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We’ve made it to the end of the most extraordinary school term any of us have ever experienced. When 
we came back to school in September 2019, who could possibly have thought that the academic year 
would end like this? As a school, and as individuals, we have all faced unprecedented challenges and 
have had to adapt and learn to live our lives in completely different ways. We have suffered sadness, 
tragedy and loss but, amongst all this, we have also seen the very best in people. I really believe that we, 
as a school, will come through this time as a stronger, better, more cohesive community.

I want to take this opportunity to thank all of our students for the way they have coped with the pressures 
of the past few months. Having to adjust, almost overnight, to learning from home isn’t something 
anyone ever envisaged happening. I also want to thank our parents and carers who have had to take on 
home-schooling duties alongside all the other challenges that the lockdown period has brought. 
Additionally, I want to extend a huge thank you to all of the staff at Northallerton School and Sixth Form 
College for their work during this period. Many staff have been in school regularly over the past few 
months – whether it’s the site team ensuring the buildings are safe, the cleaning staff increasing the levels 
of hygiene, or the admin team keeping the day-to-day business of the school running – everyone has 
played their part.

We have had teachers having to learn whole new sets of skills to deliver lessons remotely as well as 
those, along with teaching assistants, who have ensured vulnerable students and children of key workers 
are taught in a safe environment on site. Additionally, a large team of staff have been working tirelessly 
behind the scenes dealing with an ever-changing situation to ensure that we are doing the best we can 
for our young people. It’s now time to look forward as life slowly returns back to some kind of normal. We 
will begin the next school year with our staff and students where they belong – at school, together in 
accordance with the current governmental guidance.

For our Year 11 students, no one could ever have predicted that the year would end with no exams and a 
very different farewell. We’re so pleased that so many of you are choosing to come and join us for Sixth 
Form study and we wish all those who are going on to the next stage of their lives elsewhere all the best. 
We also send our Year 13 students into the adult world with all our best wishes – whether it’s to 
university, further study or work, I hope you all flourish and become the young adults you’re capable of 
being. And, remember, your school will always be here if you need help, advice or a friendly voice to talk 
to.

Throughout the summer, we’ll still be working hard to ensure the return to school in September goes 
smoothly. Information about our plans for September will be shared in a separate letter this week.

Take care everyone, and we’ll see you soon.

VE Rahn
Head of School

Head of School’s
End of Year Message
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Our Flourishing
House System 
Despite the school closures, the relaunch of the 
house system has been a roaring success. 

The initial challenge to design new house logos was
extremely successful, with nearly 50 entries and 
some very impressive designs. You may have seen 
the overall winners, which were later digitalised, and 
will proudly represent the houses.

Events going on over recent weeks include the 
'Spirited Arts' competition and a week focusing on 
school diversity and educating students about the 
LGBT+ community. Just before the end of the school 
year, we have an event focusing on the history of 
Bastille Day.

The House Team look forward to welcoming back 
students to school in September when we will build 
and develop on the house system and create a real 
community spirit.  
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A ‘virtual’ careers day took place on Thursday, 9th July for 
all Year 10 students.

Among the topics covered were apprenticeships, college 
courses, A Levels, T Levels (a new qualification) and 
careers in the military. Students could also access their 
Fast Tomato and Unifrog profiles to build information in 
preparation for making crucial decisions. There was lots of 
good advice all about the terrifying prospect of interviews!

Our careers leader, Ms Mannion, will follow this event up 
with careers questionnaires and interviews to get all 
students moving in the right direction.

A Virtual Future
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Usually, at this time of year, we would be celebrating our Year 11 and Year 13 students reaching 
crucial landmarks in their education. Of course, this year, we’ve had to be a little inventive and move 
these celebrations online.
 
On Friday, 17th July at 10:30am, a leavers’ assembly will be streamed live for the members of the 
year group to collectively mark the end of Year 11. All Year 11 students will be invited and it will be a 
time to reflect not only on the past few months but on five years of secondary education. There will 
be a chance to recognise achievements and look back on things that have made us all laugh, smile 
and cry over the years.

The Year 13 leavers assembly will take place on Thursday, 16th July at 10:30am. Again, this is a 
chance for us all to look back on the last couple of years before our students go on to the exciting next 
stages of their lives. It will be a lovely opportunity for teachers to send their individual farewell 
messages and wish everyone all the best as they move on to the next stage of life’s adventure.
 
