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Welcome to the June edition of Northallerton 
News; celebrating the achievements of our 
students and keeping you informed.

We hope you enjoy reading about the exciting 
things our students have been getting up to 
during lockdown. 

A Home
Learning
Celebration
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Last week we were really pleased to have safely welcomed back some of our Year 10 and Year 12 
students. It is lovely to see students returning to school so positively and keen to access our 
face-to-face provision. 

As we enter the final weeks of this academic year, I want to share with you how we quality assure 
our online curriculum provision. This is led by the senior leadership team and heads of department 
who monitor and evaluate the online curriculum provision to ensure that all year groups have access 
to high quality resources and teacher feedback. We also monitor student engagement and identify 
those students who may need further support. This support has been given via email, a telephone 
call or a Googlemeet with both our academic and pastoral staff. It is really important to remind 
students to keep up to date with their work. If your child is struggling to sustain their engagement 
and you would like to talk to someone at school about how we can further support you, then please 
contact your child’s Head of Year in the first instance. 

An update of our provision for Year 10
We have introduced a series of face-to-face subject specific tutorials this week. We have also developed our 
online teaching to include a daily live tutorial to all Year 10 students at 2pm. This will be recorded to ensure that 
any student who is unable to participate live will be able to view it at a later time. They will also provide revision 
materials for students to return to throughout next year. Further details about our Year 10 provision have been 
sent separately to Year 10 parents.

In our June newsletter we have shared lots of examples of student work. We hope you enjoy looking 
at the range of tasks that students have completed.

I hope you and your families are well. Best wishes from everyone at school.

VE Rahn
Head of School

Heads
Welcome

Updates

Head of Year 7: Mr Tyreman tyreman.r@northallertonschool.org.uk

Head of Year 8: Mrs Wilson wilson.k@northallertonschool.org.uk

Head of Year 9: Mr Stimson stimson.m@northallertonschool.org.uk

Head of Year 10: Miss Robson robson.d@northallertonschool.org.uk

Head of Year 11: Miss McCarten mccarten.h@northallertonschool.org.uk

Head of Year 12/13: Mr Cadell cadell.m@northallertonschool.org.uk

3



An update of our provision for Year 12
The Year 12 subject tutorials began last week and will continue for the next two weeks. The attendance at these 
tutorials last week was very good and it was great to see students back in the classrooms, albeit socially 
distanced with a maximum of 6 students in a room! The subject tutorials will cover each option block, mainly on 
a Thursday and Friday. For those subjects taught in collaboration with Stokesley School, we have included some 
tutorials using subject specialists based in Northallerton. 

We are planning to offer support before the end of the term on the UCAS application process - details of this will 
be communicated to students once they are finalised. 

The proportion of Year 12 subjects that are now using live lessons is increasing week by week. As a school we 
now have 20 staff who are trained and are routinely running live lessons on Cisco Webex. 

Year 11 and Year 13 Celebration Assembly
To celebrate their time at Northallerton School & Sixth Form College, we will be hosting a special assembly 
towards the end of term for Years 11 and 13. Staff are busy planning their speeches and look forward to sharing 
their many fond memories with you all. Further details of these events will be sent to parents of Year 11 and Year 
13.

Year 11 and Year 13 Results day
We have now submitted our centre-assessed grades for all GCSE, A level and vocational entries to the exam 
boards. The grades will then undergo a moderation process, which is being done across the UK, to ensure that 
these centre-assessed grades are consistent and reliable. The moderation process will correct any centres that 
have been overly generous or harsh so that the grades that students achieve are fair. The grades that students 
get will be ‘calculated’ grades that have gone through this moderation process. As a school we will not know 
these grades until they are issued to the students in August. 

A level and other Year 13 vocational results will be available on Thursday 13th August this year. GCSE and other 
Year 11 vocational results will be available on Thursday 20th August this year. We are currently finalising our 
plans for both results days and we will write to you in the next couple of weeks to confirm these arrangements.

All Year 11, 12 and 13 students will have the opportunity, if they wish, to sit one or more of their missed exams 
in the autumn term, once the school is fully open again. More information will be provided when the exam 
timetable is released. Students do not need to inform us of their intention to sit an exam before the results are 
published in August - they can do this after. We will be available during the results day and after to support 
students with this. 

