
A Christmas Carol (1843) PLOT

1 Dickens begins by telling us that Marley is dead. He then sets the scene by describing how horrible Scrooge is. The story 
then begins; it is Christmas Eve and Scrooge’s nephew, Fred, who invites him to Christmas dinner, turns up – much to 
Scrooge’s frustration – and he declines the invitation.  Scrooge is visited by two gentlemen collecting money for the 
poor – he refuses to help.  Marley’s Ghost then arrives and tells him that three spirits will visit him.  

2 The Ghost of Christmas Past  arrives and takes Scrooge to visit himself as a child – he weeps at the sight of the ‘solitary 
child’.  After this, they visit Scrooge (now slightly older) and his sister, Fan, comes to collect him. The ghost informs him
that his sister died after having his nephew, Fred. The ghost then takes Scrooge to visit his former boss, Fezziwig – this 
makes Scrooge wish he could talk to Bob. 
Finally, the ghost takes him to witness his break up with Belle, his former girlfriend. 

3 The Ghost of Christmas Present takes Scrooge to visit the Cratchit’s Christmas. Here, Dickens emphasises the 
importance of family/the true value of Christmas as well as highlighting the struggles that a poor Victorian family face. 
We also discover that if the Cratchit’s situation stays the same, Tiny Tim will die. After this, Scrooge is taken to his 
nephew’s house. Here, Scrooge witnesses people at the party making fun of him. Before the ghost leaves, it introduces 
two children from beneath its robe – these are called Ignorance and Want. 

4 The Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come takes Scrooge to a run down part of town and he watches several people discuss 
possessions that were stolen from a dead man. They then visit  a happy couple  (the person they owe money to has 
died), the Cratchits (and find that Tiny Tim has died) and eventually visit his own grave. 

5 We see Scrooge transform into a generous and kind-hearted human being. All ends with Scrooge enjoying Christmas 
with his family and friends, wearing a generous smile for all to see.

THEMES AND SYMBOLS

Allegory A Christmas Carol is an allegory. It features events and characters with a clear, fixed symbolic meaning.

Greed The novella explores the social injustice in Victorian society. Scrooge thinks only of himself at the start of 
the Novella.

Selfishness A Christmas Carol can be read as a moral tale, showing what can happen to a man who is consistently 
self-centred and unkind.

Christmas The title and structure of the novella reinforce this theme. The five staves reflect the structure of a carol 
and link the story to the joy of singing.

Redemption Scrooge begins as a miserable and miserly character. He ends transformed. He is redeemed.

Social Justice The story illustrates how contrasting Christmas can be. On the one hand were the rich who enjoyed 
comfort and feasting at Christmas, and on the other were the children forced to live in dreadful 
conditions and workhouses.

Scrooge’s nephew Fred is Scrooge’s nephew. He embodies the spirit of Christmas

Tiny Tim He is generous and kind. He embodies the spirit of Christmas.

Ignorance and 
Want

Dickens uses two wretched children, called Ignorance and Want, to represent the poor. The Ghost tells 
Scrooge that the children are the responsibility of all mankind.

Scrooge refuses to 
give money

In Stave 1 Scrooge is asked to make a donation to the ‘Poor and destitute’ of society. Scrooge’s refusal 
represents the selfishness of the richer elements of Victorian society. Instead of creating a community in 
which life can be enjoyed by all, Dickens highlights the injustice of wealth distribution.

Thieves dividing up 
Scrooge’s 
belongings

Dickens uses the thieves dividing up Scrooge’s belongings to show how death is received.  This makes 
Scrooge, and the reader, appreciate the failings of only thinking of oneself.

CHARACTERS

Ebenezer
Scrooge

Greedy, selfish, self-centred and unkind

Bob
Cratchit

Honest, loving, respected

Fred Forgiving, kind, loyal, cheerful

Tiny Tim Joyous, warm, innocent

The 
Ghosts

Transformational, spiritual, angelic

Jacob 
Marley

Lost, wretched, miser

Belle Warmth, sympathy, hope

Fezziwig Caring, respected. Scrooge’s former boss

CONTEXT

The Poor Law was amended in 1834 to reduce the cost of 
helping the poor.

Those desperate for assistance and having no other option 
were sent to workhouses.