Nothing can quite replace seeing everyone in person but, hopefully, these will be really positive 
commemorations of all the effort and commitment that has gone in over the years.

Leavers’ Assemblies

Lessons for Year 10 and Year 12 students started 
again in July; however, in a way that looked a bit 
different from what we’re used to!

Year 10s had Maths and English classes in the 
same room with no more than five of their peers. 
The normal classroom sights now include sanitiser, 
wipes, spaced tables and black tape. Staff and 
students all commented on how good it felt to take 
this small step back to normality. 

Year 12 students also came in for their tutorials, 
with some groups being taught in unfamiliar 
surroundings such as the hall, gym and sports hall.

 

A Return to 
Lessons – Sort of!

Please be aware that our privacy notice 
has been updated in light of COVID-19 
and is available on our school website. 
 

We've continued our subscription to the 
online library, so you will be able to 
access loads of reading materials for free 
all through the summer. Just follow these 
instructions:

Information for Students
Go to myon.co.uk and enter your login 
information:

Click on the Sign In button, select a book, 
and start reading!

School
Notices

1. School Name: 
Northallerton School & Sixth Form 
College (type the first few letters 
and select from the drop-down 
menu)

2. Username: northallerton994student
3. Password: read
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The winners of the annual John Dennis Award have been announced. The award is named after the late John 
Dennis, who was chair of governors at Northallerton College and an active member of the Northallerton 
community. It is given to the students who, by their attitude, commitment and honourable conduct, have 
contributed the most to the character and reputation of the school. From a strong field of nominees (six female 
and six male), staff voted for the winners. This year, there was a tie between two of the female nominees 
resulting in the worthy recipients being Emily, Jai and Hasan.

Emily has exemplified every attribute that raises the prestige of the school. She has overcome many 
challenges, shown great resilience and continues to be a hugely committed learner and an extremely positive 
person. She has been a very active member of the school drama productions throughout her time at the 
school, where she has taken leading roles over the past two years.

Jai is an outstanding student in all aspects. She has consistently demonstrated great endeavour and is hugely 
positive, despite facing adversity. Jai has been described as a really positive role model to younger students 
and supports many of her peers. She always volunteers to help at school events and is another student who 
has performed in the school productions.

Hasan is described as an extremely kind, friendly, helpful and enthusiastic young man, who never gives less 
than his best for himself and the school. He consistently supports the school community by volunteering to 
help at open evenings and school events, as well as being part of the school productions. Hasan is passionate 
about learning and is aiming to continue studying at Northallerton to undertake Biology, Chemistry, Maths 
and Physics at A Level.

Helyma McCarten (Head of Year 11) stated that, “Emily, Jai and Hasan are all worthy recipients of this year’s 
award, as they have demonstrated their ability to encompass the school's ethos and character as well as 
being well-respected figures in the school community”. 

Mrs Rahn (Head of School) said, “I would like to congratulate all three students for receiving the John Dennis 
Award this year. They have exemplified every aspect of the award in their many contributions to the school 
community and in the positive attitudes they have displayed. Well done!”

John Dennis Award
Winners Announced

I am incredibly honoured that I’ve won, especially 
since some really wonderful people were nominated 
as well. I am very thankful to all the staff and 
students who have recognised my hard work and 
made the past five years at the school so amazing. I 
am also delighted to share the award with Emily and 
Hasan, who I feel are both so highly deserving. 
Jai

I would like to thank the school and all the staff for helping me progress 
throughout my time at Northallerton School. You have all been amazing, caring 
and supportive. I couldn't have asked for any better. Thank you very much!  
Hassan

It is such an honour to receive it. 
I’m extremely thankful for all the 
support the school has given me 
and I definitely wouldn’t be the 
person I am today without it.
Emily
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Kat Sanders is an ex-student now working at the frontline of COVID-19 research. Year 9 
student, Adam (also Kat’s brother!) spoke to her about school, science and success.

 

Searching for a Cure

Interview with Kat Sanders 
By Adam 26th June 2020

Could you tell us what you are doing in terms 
of the struggle with COVID-19?

I am working in the lab for the COVID-19 vaccine clinical trial taking place at 
Oxford University. I process the blood samples that are taken from the 
volunteers who have received the trial vaccine. 

It was when I went on a school trip to the Liverpool School of Tropical 
Medicine, where we learnt about neglected tropical diseases and watched 
live snake venom extraction which would be used to make snake bite 
antivenom. This was when I was first introduced to infectious diseases on a 
global scale and I knew this was the kind of area that interested me.