Our provision for Year 7, 8 & 9 students
We will be conducting academic and wellbeing meetings for all children in these year groups over the course of 
the next few weeks. These conversations aim to check on the wellbeing of all our students. However, should you 
need to contact us at any time with any concerns then please contact your child’s HOY in the first instance. 
Please see above for these contact details.

You may be aware that we have been running live lessons for Year 12 and some Year 10 students and the 
feedback we have received has been extremely positive. Starting from Monday 22nd June, we will be offering 
daily Year 10 live lessons to supplement the online work already being provided and we have plans to roll this 
out into Year 7-9 before the end of the term. Mr Brown will share a detailed schedule with you with times for 
these lessons and joining instructions. 

School Uniform
Schoolshop continues to be our supplier for school uniform.  Please be aware that the cut-off date for 
guaranteed delivery of online and telephone orders, before the start of term, is the 29th July 2020.  Any parent 
wishing to visit the shop in York is asked to make an appointment first - this can be done online via their website 
at school-shop.co.uk/appointment-booking-calender/

Remote Learning
Thank you to parents who have contacted us with feedback about our online learning provision. We welcome all 
feedback and comments as this helps to inform us of how we can improve our provision further. Please contact 
Mr Wilkinson, Deputy Headteacher wilkinson.a@northallertonschool.org.uk with any queries or feedback.
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The Cuthbert Cross is a prestigious award presented annually to one 
male and one female student in Year 13. All nominations come from 
the students. Nominated students are then invited to provide a written 
submission, to be read by other Year 13 students and staff. A vote is 
then cast to decide the winner.
 
The Cuthbert Cross was first awarded in 1910 and represents the 
school’s association with Durham Cathedral.

The original citation of the award is as follows: 
 
‘Two challenge badges to be awarded annually by the headmaster, 
staff and senior scholars to the boy and girl who by their loyal, 
chivalrous and honourable conduct have done most to enhance the 
character and reputation of their school’.
 
 
This year, we had to announce the results and inform the winners in a 
very different way – online via Google Meet! Nevertheless, the 
achievement of being nominated and, ultimately, being successful is 
not diminished at all. Congratulations to this year’s nominees: Joseph, 
Sam, Lucy, Beth and Jess. An even bigger round of virtual applause for 
our two worthy winners: 
 
Ryan and Emily
 
Ryan’s written submission outlined the huge number of 
extra-curricular activities he organised and participated in throughout 
his time at the school. As well as being an exceptional student 
academically, Ryan has represented NSSFC as a wonderful 
ambassador through the role of Head Boy. He is hoping to go on to 
study history at Cambridge.
 
Emily has spent a large amount of time as a sixth form student helping 
others – especially students in younger years. She has not only 
contributed to coaching schemes but has also acted as a teaching 
assistant at times; she has been a driving force behind the SAIL 
coaching programme and is a positive role model for all younger 
students. Next year, Emily will be moving on to study Psychology at 
Northumbria University.

Northallerton Sixth Form
College Cuthbert Cross
Awards 2020
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House Logo
Competition
As many of you will know, the latest 
competition in our House system was to create 
a representative emblem for the houses. These 
shields will be used throughout the House 
system, creating an instantly recognisable 
brand for each House, along with a reminder of 
the values that we promote in our school 
community.

Mr Stephenson has kindly donated his skills 
and time to digitise the students’ original 
designs. We think you’ll agree, he has done an 
AMAZING job!
    
All of our Heads and Deputy Heads of Houses 
would like to extend a final congratulations to 
our winning students. As per all good 
competitions (much like Britain’s Got Talent!), 
the entrants made us smile, laugh, and, most 
importantly, ponder!

Read on to find out more about each winning 
entry and why we chose them.
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Boakes
The winner of the House Logo Competition for Boakes 
House was Lottie. Lottie (Year 8) really encapsulated the 
values of being a part of Boakes in her logo design, which 
paid particular attention to the true dedication shown by 
the namesake of the House. The House is named after a 
recent student of the school, Rebecca Boakes, who has a 
black belt in karate and is representing Great Britain 
around the world. She demonstrates great fortitude, 
resilience and dedication to reach the very highest level 
of the sport and inspires many of the current students. 

Lottie was also able to cleverly incorporate the values 
and symbols that best represent our school. The values 
of excellence, friendship and respect are key attributes 
which the school aims to instil in all pupils. The symbolic 
Cuthbert Cross, which has held strong connections to the 
school for over a century, was also included in Lottie's 
design.

