 
views of what theatre is and how it can communicate to 
audiences in a creative and encouraging environment.

styles and practitioners. In Component 1 you will create an 

theatre practitioner and produce a written portfolio that tracks 
the process. 

linking to practitioners and original performance conditions.

Component 1
Internally assessed and externally moderated.

Component 2
Assessed live by a visiting examiner.

Component 3
Assessed through a written examination.

A minimum of 5 GCSEs grade 4 or above including English. 

essential. 

Many of our students go on to study Drama and Performing 

wide range of opportunities within the media and 
entertainment industries. The skills developed by Drama 
students are highly sought after in a wide range of industries 

stimson.n@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information
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Economics AQA 

Economics is all about the real and ever changing world from 
the perspective of real organisations and individuals 
concerned with solving the problem of scarcity and the 
distribution of resources.  

4 units over two years
The operation of markets and market failure
The national economy in a global context

The national and international economy

3 exams at the end of Year 13. Each exam is 2 hours long. 
Each exam contributes equally to the overall grade.

A minimum of 5 GCSEs grade 4 or above including English 
and mathematics. 

Economics is a recognised academic subject and combines 
well with almost any subject. Taken with humanities subjects 

entrepreneur. It can also be combined with maths and 
sciences to provide additional skills for engineering.

redpath.k@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information

The class sizes are not too big 
so you get a lot of attention and 

feedback from teachers.

Kady



English Language AQA 

Studying ‘A’ Level English Language gives you the opportunity 
to explore this fascinating aspect of all our lives in much 
greater depth. It combines really well with a whole host of 

helps improve your written and spoken communication as 
well as your ability to read closely and for meaning.

You will develop the vocabulary to analyse language in detail 
but you are also introduced to whole new areas of study. You 

You also get to develop your creative writing skills through the 
coursework element of the course.

of the course. The rest of the marks are awarded for 

commentary and an in-depth language investigation.

Students will be expected to have achieved a grade 6 in an 
English GCSE or have shown a clear aptitude for the subject.

skills which are crucial to an enormous number of jobs and 
careers.

watkins.n@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information

English Language has a 
relaxed learning environment 

and is very interactive.

Jess
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English Literature AQA 

Studying literature will allow you to immerse yourself in 

of the time. You will learn new literary terminology to help you 
become a more critical reader and an evaluative writer. 

Shakespeare play) and a variety of modern and older poetry. 
You will also have the opportunity to undertake a more 

coursework requirement.

end of the course. The rest of the marks are awarded for 
coursework which consists of a study of two independent 
texts.

Students will be expected to have achieved a grade 6 in an 
English GCSE or have shown a clear aptitude for the subject.

media. It helps you to develop skills which are crucial to an 
enormous number of jobs and careers and is a highly 

herbert.m@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information

Studying English Literature at A 
level has allowed me to enjoy 

engaging with texts at a deeper 
level and express my own 

opinion more freely.

Sophie



Further Mathematics AQA 

If you have a real interest in studying maths this course will 
allow you to develop your mathematical skills further and 
wider than the normal A level syllabus.

You will study 3 topics over two years - pure mathematics 

will be either extra mechanics or extra statistics.  

3 exams and the end of Year 13
Core mathematics - 2hrs 40 mins
Mechanics - 2 hours 15 mins or 1 hour 15 mins
Statistics - 2 hours 15 mins or 1 hour 15 mins

in mathematics. 

Russell Group Universities.

atton.n@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information

It’s been really good to start 
sixth form knowing the 

teachers; the familiarity really 
helps you progress.

Harry
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Geography AQA 

Geography is a subject which is so important in today's 
changing world. The subject offers you in depth analysis of 
both human and physical geography and the interactions 
between them. The course helps you to analyse challenges 
and solutions to the globes problems. 

an essential part of the course and 4 trips are organised over 
the course for you to develop these essential skills.

Paper 1 Physical Geography 

Paper 2 Human Geography

Students need a grade 6 in Geography and at least 5 others 
grade 5 (Including grade 5 in English and maths).

Geography students are some of the most employable 
because they develop key skills which employers are looking 

environment agency.

smart.c@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information

Learning is active and 
exciting. 

Joe



Health & Social Care
OCR Cambridge Technicals

course has a lot to offer and could be for you. 

Are you passionate about improving the mental health of the 
nation; nursing the elderly or working on a neonatal ward; 

career possibilities to pursue from this course.

We offer 3 levels :    

Diploma (equivalent to 2 A levels)
Extended Diploma ( equivalent to 3 A levels)

We cover a wide range of units: building positive 

sexual health and relationships.

A mixture of external exams and externally moderated 
coursework.

A minimum of 5 GCSEs at level 4 and above including English 
and preferably science.

degree apprenticeships.

cook.c@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information
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History AQA 

History is fascinating. Studying it at A-level will give you 
knowledge of some of the most important periods in British 
and European history - knowledge that is vital for 
understanding our societies today.

Britain between 1603 and 1702. The second unit is a depth 
study of Weimar and Nazi Germany between 1918 and 1945. 
You will also complete an independent research piece on 
Russia under the Tsars and the Soviets.

