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A Home
Learning
Celebration

This month’s newsletter is a celebration of the amazing things 
our students have accomplished during lockdown. 

Our thanks and appreciation go to everyone in these 
unprecedented times – to our amazing students who are 
producing some fantastic work, to parents and carers for all 
their support, and to staff for providing work, feedback and 
keeping the school running.

In light of the current worldwide pandemic and the subsequent 
hardship and challenges this may pose for many of our families 
we will NOT be making any changes to the current uniform at 
present. We do not feel that this is a priority for our school 
community at this current time. The school uniform will remain 
the same for the coming academic year 2020/21.
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Art
Round-up
A beautiful transcription of a 
Mondrian hanging in the Madrid 
Museum of Art and a piece  based 
on a Mark Rothco hanging in the 
Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao.

French Reflections
In French, we wanted students to be exposed to cultural pieces, specifically artwork. This week and last 
week, they had to visit the Louvre Museum online. Their challenge was to write a personal reflection of a 
specific piece of famous artwork and then translate this into a French paragraph. 
Pieces written by Eliza Davidson and Logan Christon.

‘Boats on the Oise’ by Charles Daubigny

I like this painting, Boats on the Oise, because it is a 
realistic landscape. I find this interesting and think it 
is really well done. This is by Charles DAUBIGNY, a 
French artist. The media he used was oil pastels.

J'aime ce tableau, Boats on the Oise, parce que c'est 
un paysage réaliste. Je trouve cela intéressant et je 
pense que c'est vraiment bien fait. Ceci est de 
Charles DAUBIGNY, un artiste français. Les médias 
qu'il a utilisés étaient des pastels à l'huile.

‘The Woman with a Pearl’ by Jean-Baptiste Camille 
Corot

I really like this painting; the woman doesn't seem 
very old. I like that the blue stands out from her 
headscarf and how she stands out because of the 
plain background.

J’aime beaucoup cette painture, la femme n'a’ pas 
l’air très vieille. J’aime que le bleu se démarque de 
son headscarf. Aussi comment elle se démarque à 
cause du fond.

Artwork by Patrick Farndale 
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Crepe Challenge
We also set students the challenge of cooking pancakes using a French recipe.
 
Here is a delicious-looking example from Year 7 student Hazel Proud.

House Logo Competition 
We are currently holding a House Logo Competition. Here are some of the entries for Cowell House 
and Boakes House. In the next newsletter, we will have examples from Radcliffe House and 
Chapman House and will announce the winning entries!
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Update on DofE
Currently, we have over 40 Year 10 students taking part in their 
Bronze DofE Award. They are able to make a start on three of the 
four sections – skills, physical activity and volunteering. 

Daisy Grainge is learning how to cultivate plants for her skills 
section, supporting people who are self-isolating in her village by 
delivering essentials such as food for her volunteering section and 
taking part in high-intensity interval training sessions for her 
physical activity.

Poetry
Storyboards 
A lovely example of a poetry storyboard created 
by Year 10 student Amy Newcombe. 

A Message from our
New Careers Advisor!
Hi everyone. My name is Ruth Hamer and I'm a new Careers 
Advisor at school. I've been supporting the Careers Leader, Miss 
Mannion, at Richmond School since September and will now be 
also supporting her at Northallerton School. I have been working 
with many of the Year 11 students at Richmond, supporting 
them with making decisions about their next steps. 

Before I became a Careers Advisor, I worked in recruitment and 
HR for almost 20 years, working for some big global companies 
based at their local sites. I have lots of connections with local 
businesses and hope to be able to support students across all 
year groups with making the right decisions for their future.

I look forward to meeting you all when we are back at school! 
Take care and stay safe. 
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Grade One-athon!
During our current isolation, the Music department has elected to do what musicians have always done 
in such circumstances... Practise!

Years 7, 8 and 9 have been tasked with working towards the Rockschool Grade 1 in an instrument of 
their choice. So far, we have students working on the guitar, piano, keyboard, bass guitar, and drum kit. 
Some students are continuing with their own instrument, such as Archie Cann on the cello, who is 
adapting the set lesson outlines to work through his cello requirements. There are even students – like 
Connor Bagnall – using mobile apps and DIY instruments to help with their personal progress.

So far, we’ve had around 145 active participants each week, measured by a quiz and self-assessment 
on the content covered.

Cooking up a
Chilly Storm 
Some of our students have used their time 
wisely to perfect their culinary skills. They 
were asked to evaluate their cooking method, 
the ingredients used and the final taste.
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The feedback received has been overwhelmingly positive so far, with both students and parents 
enjoying the activities. We have especially enjoyed hearing stories of whole families getting 
involved, where a student has taught their sibling, a parent has tutored their child, or a student 
teaches their parent!

Here are a few feedback highlights:
‘It’s really impressive to be able to play a song.’
‘I’ve enjoyed learning with my mum.’
‘It’s fun, and you get something out of it at the end.’
‘I’ve enjoyed having something practical to do, away from my laptop.’
‘I’m not bored whilst completing this work.’

A big thank you to everyone that is involved and for all of the support from families.

Mr Maughan
Music
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·  Thinkuknow by National Crime Agency-CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online 
Protection) provides resources for parents and carers and children of all ages to help 
keep children safe online.

·  Childnet has developed guidance for parents and carers to begin a conversation 
about online safety.

·  Parent Info is a collaboration between Parent Zone and NCA-CEOP, providing 
support and guidance for parents and carers related to the digital world from 
leading experts and organisations.

·  NSPCC has guidance for parents and carers to help keep children safe online. It has 
a good resource regarding the different apps and risks each has. This can be found 
here: www.net-aware.org.uk/networks

·  UK Safer Internet Centre provides tips and advice for parents and carers to keep 
children safe online – you can also report any harmful content found online through 
the UK Safer Internet Centre.

Keeping Young
People Safe
Online Safety
The links below provide guidance for parents and carers to help keep your children safe online. They 
will, amongst other things, support you when talking to your child about a range of online safety 
issues, set up home filtering in a child-friendly way and set up age-appropriate parental controls on 
digital devices.
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It has never been more important to look after our wellbeing and maintain 
positive mental and physical health. The organisations listed here can offer 
support, guidance and practical tips.

Looking After Yourself 

Whatever you’re going through, Samaritans are there to face it 
with you. Calls are free from any phone, at any time. 

Contact:  116 123
Samaritans

Available Monday to Friday for concerns relating to a child/ young 
person’s mental health up to the age of 25. Calls are free for 
mobiles and landlines. 

Parent Helpline: 0808 8025544

Young Minds

Safe and anonymous support for 11-19-year olds available for free 
online. 

Visit: www.kooth.com 
Kooth

A free counselling service for children and young people up to the 
age of 19.
 
Contact: 0800 11 11 – Visit:  www.childline.org.uk

Childline

Children’s Adolescent Mental Health Service - single point of 
access for advice and support. 

Contact: 0300 0134778
CAMHS

North Yorkshire Mental Health Services – a free project aiming to 
improve the health and wellbeing of children. Visit: 
www.compass-uk.org/services/north-yorkshire-compass-buzz

Contact:  01609 777662 – the answerphone message gives further 
details on alternative mobile phone numbers you can call.

Email: SchoolMentalHealthProject@compass-uk.org

Compass
Buzz

A charity specialising in Mental Health. Its website has links to 
support, information and advice – www.mind.org.ukMind
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