Very well done, Lottie! 
Ms Bainbridge (Head of House Boakes) and Mr Bunn 
(Deputy Head of House Boakes)

Chapman
‘The green reed which bends in the wind is stronger than 
the mighty oak which breaks in a storm’ – Confucius

Danny (Year 7) wowed us, winning the competition with his 
design based around resilience.

Danny used Hannah Chapman – Northallerton School 
Alumni and Editor of the Northern Echo – as inspiration. 
Hannah joined the Northern Echo in 2003 as a trainee 
reporter and over the next 15 years gradually worked her 
way to the top. To make her achievements even more 
spectacular, Hannah is also the first woman to be in an 
editing role at the Northern Echo in its 150-year history.

Hannah’s story is one of great resilience and one that 
demonstrates that, with time and effort, we can accomplish 
our dreams. Danny has taken these traits and visualised 
them as a tree, unbreaking in the wind, stating that the tree 
atop ‘a hill is a symbol of resilience, as it is constantly 
battered by the wind but adapts in order to survive’.

Thank you so much for your entry Danny, and well done!
Mr Maughan (Deputy Head of House Chapman)
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Cowell
The winner of the House Logo Competition for Cowell House was 
Ellie-Mai (Year 8). Ellie-Mai really encapsulated the values of being a part 
of Cowell in her logo design, which paid particular attention to the idea 
that we all play our part in making the world better. We should be mindful 
of everyone who has lived, struggled against hardship and stood up for 
what they believed.
 
This House was named after Sylvester Cowell who was a student at the 
school before the First World War. He joined the Merchant Navy and was 
tragically killed in action when he was only 17/18 years old. Little is 
known about him, but we do know he put others first. This House 
represents the idea of putting others before yourself – making a sacrifice.
 
Ellie-Mai was also able to cleverly incorporate a blue tit into the design. To 
sailors, the blue tit is a sign of loyalty or luck and so is linked to Cowell’s 
Merchant Navy background. This bird is a common sight in the British 
Isles but can be found in many other countries – this reflects our national 
identity and also being part of a global community. It is, furthermore, 
regarded as a creature of nobility and has a rich and colourful history. The 
blue tit is also a symbol of love, faith, hope and honour which are all 
positive attributes attached to this wonderful creature. The design 
includes four different coloured stars to represent each of the Houses at 
our school.
 
Very well done, Ellie-Mai!
Mr Jennings (Head of House Cowell)

Radcliffe
Aimee (Year 8) and Jonathon (Year 7) were our winners of the House Logo 
Competition for Radcliffe!

Aimee's idea of books with a graduation cap was really fantastic; this 
combination of academia with the underlying message of never giving up 
is so prevalent to us as Radcliffe House. And, of course, beautiful artistry!

The motto of 'always learning’, that Aimee included, went beautifully with 
the quote from Margaret Atwood. The relevance is not about being perfect, 
but about trying and refusing to give up and displaying one of the core 
values at Northallerton – resilience!

Jonathon's design of the dragon was just brilliant! The incorporation of the 
colour red symbolises being as fearless as a dragon in EVERYTHING we do.

Our House is named after John Radcliffe who had a passion for learning 
and worked hard all his life to educate himself and others. Radcliffe House 
represents doing your best in everything you try. Aimee and Jonathon have 
perfectly captured the passion of John Radcliffe in his academic prowess, 
as well as determination and the refusal to give up – that is the nature and 
very being of Radcliffe House!

Congratulations once again, Aimee and Jonathon!
Mrs Winn (Head of House Radcliffe) and Miss Robson (Deputy Head of 
House Radcliffe)

An update of our provision for Year 12
The Year 12 subject tutorials began last week and will continue for the next two weeks. The attendance at these 
tutorials last week was very good and it was great to see students back in the classrooms, albeit socially 
distanced with a maximum of 6 students in a room! The subject tutorials will cover each option block, mainly on 
a Thursday and Friday. For those subjects taught in collaboration with Stokesley School, we have included some 
tutorials using subject specialists based in Northallerton. 

We are planning to offer support before the end of the term on the UCAS application process - details of this will 
be communicated to students once they are finalised. 

The proportion of Year 12 subjects that are now using live lessons is increasing week by week. As a school we 
now have 20 staff who are trained and are routinely running live lessons on Cisco Webex. 