There are two examinations taken at the end of Year 13. 

Most students will have achieved a grade 5 or above in GCSE 

language will be required.

Universities especially value history as preparation for 

history at A-level are also highly valued by university science 
departments and apprenticeship providers. Recent students 
have gone on to study a whole range of courses from history 
and law to paramedic science and criminology. 

stacey-chapman.a@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information

Learning is made fun and 
taught clearly. 

Harry



Law AQA 

Studying this exciting and challenging discipline helps you 

worry; the course is designed to remove any feelings of 
uncertainty and confusion that may arise from taking a new 
subject. When you begin A Level Law you will be introduced 
to the English Legal System as a whole. This will involve 

Judges interpret these laws. You will also study the role of 

Magistrates. You will study both the theory and application of 
Criminal Law. This will involve looking at the fatal offences of 

well as the capacity defences of insanity and intoxication. The 
course will be assessed by examination. There is no 
coursework.

Year 1
· The Nature of Law and the English Legal System
· Criminal Law
· The Law of Tort

Year 2
· The Nature of Law and the English Legal System
· Criminal Law
· Contract Law

Language.

By learning about legal rules and how and why they apply to 

thinking and problem-solving skills. All these skills are highly 

provides an excellent background for university and careers 

management and business areas.

sherwood.j@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information
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Mathematics AQA 

In an ever changing and advancing world Maths can play an 

will come in handy in both further study and future careers. 
Maths at A-Level will leave you with research skills that will 

more effectively. Studying Maths will provide you with the 

situations in mathematics and elsewhere.  The course covers 
3 main areas of Maths.  Pure which covers topics such as 

laws.

Paper 1 - Pure Mathematics - 2 hours -  third of the course
Paper 2 - Pure and Statistics - 2 hours - third of the course
Paper 3 - Pure and Mechanics - 2 hours - third of the 
course

 

Students will be expected to have achieved at least a grade 6 
in GCSE Mathematics.

Studying Maths at A level gives you a number of advantages 
in both further study and the careers market.  A good 

Accounting and Finance at university level.

atton.n@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information
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Media OCR Cambridge Technicals

On a daily basis we submerge ourselves in media products of 

world around them and to understand how media appeals 
and manipulates audiences.  Media studies is an interesting 

industries are one of the biggest areas of economic growth 

We analyse familiar media texts to better understand how 

planning and development of ideas working to live briefs. 
Outcomes are generally print based or audio-visual.

GCSE Media Studies is preferable but not a necessity.  

Drama or English excel on this course.

Year 12
Unit 2: Pre- production planning (June Exam)
Unit 20: Advertising Media
Unit 24: Cross Media Industry Awareness

Year 13
Unit 1: Media Products & audiences (January Exam)
Unit 21: Plan & deliver a pitch for a media product
Unit 3: Create a media Product

Many students progress to university on media related 

concept art.

kreczak.j@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information



Modern Foreign LanguagesAQA 
(French and Spanish)

With major companies reporting a shortage of bilingual 

the opportunity to develop not only your communication skills 
but also your inter-cultural understanding. 

You will study aspects of modern society as well as the 
cultural heritage of many French/Spanish speaking countries. 

vocabulary tasks.

21-23 minute Speaking exam as well as a combined 

Minimum of Grade 6 in French or Spanish at GCSE. 

French/Spanish opens doors to careers in a range of sectors 

many provide the option to study a language alongside 
another subject. 

winn.m@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information

If I need help with anything I 
know I can go and ask the staff 

Joseph
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Physical Education & Sport AQA

Studying PE and sport is a very varied and interesting course 

sociology in relation to sport and exercise. It can lead to a 

teaching and beyond. The course continues to be one of the 
best performing subjects in the sixth form and ensures that 
once left you move on successfully to the next step of your 
career. Studying this course allows you to apply what you are 
learning as you participate in your regular sports. 

which is 2 years. Some of the areas covered include applied 

physical activity and sport.

Students should have a minimum of Grade 6 in GCSE PE (and 
at least a 4 in the exam) or science. 

There will be 2 papers and a non-exam assessment which will 
be a practical performance in a fully competitive physical 

Paper 1
Factors affecting participation in physical activity and sport 

Paper 2
Factors affecting optimal performance in physical activity and 

Non-exam assessment
Practical performance in physical activity and sport 

A written analysis and evaluation of your sport (90 marks - 

careers in the sport and health industry.

harvey.a@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information



Physics AQA 

What is a quark? Is time the same for everyone? Physics deals 
with profound questions about the Universe. It is a subject 
that is continually evolving and the AS/A2 course content will 
help you learn about some of the most important 
technological and environmental issues of our time.  

Year 12

electricity and measurements and their errors.

Year 13

and turning points in physics.

You will have three exam papers at the end of Year 13 and will 
have to complete a number of required practicals throughout 
the course.

English and maths.

graduates in physics related subjects are comparatively well 
paid. Courses followed by past students include civil 

environmental science. 

scott.c@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information

Learning is enjoyable and it 
motivates me to push 

myself.