Another thing I found out about through school was a set of weekly seminars 
at the Life Centre in Newcastle. I would take the train there every Thursday 
after school with some classmates and listen to scientists in different careers, 
from crime scene investigation to genetic counselling. These talks gave me 
an insight into the wide range of job opportunities that are out there for 
biological sciences, and inspired me to follow my interests to a degree level. 

Adam

Adam

When did you first become interested in science? 

Seeing the results of the research that we spend a lot of time and effort 
helping with. It’s also great being exposed to the forefront of infectious 
disease research, I am constantly learning new things. 

Adam

What is the most interesting part of your job? 
Kat

Kat

Kat
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Adam

Could you tell us about any challenges you faced as a 
young woman working in the field of science? 

Luckily, I am surrounded by a lot of incredibly intelligent and successful 
female scientists that inspire and support me every day at work. However, 
there have been times in other labs and scientific scenarios where I have felt 
like I have not been listened to or taken as seriously because I was a young 
woman. 

It’s so important to try and be confident in yourself and your abilities and 
speak up when you want to be heard. People will listen! I think being raised 
in a household with three equally empowering women has massively helped 
with that. 

Kat

Kat is so focused on her 
work that she doesn’t 
seem to have noticed 
The Duke of Cambridge 
paying very close 
attention!

Kat

Kat

Look around and see what interests you. Take every opportunity you are 
given and push for the ones that aren’t. Universities are getting so much 
better at being accessible to students from all walks of life, so if it’s something 
you’d like to do, look into the different ways you can get there.
 
Finally, don’t let anybody’s perception of you limit what you are capable of, 
you can literally do whatever you want if you work hard enough. 

He was having a tour around the facilities, seeing the volunteers being 
vaccinated and the lab where the samples are processed. I had the chance 
to show him how we separate serum from the blood as this is where we 
look for antibodies against the vaccine. It was nerve-racking having him 
looking over my shoulder, but he was very friendly which put me at ease. 

Adam

Adam

Finally, have you any advice for Northallerton 
School students? 

Prince William recently visited your laboratory. What did 
he do there and did you get a chance to speak to him? 
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The winners of the CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals have been announced for 
2020! The CKG Medals are the UK's oldest and best-loved children's book awards and 
recognise outstanding writing and illustration.

The winner of the Carnegie Medal 2020 is...

The Kate Greenaway Medal 2020 goes to...

CKG 2020 Winners Announced!

Lark by Anthony McGowan (Barrington 
Stoke).

Things are tense at home for Nicky and Kenny. 
Their mum's coming to visit and it will be the first 
time they've seen her in years.

A lot has changed since they were little and 
Nicky's not so sure he's ready to see her again.

When they head for a trek across the moors to 
take their minds off everything, a series of 
unforeseen circumstances leaves the brothers in 
a vulnerable and very dangerous position.

There might even be a chance that, this time, not 
everyone will make it home alive...

Tales from the Inner City by Shaun Tan 
(Walker Books).

A stunningly presented collection of 25 illustrated 
short stories exploring the relationship between 
humans and animals, from the award-winning visual 
storyteller Shaun Tan. Where can we live if not in each 
other's shadow? World-renowned artist Shaun Tan 
applies his extraordinary talent to a reflection on the 
nature of humans and animals, and our urban 
co-existence.
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The Areté Challenges are competitions in a number of different subjects, open 
to students attending the schools in Areté Learning Trust – Richmond School, 
Stokesley School and Northallerton School.

The winners of the 2020 Areté Biology Challenge were announced on Monday, 
29th June. The challenge was to ‘research and present a scientific topic within 
the field of epidemiology, the branch of science which deals with the incidence, 
distribution and possible control of diseases’.

The judges, Dr Andrew Mackenzie and Dr Mike Parrott, said, “We were very 
pleasantly surprised by both the variety of entries and their quality. The winning 
entries in all three age categories were superb.”

The Key Stage 4 winner (and the judges’ overall favourite) was Amelie, a Year 
11 student at Northallerton School. Amelie’s entry was entitled ‘You think you 
have had it bad… Plague: The Untold Story.’ The judges said, “This was an 
outstanding piece of work. It was well-structured, comprehensive and highly 
entertaining. Most importantly it told a great story.”

Brasenose College, Oxford, kindly sponsored the competition and the awards 
were announced by Professor Owen Lewis, Professor of Biology at the 
University of Oxford. 