Year 11 and Year 13 Celebration Assembly
To celebrate their time at Northallerton School & Sixth Form College, we will be hosting a special assembly 
towards the end of term for Years 11 and 13. Staff are busy planning their speeches and look forward to sharing 
their many fond memories with you all. Further details of these events will be sent to parents of Year 11 and Year 
13.

Year 11 and Year 13 Results day
We have now submitted our centre-assessed grades for all GCSE, A level and vocational entries to the exam 
boards. The grades will then undergo a moderation process, which is being done across the UK, to ensure that 
these centre-assessed grades are consistent and reliable. The moderation process will correct any centres that 
have been overly generous or harsh so that the grades that students achieve are fair. The grades that students 
get will be ‘calculated’ grades that have gone through this moderation process. As a school we will not know 
these grades until they are issued to the students in August. 

A level and other Year 13 vocational results will be available on Thursday 13th August this year. GCSE and other 
Year 11 vocational results will be available on Thursday 20th August this year. We are currently finalising our 
plans for both results days and we will write to you in the next couple of weeks to confirm these arrangements.

All Year 11, 12 and 13 students will have the opportunity, if they wish, to sit one or more of their missed exams 
in the autumn term, once the school is fully open again. More information will be provided when the exam 
timetable is released. Students do not need to inform us of their intention to sit an exam before the results are 
published in August - they can do this after. We will be available during the results day and after to support 
students with this. 

Our provision for Year 7, 8 & 9 students
We will be conducting academic and wellbeing meetings for all children in these year groups over the course of 
the next few weeks. These conversations aim to check on the wellbeing of all our students. However, should you 
need to contact us at any time with any concerns then please contact your child’s HOY in the first instance. 
Please see above for these contact details.

You may be aware that we have been running live lessons for Year 12 and some Year 10 students and the 
feedback we have received has been extremely positive. Starting from Monday 22nd June, we will be offering 
daily Year 10 live lessons to supplement the online work already being provided and we have plans to roll this 
out into Year 7-9 before the end of the term. Mr Brown will share a detailed schedule with you with times for 
these lessons and joining instructions. 

School Uniform
Schoolshop continues to be our supplier for school uniform.  Please be aware that the cut-off date for 
guaranteed delivery of online and telephone orders, before the start of term, is the 29th July 2020.  Any parent 
wishing to visit the shop in York is asked to make an appointment first - this can be done online via their website 
at school-shop.co.uk/appointment-booking-calender/

Remote Learning
Thank you to parents who have contacted us with feedback about our online learning provision. We welcome all 
feedback and comments as this helps to inform us of how we can improve our provision further. Please contact 
Mr Wilkinson, Deputy Headteacher wilkinson.a@northallertonschool.org.uk with any queries or feedback.
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We have updated the style, material and have 
a couple of additional garments on the 
Schoolshop website for the Northallerton 
School and Sixth Form College PE kit. This will 
be a phased approach from September and we 
emphasise that we would not expect anyone 
from Year 8 upwards to go out and buy these 
items unless it was a necessity for the student. 
From now onwards, the new-styled PE kit is the 
only one you will be able to purchase from the 
website; however, the old PE kit is still 
acceptable to wear until the student outgrows 
it or parents need to replace it.

Changes to 
our PE Kit

The following information has been 
circulated from the City of London 
National Fraud Intelligence Bureau.

NHS Test and Trace

If NHS Test and Trace calls you by phone, 
the service will be using a single phone 
number 0300 0135 000. The only website 
the service will ask you to visit is 

contact-tracing.phe.gov.uk

Contact tracers will never:

- ask you to dial a premium rate number to 
speak to us (for example, those starting 
09 or 087)

- ask you to make any form of payment

- ask for any details about your bank 
account

- ask for your social media identities or 
login details, or those of your contacts

- ask you for any passwords or PINs, or 
ask you to set up any passwords or PINs 
over the phone

- ask you to purchase a product

- ask you to download any software to 
your device or ask you to hand over 
control of your PC, smartphone or tablet

- ask you to access any website that does 
not belong to the Government or NHS.

Northallerton 
Youth Space
Volunteers
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By popular demand, the second of our literacy 
segments focuses on the issue of paragraphs. We 
all know what paragraphs are, but it seems that 
many of us are uncertain as to exactly how we 
should use them. When writing creatively, 
paragraphs can be used to enhance meaning, 
create tension and develop narrative but, for most 
of us, a simpler guide to usage is useful.