Lucinda
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Product Design Edexcel thompson.d@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information

Creating and imagination are key for product design students. 

prototypes that solve real world problems using their own 

starting point for their design.  
Students acquire subject knowledge in design and technology. 
This includes how a product can be developed through the 

manufacture.

interactive board work and virtual design. 

The course is split into two components: 

Component 1
A written examination lasting 2 hours 30 minutes on the 

Minimum grade 4 in maths and science and grade 4 or above 
in technology or art subjects with an aptitude to model and 
handle software at this level.

have combined A Level design and technology with other A 
Levels have gone onto degrees and Higher National Diplomas 

and other areas unconnected with technology.

Component 2
Non-examined assessment and involves an Independent 



Psychology AQA 

Psychology allows learners to build a holistic view of human 
behaviour.  Further to this it allows developing a number of 
research skills which are applicable to most subjects should 
the learner wish to continue into further education.

The topics covered throughout the course are:

1.  
2.  Memory
3.  Attachment
4.  Psychopathology
5.  Approaches to Psychology
6.  Biopsychology
7.  Research Methods (Double weighted module)
8.  Issues and Debates in Psychology

As well as three optional modules studied in Year 13 
which are:

1.  Aggression
2.  Relationships
3.  Schizophrenia

Three equally weighted (96 Marks each) two hour exams.

Paper 1
Consists of topics 1-4

Paper 2
Consists of topics 5-7

Paper 3 
Consists of topic 8 and three optional modules

A grade 6 in mathematics and at least one grade 6 in science.

Previous students have gone on to study and begin careers in 

well-being (clinical psychology) and education (developmental 
psychology). Furthermore our students have cited skills 
developed as part of this course as aiding them in areas not 
immediately linked to psychology.

tucker.m@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information
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Religious Studies AQA bainbridge.j@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information

religions and concepts and developing your own worldview.  

the ability to understand and represent other perspectives and 
the ability to present persuasive arguments. 

The course is split into three main areas:

Philosophy

evil and suffering and self and life after death.

Ethics
Including theories such as Situation Ethics and Virtue Ethics 
and Natural Moral Law and topics such as free will and moral 
responsibility.

Christianity
Including topic areas such as sources of wisdom and 

science.

Two exams at the end of Year 13. Each exam is 3 hours long.

A minimum of 5 GCSEs grade 5 or above including English.

A level Religious Studies can provide you with excellent 

viewpoints. These skills can be incredibly helpful in a range of 
University degrees involving critical thinking and discussion 

degree level can lead to a range of challenging and rewarding 

from the skills gained. 



Applied Science OCR Cambridge Technicals

understanding to tasks or activities that are relevant to how 

and practical techniques to enable you to carry out 
experiments safely and accurately. You will be able to 
evaluate the analytical techniques to improve the quality and 

management. 

fundamentals and Unit 2 Laboratory Techniques. 

Unit 21 Product testing techniques. This consists of practical 

and coursework. 

5 units to complete
Two exams Unit 1 Science fundamentals and Unit 2 
Laboratory Techniques. It is possible to resit these to improve 
your grade.

3 pieces of coursework

Unit 21 Product testing techniques.

Trilogy science grade 5/4 or above and 4 other GCSEs 
including Maths and English Language grade 4 or above

This offers the opportunity to enter higher education in many 
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crosby.c@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information

cadell.m@northallertonschool.org.uk
Contact for further information

an independent research project on an area of your study - 

career interest or an area of personal interest.  By completing 
an EPQ you will gain valuable independent learning and 
research skills that are highly valued by employers and 
universities.

You will produce either a 5000 word report or an artefact and 
a 1000 word report. You will also need to give a 10/15 minute 
presentation about your EPQ. 

Your EPQ is assessed internally and moderated externally.

5 grade 4 and above GCSEs.

The EPQ is worth half an A level so is useful if you are 
applying for a points course at university. Alternatively some 
universities will offer you a reduced grades offer based on 
your EPQ grade.

EPQ AQA
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Resit English and Mathematics GCSE

Opportunities to re-sit English and Maths GCSEs are offered 

students who failed to achieve a basic pass in Year 11 but it is 
also open to students who did pass but want to try to achieve 
a higher grade.

Students are taught in dedicated small-group sessions that 

crucial GCSEs.

The teachers in the sixth form 
department make you want to 

come to school to learn because 
they are all enthusiastic and 

encouraging and actually care 
about the students.

Hannah
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You get a real sense of 
freedom and the class 

sizes are small.

Georgia

help you understand the 
theory.

Harry

It’s been really good to 
start sixth form knowing 

the teachers; the familiarity 
really helps you progress.

Harry

The lessons at 
Northallerton School and 

Sixth Form College are 
clearly well thought through 

causing all the student to 
feel comfortable and at 

ease.
Taylor

The teachers are good and 
give you freedom.

Lucy

Why you should choose
Northallerton Sixth Form College

involved with activities 
that are engaging as well 

as being informed of useful 
information.

James

41



42

Northallerton Sixth Form is 
a caring and welcoming 

place to learn. The teachers 
give us lots of support to 
help us achieve our best.

Katlego
Sixth Form 
Student