Huge congratulations to Amelie for this superb piece of work and the prestige 
of winning this competition. We look forward to welcoming her back to begin 
her A Level studies in September.

Areté Biology
Challenges

Coaching Future Stars
We are delighted to announce that our very own Head of Year 9, 
Michael Stimson, has won a North Ridings Grassroots Football 
Award. He achieved the title of ‘Grassroots Coach of the Year for 
Youth’ for his work with Brompton Juniors Football Club. This is a 
great achievement and we are all very proud of him! He is also 
the newly appointed chairman of Brompton Juniors, so it sounds 
like it’s going to be a busy year!

It was really interesting to do this research project and I learnt a 
lot about how to write a scientific paper. I am very happy and 
grateful to have won the award for my plague essay.
Amelie
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Big Summer 
Spelling Challenge

accommodation

actually

although

analyse

argument

assessment

atmosphere

audience

beautiful

beginning

believe

buried

business

caught

concentration

conclusion

conscious

consequence

continuous

creation

decision

definite

design

disappear

disappoint

embarrass

environment

evaluation

evidence

explanation

fulfil

height

imaginary

interesting

interrupt

jealous

knowledge

listening

lonely

lovely

material

necessary

nervous

original

outrageous

pattern

peaceful

performance

permanent

persuasion

physical

possession

potential

preparation

prioritise

reaction

receive

relief

remember

research

separate

sequence

sincerely

skilful

soldier

straight

strategy

strength

success

surely

surprise

technique

unfortunately

weight

weird

Below are 75 words that many people find difficult to spell. How many of them are you confident 
with? Can you set yourself a challenge of knowing all 75 by the end of the summer? Perhaps you 
could test yourself now and then again at the end of August. You could even make a competition out 
of it with family and friends!

Maths Challenge

Student Activity

Student Activity
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A Glimpse into
Students
Learning
from Home 

A selection of subject-specific 
home learning highlights.
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Poetry has long been a way for people to express feelings and emotions. It’s no surprise that 
these extraordinary times have inspired some of our students to respond in poetic forms. 
Here are some example of our students’ efforts.

Lockdown Poets

Anxiety by Maisie

I’m always scared 
That there's someone there
That I’m been watched 
And that the door isn't locked. 

I never feel safe 
Just in case there's someone there
And that's when I get really scared 
It makes me stress and panic 
When I see someone there.

There's a man I see 
But it's really only me 
I'm the only one who sees him 
And this makes me panic 
Because this is me.

I don't like been alone 
But as long as I have my phone 
Then I can call Mum or Dad 
When I'm scared or freaked out.

I'm embarrassed that someone always has to be with me 
When I get upset, it becomes all eyes on me
Sitting there shaking, crying, heavy breathing
Then everyone comes over and starts asking who am I seeing.  

It gets too hard to talk 
It scares me to get up and then walk 
Knowing that I'm the odd one out
The one who needs that extra help.

I feel like I'm trapped 
But it's all up to me 
It's my body 
And I have to make it know like that
You see?

People don't understand how hard it is 
How much confidence it takes me to go upstairs 
Repeating “There's no one there” 
Or pinching myself as I go up the stairs.

It’s really, really hard 
And I will always be scared
Of that man I see 
He will always be a part of me.

Lockdown and Me by Aidan

Same old, same old
get up, sit down, log on, crack on
monotonous routine
over and over
missing school
missing friends
missing sport
missing normality.

Same day
same lessons
same week
same faces
over and over.

New world
new masks
new laws
new life.

One-way shopping
exhausting queues
social distancing
always two meters.

Infection
virus
disease
danger.

Reading time
my time
quiet time
family time.
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Identity Poem by Anon

In a world where culture has become a punchline,
Where emotion is blood in the water.
We all just float along like ink that won’t dry or fade;
It just runs wild over cracks and folds.
Along the way it’s those memories of laughter and others, 
That pull us from floating too fast or too far.
That’s what we all do right?

I don’t care for politics,
Floor laws and power;
I act upon my morals,
Try to follow my own desire.

Some could say my words are far too explicit,
But our words are part of us;
So maybe if I’d change, 
People would start to miss it.

Some could say I let my emotions take control.
Follow my heart not my head;
Am I too scared to say no?

Some could say I can be too paranoid,
I agree and I know.
But at the end of the day, it’s part of me,
Something I can’t avoid!

My shell is quiet,
My inside a lion.
My heart is wide,
My eyes see wider.

You may not see the passion that I share and feel.
You may be light blind by the small crumbling shield.