There are lots of handy mnemonics (PACT, PAFT, 
SPLAT!) to help us know when to start a new 
paragraph, but the most memorable has to be 
TiP-ToP. The idea is that you begin a new 
paragraph when:

Ti – You change to a new period of Time
P – You move to a different Place or location
To – You start a new Topic
P – You change to a different Person or a new 
Person enters
 

One of the few upsides of the current situation has 
been the extra time to read and explore new books 
and writers. A recent survey of our students 
indicated that over a third are reading more than 
before lockdown began and an even higher 
number are reading for at least an hour a week. 
There are dozens of reading recommendations for 
adults and young people across the internet – as 
well as our own school reading lists. 

The Guardian recently recommended the following 
teen reads: 

Reading Matters

Remember that students can still access 
Accelerated Reader quizzes from home, 
just follow this link:

ukhosted34.renlearn.co.uk/1946474/

A big congratulations to Abigail in Year 8 
who is leading the way so far with 10 
completed quizzes and an incredible 
2,347,030 words read! That’s the 
equivalent of reading ‘War and Peace’ 
four times! Once we’re all back together, 
we will definitely have some prizes for our 
most prolific lockdown readers.

Accelerated 
Reader

Camp
by Lev Rosen

The Colours that Blind
by Rutendo Tavengerwei

Clap When You Land
by Elizabeth Acevedo

Hideous Beauty
by William Hussey

Monthly Literacy
Focus #2
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The English department recently dedicated a whole week of learning to reading. As part of this, we set 
a competition to review any book and opened it up to all students. As usual, the quality of responses 
was superb and Miss O’Donnell had a difficult time picking the winners.

Our Year 7 winner is Ashton who wrote about not just one but a whole series of books – ‘The Inheritance 
Cycle’ by Christopher Paolini. This detailed review concluded with the comment that it is a ‘definite must 
read’ and gave it the full 5/5 stars.

Talitha is our Year 8 winner for a review of Michael Morpurgo’s ‘The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips’. 
This is clearly another highly recommended book with Talitha describing it as her ‘favourite’ of all the 
Morpurgo books read so far.

For Year 9, Matilda has been chosen as our winner for her review of the ever-popular ‘The Northern 
Lights’ by Philip Pullman. She recommends it to anyone who wants a ‘thrilling good book to read’.

In Year 10, the winner submitted what amounted to more of a critical essay than a review. Abbi 
produced a highly intelligent and imaginative analysis of Jane Austen’s classic, ‘Emma’, where she 
focused on the key themes of the novel. It’s certainly something that many A Level students would be 
proud to have written.

Well done to all our winners – keep reading!

 

Book Review Competition

Maths Challenge
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Exciting news! We’re pleased to say we’re taking part in School Diversity Week 
(22–26 June), along with millions of pupils across the UK.
 
What is School Diversity Week?

School Diversity Week is the national celebration of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
trans (LGBT+) equality in education. Organised by the charity Just Like Us, the 
week empowers you to come together to recognise diversity and understanding 
in schools and take responsibility for tackling homophobic, biphobic and 
transphobic bullying.
 
This matters to everyone, whether you’re LGBT+ or not. It can help prevent 
bullying, prepare you for life and is part of our country’s law.
 
Activities at Home

Due to the changes brought about by coronavirus, Just Like Us has launched 
their School Diversity Week: Home Edition, allowing you to take part at home. 
The week will include activities, online masterclasses and creative challenges.
 
Staying Safe

Both school and Just Like Us are taking every step to keep you safe. If you have 
any worries, please contact: 

Mr Jennings (LGBT ambassador) Jennings.s@northallertonschool.org.uk
or Mrs Bell (safeguarding lead) Bell.s@northallertonschool.org.uk
 
What You Need to Do:

1)  Keep an eye out for the activities sent out by your Heads of House and 
subject teachers.
2)  Just Like Us is running a daily photo challenge (there will be details on 
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook) that anyone can get involved with – each day 
will have a different theme, so there’s always something new for you to do.
 
If you have any questions at all, please contact Mr Jennings.

 

Diversity
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A Glimpse into
Students’
Learning
from Home 

A selection of subject-specific 
home learning highlights:
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Just before school closed, we had the exciting task of setting up a 
bronze Duke of Edinburgh group. We had an amazing uptake and can’t 
wait to get back to it once school is fully reopened. Whilst it is 
unfortunate that our expeditions are on hold, a lot of our members are 
using the time to work on the other aspects of the award. We asked one 
student, Maegan, questions about her experiences so far: 
 
1. Why did you decide to do DofE?

I decided to do DofE because I know many people who have done it and 
thoroughly enjoyed it, so I thought I would give it a try.
 
2. What benefits are you expecting to get from DofE?

I am hoping to get better at the physical and skill areas and hoping to 
contribute to the community through volunteering. I also think it would 
be good to have on my CV and university applications.
 
3. What are you most looking forward to?

I am most looking forward to the expedition because I love going on 
long walks. Furthermore, I would be walking and camping with my 
friends which I think sounds really fun.
 
4. What are you doing for your skill, physical and volunteering?

For my skill, I am playing piano; for my physical, I am doing dance; and 
for my volunteering, I am doing litter picking (once the coronavirus crisis 
is over!).
 
5. How has this changed in the current circumstances?

The current circumstances have caused some issues such as the 
expedition being cancelled until further notice and I can't leave the 
house to do volunteering. But at least the skill and physical are things I 
can do at home.
 
6. What support are you getting from friends and family?

My friends and I have been supporting each other in choosing what to 
do and encouraging each other to do DofE in the first place, because it's 
such an amazing opportunity. I have many family members that have 
done DofE so they have told me how much fun it is.
 
Keep up the amazing work that so many of you are doing but, most 
importantly, keep safe. 

Ms Bainbridge

Stories of Success From
Our Students
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One of the biggest discussion points in the news over recent weeks has been how the many different 
changes to our lives will impact business. This gave our students an excellent opportunity to study a 
GCSE subject whilst focusing on a real-life situation. 

Year 10 business students were provided with a range of articles to read relating to the impact of the 
coronavirus on the economy. They were asked to summarise these articles in their own words and 
distil the key ideas into short essays. Thank you to everyone who completed this extension task. One 
of the most impressive student submissions was from Daisy who focused on how much the 
coronavirus will cost the UK financially. She pointed out the almost unbelievable amount of money 
that the government is having to spend to keep the economy going. Another excellent piece was by 
Jess who wrote about Tesco’s ‘Doomsday Exercise’ where the supermarket planned for just this type 
of eventuality before it even happened.

The World of Business
During the Coronavirus Crisis

Our students continue to come up with 
imaginative ways to explore their school 
subjects from home. Ethan (Year 8) 
created his very own home Science 
practical to help him better understand 
the meanings of some key scientific words 
– solvent, solute, solution. Very well done 
Ethan – hope you enjoyed the jelly!

Edible 
Science!

As we all know, there is an incredible amount of work being done by 
scientists around the world to try to find out more about the coronavirus. 
Our students have been inspired to do their own investigations into the 
disease. 

Jess (Year 10) completed some of her own research on how the 
COVID-19 vaccine works. She produced a very informative poster, with 
some clear diagrams, which accompanied her detailed information 
explaining each stage. Perhaps, in the future, it will be students from 
NSSFC at the forefront of pandemic research – very well done, Jess!

Young Scientists at Work
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Lots of our students took part 
in various activities to 
commemorate VE day on 8th 
May. Students made cakes, 
put up decorations or took 
part in socially distanced 
celebrations. Although the 
planned activities were unable 
to take place, our resourceful 
students managed to find 
other ways to remember the 
lives and sacrifices of a 
previous generation.

With the help of her mum and 
little sister, Melodie in Year 8 
designed and displayed this 
fantastic bunting on her 
house...

Felix created these 
tasty-looking cakes...

...and Brogan was busy 
baking and putting together 
this very impressive spread!

VE Day
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Being at home more than usual has allowed our 
most talented artists more time to hone their 
skills and produce wonderful pieces of drawing 
and painting. 

Lots of us have found our pets to be great 
company during lockdown. Lily has even drawn 
a portrait of her dog, Duke.

Mary Jane in Year 10 took inspiration from a 
popular singer and created this likeness of 
Ariana Grande.

Talented Artists

From 29th to 31st May, NSSFC Year 10 student 
Dakota entered an online karate competition with 
her karate academy. Dakota won her first round 
and made it through to the semi-finals where she 
was again victorious. Incredibly, she then went one 
step further and won first place in her category 
and was even voted first by all four judges. 
Congratulations on a fantastic achievement!

The Karate Kid
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The Science department delivered cupcakes to our top 10 Educake users from Year 11. They 
answered an incredible 110,000 questions collectively. 
 