My red hair, lit.
Not as bright as my soul but,
Maybe my aggression doesn’t match, doesn’t fit,
Doesn’t belong with the front I have up.

The care I have for the world in its misery.
How we can help each other by sharing our liberty.
For I believe all you get to keep is all you share.

So don’t let any voice be silenced;
Don’t you dare!

Some might say my pessimistic views come across as depressing,
What I lack in hope my spirit makes up for,
If only it came easy to be expressing.
Maybe not as clear as you would like or think,
But subtle as silence my voice will not go extinct.

This poem I know will come across as corny;
But you asked for deep so here’s my story.
Rock and Roll builds my soul,
Memory creates my mind,
People make that memory,
So I can never leave them behind.

Because these are the people who know how to do it,
I don’t know how and maybe they don’t either.
They unlock the real me from my tall barricades,
Pull the fire-haired girl from far in the shade.
By the time you know me truly,
You will know these people better,
Because diversity only works when we live our lives together!

A Part of History by Jemma

During these uncertain times,
We stay inside.
Challenges are part of the day, 
As we stay two metres away. 

We have clapped for our NHS, 
And due to all this baking, our kitchen 
is a mess.
We have taught our grandparents 
how to use Zoom, 
And our new school is Google 
Classroom. 

Our holiday for this year is at home,
But hopefully next year we can go to 
London, Vienna or even Rome.
You look outside to see it pouring 
down with rain,
So all there is left to do is binge watch 
your favourite TV programme all over 
again. 

You do some online shopping to avoid 
town,
But then you hear those dreaded 
words that your Wi-Fi is down.
Each country is coming together,
And what's keeping us going is 
knowing that this won’t last forever.

But for now we remember those who 
have died,
And all the key workers can look back 
with great pride.
Soon you will be able to see your 
grandad, grandma, dad and mum,
As this will be a talking point for years 
to come. 
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Black Lives Matter by Matilda

As I turn on my television
All that I can see
Are people being discriminated and abused 
Due to diversity.

Just because the colour of their skin
Is not the same as ours 
They say that black people should hide away
Like how people hide their scars.

Black people aren’t as great as us, they say
The colour of their skin is not the same 
George Floyd, David Dorn, Italia Kelly
We own you, and all your lives we shall claim.

Some white people think
That black people are demons, the antagonists 
But really those white people are the true monsters 
Only playing dress up as a protagonist.

Racism has gone on for hundreds of years
Black people have been kept as slaves
Only thanks to people such as Martin Luther King Jr
Are many black people not lying in their graves.

I have a dream, said Martin Luther King
I have a dream of being free
That black people won’t be tied down by chains of 
discrimination 
And hopefully one day people can see black people for 
their personalities and beauty.

Racism has come so far 
More races have been heard
Have been seen
Have been able to speak a word.

Black people aren’t as great as us 
The colour of their skin is not the same
Is what some still think
“The black people are the ones to blame”.

But in my eyes
The colour of someone’s skin 
Doesn’t matter or define who they are 
Being black isn’t a sin. 

Black people can be as beautiful
As stars dancing in the night sky
Black people can be as kind
As letting a prisoner spread their wings and fly.

We are all EQUAL
Black people should not be treated as if they are different
In every way we are EQUAL
Black people are not insignificant.

White isn’t purer than black
White shouldn’t be allowed to reign
White is not greater than black
Say it again, say it again.

All of this cruelty 
Has gone on for too long
We have become more empathetic
So surely we realise what we are doing is wrong.

Black people are as great as us
Diversity in race and skin colour is a blessing 
And the fact that some people are too blind to see that
Is really quite distressing. 

The colour of someone’s skin 
Doesn’t matter or define who they are 
So, I hope next time I turn on my television
In the context of acceptance, we have come far.

Lockdown by Callum

I had freedom,
I had cycling, swimming and hanging out with friends,
I had walks to coffee shops,
I had trips to the seaside and other days out,
I had rugby and went to the park,
I had lessons in school and learnt from books,
I had handshakes and hugged goodbye.

Now I am isolated like a prisoner,
Now I cycle alone, I swim tethered and video chat,
Now my milkshakes are delivered by masked men,
Now I explore with my PS4 controller,
Now I run on a machine in a corner,
Now I have a laptop at home,
Now I have distant waves and tears.
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Our students continue to use their 
time at home creatively and Year 9 
students have been experimenting 
with dot portraits of well-known 
people.