Well done to: Josh, Jai, Alex, Poppy, Lorna, Emily, Rebecca, Gareth, Rhys and Lennon! 
 
Thank you to Pam Cakes for producing the amazing cupcakes. We hope you enjoyed them – you 
certainly earned them.

Educake Cakes

Brogan, a Year 7 student, has found a 
new challenge to pass the time during 
lockdown. Brogan has completed this 
piece of Diamond Art, which took four 
days and a lot of patience. Well done!

Diamond Art

Green-fingered Oli, a Year 9 student, has been doing his bit for the environment and for his local 
village. 

Oli, who lives in Danby Wiske, helped to plant two, young horse chestnut trees on the village green on 
Good Friday. These trees were originally planted in pots and grown from conkers, so it was time for 
them to be planted out to establish themselves as features of the village green. Thanks to Oli, who has 
been caring for the trees since they were planted by watering them regularly, the trees are growing 
well and are flourishing in their new home.

Have you been out in your local area making a difference, like Oli? Have you helped to tidy your 
community, collected litter, planted trees or plants? We would love to hear about your environmental 
endeavours. 

Some pupils in Year 12 have been supporting ‘The Wombles of Hambleton’ in their litter picks – is this 
something you would like to be involved in?

The work we do on the environment today leaves a legacy for all those in the future. Thanks to Oli and 
his community, the horse chestnut trees growing proudly on the Danby Wiske village green will 
always be known as the ‘lockdown trees’.

If you would like to share what you have been doing to make a difference in your community or to 
protect the environment, please email: denison.g@northallertonschool.org.uk and attach any 
photographs you may have.

Tree Planting
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Rebecca has started to develop a rather interesting hobby for a Year 11 student – crossword-setting! 
Rebecca has kindly devised this entirely original crossword for us all to have a go at. Hopefully, Rebecca 
will give us the answers in next month’s newsletter!

Crossword Challenge

20



ACROSS
2. Store (5)
8. Corset lacing reinforcements (7)
12. Sideshow Bob’s brother from another series (5)
13. Seen better days (3)
15. Neck (4)
17. Location of seemingly inebriated building (4)
18. Co-operative insect (3)
24. One of the Gemini brothers (6)
25. Documenter (6)
27. Persons with superior rights (3)
28. Moose (3)
29. Behead the domesticated greenery (3)
31. Scottish exclamation (3)
32. Belonging to Oliver, according to Mr Costello (4)
34. Buzzing party (4)
35. ___ Shiung Wu, physicist (4)
37. Fuss, agitation (3)
39. Book where a star falls in love with someone on a
quest (8)
41. Encourage, assist (4)
42. And so on (2,6)
45. A member of a lower- and middle-class segment
of the White population of New Orleans (3)
47. Comedian, Michael ___ (3)
49. Poet (5)
51. Absent (4)
52. Jonny ___ Miller, actor (3)
54. Mull on (4)
56. Close friend of Romeo (8)
59. Female hormone (inits.) (3)
61. ___ Gibson, anti-Semite (3)
62. Des ___, nice house (3)
63. Lucy ___, actress (3)
64. An equality in value or standing (3)
65. Friend of Aladdin (3)
66. Covering (3)
68. Smaller wool cloud (4)
69. Goodbye, __ __ (same word twice) (2)
70. ___ Gwyn, royal mistress (4)
72. Municipality in Italy (4)
73. __ology, study of fungus (3)
74. Animal’s lair (4)
75. Possible cause of the Black Death (4)
77. Temporary release, dependent on money (4)
78. (Especially in India) a person who takes care of
horses (4)
79. Italic people (6)
80. Small suitcase (8)
83. “I’ve had 18 straight ___, I believe that’s the
record” famous last words (8)
87. Protagonist of the Scarlet Letter (6)
88. Section in a fictional performance (5)
90. Conclude (3)
91. Sole (4)
94. Rent without payment (4)
95. Bored (8)
96. Enemy (3)

DOWN
1. Lawyer’s cost (3)
3. Ship in Wall-E (5)
4. Melancholy (5)
5. Person whose last words were, when asked to
renounce the devil, “This is no time to make new
enemies” (8)
6. Mexican currency (4)
7. Yorkshire self (3)
9. Strong propulsion of projectile (4)
10. Latin prefix meaning ‘apart’ (2)
11. Decay (3)
14. Luxurious fabric (4)
16. Compound formed from an alcohol and a
carboxylic acid (5)
19. Formerly (3)
20. Neil ___, writer with wonderful world-building
(6)
21. Patrick ___, actor (7)
23. Northeast Caucasian language (3)
25. Cul de ___, dead end (3)
26. Pierre ___, singer of Simple Plan (7)
27. Poison or God (7)
30. ___ Kenny, actress (4)
33. Trio of ghoulish predictors (5)
34. Mayhem (4)
36. Prophet stone (4)
38. Last words: “Either that wallpaper goes, or I do”
(5, 5)
39. Bram ___, gothic writer (6)
40. Opera (4)
41. Municipality in Belgium (3)
43. Cary ___, swashbuckling actor (5)
44. ___ Rose, rocker (3)
46. Pilot (3)
48. ___ Fudd, rabbit hunter (5)
50. ___ a ___, clashing of minds (same word) (4)
53. Slimy sea creature (3)
55. Pay to pass (4)
57. Country in South America (7)
58. Atom with a different number of neutrons (7)
59. At capacity (4)
60. Tragic Prince (6)
61. Damage (3)
67. Mythological demon (7)
71. Pay reparations (5)
72. ___ Street, educational kids’ show (6)
73. Letter (7)
75. Thermal container (5)
76. Son of Cain (5)
77. Tycho ___, astronomer (5)
80. Secretive talk (6)
81. Vessel bottom (4)
82. Prime Minister birther (4)
84. War horse (5)
85. What Steve Rogers was (4)
86. Seasonal affliction (inits) (3)
89. Large jug (4)
92. Clumsy individual (3)
93. Before (poetic) (3)
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We are very excited to announce and send our 
congratulations to Sam on achieving a Distinction 
in his Grade 1 Drums!

You may recognise Sam from the School of Rock 
band, 'The Samplers', a crowd favourite in our 
music concerts!

Lockdown Beats

Connor, a Year 8 student, has been working 
very hard on his DT tasks and has produced 
some excellent work. Well done, Connor.

Grand Designs

Katie and Ellie created these incredibly life-like 
models of an Oreo biscuit and a piece of cake – tasty!

Artwork Good
Enough to Eat!
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Kaleb, a Year 8 student, has been doing some pyrography as part of his Art work. Here, he 
describes the process: 

"I started by drawing the design straight onto the piece of plywood, lightly with pencil. (I have used 
various thicknesses of plywood, all work equally well, you just can't use wood with a coating on 
because it burns the coating.) I then went over it with the pyrography kit, using the heat dials to 
achieve the various different shades." 

I think you will agree, Kaleb has produced some amazing pieces. 

The Art of Engraving

Jess, a Year 10 student, has been using her free 
time to relax and get creative. This is some of her 
work using chalk pens on glass and mirrors. 
Great work Jess, well done.  

Glass Decorating
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In response to the LGBTQ+ competition held by Northallerton Library, Eliza (Year 7) has 
written this inspirational poem. 

Because Love is Love
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Samuel, a Year 11 student, has recently been appointed the first Fire Services Cadet for North 
Yorkshire 2020/2021. In a virtual ceremony that took place over video link, Samuel was presented 
with a certificate by the High Sheriff of Northallerton, David A. Kerfoot. During the ceremony, the 
High Sheriff commended Samuel for his hard work, emphasising the value of teamwork and the 
variety of skills he will practise that will help to build his confidence. During his speech, he 
described Samuel as a ‘frontline worker’ and welcomed Samuel into the Fire Service by stating that 
he ‘has joined another family’. Mr Kerfoot also highlighted to Samuel how important it will be to 
have fun in his new role. 

Chief Fire Officer Andrew Brodie added to the praise of Samuel, highlighting the impact that being 
appointed Fire Services Cadet will have on his future employability. He stated that Samuel is now 
“enormously more employable” and, considering that Sam has his sights set on a future career in 
the Fire Service, Officer Brodie is hopefully correct!

Samuel, who is justifiably proud of his achievement, says his appointment “came about from me 
being a cadet and got picked for the role. I love being a cadet for community engagement and 
learning how the Fire Service operates.” 

At Northallerton School and Sixth Form College, we are all very proud of Samuel and his 
achievement. To view the video of the appointment ceremony, please click here:

youtube.com/watch?v=vnXKAtGPWok&t=20s

Virtual Appointment for Sam
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