Lucie produced this striking portrait 
of actor Timothée Chalamet.

Lily’s lifelike dot portrait is of another 
actor, Dylan O’Brien.

Beth, in Year 9, used the stippling 
technique and normal paper to 
create this stunning portrait.

Talented Artists
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Last month, we interviewed Maegan and saw her amazing progress through 
Duke of Edinburgh. This month, we asked Jack how he is getting on:
 
1. Why did you decide to do DofE?

I decided to do DofE because I knew it would have long-term benefits. I also 
wanted to have something that me and my friends could all participate in and 
have fun while doing it. 
 
2. What benefits are you expecting to get from DofE?

It is something well recognised by universities and future employers and I think 
that, on my CV, it will give me an advantage over other people looking for the 
same job.
  
4. What are you doing for your skill, physical and volunteering?

For my skill, I have chosen to learn British sign language (which I have nearly 
finished from an online course). For my physical, I started out doing swimming 
but have had to adapt because of the circumstances and am now going for a 
run and bike rides whenever I can. Finally, for my volunteering, I chose to make 
homemade cards with cool little designs on the front (a rainbow, smiley face, 
peas in a pod), they also have a joke and a little message inside. I have been 
sending the cards to nursing/care homes in my local area.
 
 
The volunteering work Jack is undertaking must be bringing 
so much happiness to so many lonely people in our 
community – well done Jack. It is absolutely inspiring work. 
 
Keep up the amazing work so many of you are doing but, 
most importantly, keep safe. 

Ms Bainbridge

 

Duke of Edinburgh
Superstars
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Identity Poem by Anon

In a world where culture has become a punchline,
Where emotion is blood in the water.
We all just float along like ink that won’t dry or fade;
It just runs wild over cracks and folds.
Along the way it’s those memories of laughter and others, 
That pull us from floating too fast or too far.
That’s what we all do right?

I don’t care for politics,
Floor laws and power;
I act upon my morals,
Try to follow my own desire.

Some could say my words are far too explicit,
But our words are part of us;
So maybe if I’d change, 
People would start to miss it.

Some could say I let my emotions take control.
Follow my heart not my head;
Am I too scared to say no?

Some could say I can be too paranoid,
I agree and I know.
But at the end of the day, it’s part of me,
Something I can’t avoid!

My shell is quiet,
My inside a lion.
My heart is wide,
My eyes see wider.

You may not see the passion that I share and feel.
You may be light blind by the small crumbling shield.

My red hair, lit.
Not as bright as my soul but,
Maybe my aggression doesn’t match, doesn’t fit,
Doesn’t belong with the front I have up.

The care I have for the world in its misery.
How we can help each other by sharing our liberty.
For I believe all you get to keep is all you share.

So don’t let any voice be silenced;
Don’t you dare!

Some might say my pessimistic views come across as depressing,
What I lack in hope my spirit makes up for,
If only it came easy to be expressing.
Maybe not as clear as you would like or think,
But subtle as silence my voice will not go extinct.

This poem I know will come across as corny;
But you asked for deep so here’s my story.
Rock and Roll builds my soul,
Memory creates my mind,
People make that memory,
So I can never leave them behind.

Because these are the people who know how to do it,
I don’t know how and maybe they don’t either.
They unlock the real me from my tall barricades,
Pull the fire-haired girl from far in the shade.
By the time you know me truly,
You will know these people better,
Because diversity only works when we live our lives together!

This year, we took part in the home edition of School Diversity Week, which is the 
national celebration of lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans (LGBT+) equality in 
education. Organised by the charity Just Like Us, the week empowers you to come 
together to recognise diversity and understanding in schools and take responsibility 
for tackling homophobic, biphobic and transphobic bullying.

To celebrate this, we had daily workshops, competitions and themed subject lessons. 
The ‘house’ was to take a photograph on the theme of ‘diversity’. We had some great 
entries, but the winner was Elle with this inspirational photograph:

 

Northallerton School and
Sixth Form College Diversity Week
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The English department was also proud to take part in and support School Diversity 
week. LGBT+ authors and poets have added to the rich landscape of literature. For 
one of the lessons, we asked students to create some ‘blackout poetry’. The idea is 
that by doing this, they consider what makes language more or less powerful when 
it’s used and make thoughtful vocabulary choices in creating a poem celebrating 
diversity. Here are some of the best examples:
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By Jawid

By Phat

By Josh

By Sadie
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By Matilda By Oliver

By Phoebe
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