The importance of Christmas a celebration is shown by 
Dickens throughout the novella. Dickens shows the 
importance of family and love in the Christmas tradition.

Dickens wrote the novella before Christmas 1843. The novella 
highlights the plight of the poor in England. 

Ebenezer Scrooge is portrayed as a miserly owner of a London 
counting-house, a nineteenth century term for an 
accountant’s office. 

Bob Cratchit, a clerk in Ebenezer’s counting-house. He 
highlights the poor pay and working conditions of the working 
classes in Victorian society. Bob shivers in the anteroom 
because Scrooge refuses to spend money on heating coals for 
a fire.

The novella is an indictment of the way society treats the 
dispossessed. Dickens was driven by social consciousness –

Two men arrive at Scrooge’s door asking for charity for the 
poor on Christmas Eve. Charitable organisations were often 
under funded in Victorian society. Few could access charitable 
help. The attitude of Scrooge reinforced this when he refuses 
to help.

TERMINOLOGY

Allegory
When a story or poem has a 
political or moral message.

Metaphor
Describing something as if it 
is something else.

Simile 
Describing something as 
being as or like something 
else.

Personification
Human features for 
inanimate things.

Verb
‘Doing’ word (action or 
state)

Noun
Name of something/ 
someone

Adjective
Describes a noun

Adverb
Describes a verb

Personification
Giving human features to 
inanimate things.

Alliteration
Repetition of a consonant 
sound in a series of words or 
phrases

Imperative sentence
Gives a command

Exclamatory sentence
used to make exclamations

Interrogative sentence
Asks a question

Declarative sentence
makes a statement.

Hyperbole
Extreme exaggeration for 
effect

TERMINOLOGY FOR EXPLORING 
STRUCTURE:

Climax
Moment where there is an 
outcome to conflict; highest 
point in the suspense.

Contrast
Contrast - A clashing 
comparison which emphasises 
differences for dramatic effect.

Cumulative
When lots of details/ events 
build up to create a strong 
impression/ effect or 
atmosphere.

Foreshadow  
When an event helps the reader 
predict

Perspective
Point of view (can vary between 
characters/ also consider the 
writer’s perspective and the 
reader’s.)

Sentence
A set of words which make 
complete sense together. Can 
vary in structure and function 
and are crafted for maximum 
impact.

Paragraph
A distinct section of a piece of 
writing, usually dealing with a 
single theme. Consider 
cumulative and/ or dramatic 
impact within the text.

Chronological
Placing things in time order so 
that things are revealed to the 
reader in the same order as the 
characters in the text.

Hints/ allusions
References to details of plot/ 
character’s back story which 
create intrigue for the reader.

Extract Analysis
•Read the question highlighting the key words;
•Look at the clues given to you explaining a little about the extract;
•Carefully read the extract – what is happening? Who is involved? Where does it fit in with the whole text?;
•Annotate the extract for language devices;
•Consider which of your quotations (from revision) match the question for bullet point two;
•Select three quotations that ‘fit’ the question and create rough plan.

Extract analysis sentence  starters:
• One aspect of the character that the writer focuses on, or develops here is …. 
• What strikes me as important in the way the audience responds to the character/theme here is … 
•It is interesting to note that this is (early, in the middle, or late in the text) so that by this stage, the writer focuses the reader’s attention on … 
• The writer seems to want the reader to feel … (towards the character, or about the theme etc) and this is developed in the way that they…



KEY QUOTATIONS

Scrooge
/ Miser / Greed

‘Oh! but he was a tight-fisted hand at the grindstone, Scrooge! a squeezing, 
wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner!’ (S1)

Scrooge / 
Christmas

“Let me leave it alone, then, said Scrooge. "Much good may it do you! Much good it has ever done you!” (S1)

Weather / 
Pathetic Fallacy

‘Meanwhile the fog and darkness thickened so, that people ran about with flaring 
links, proffering their services to go before horses in carriages, and conduct them 
on their way…Foggier yet, and colder! Piercing, searching, biting cold.’ (S1)

Scrooge / 
Isolation

‘Scrooge! a squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous, old sinner! Hard and sharp as flint, from 
which no steel had ever struck out generous fire; secret, and self-contained, and solitary as an oyster.’ (S1)

Scrooge / 
Christmas

Every idiot who goes about with 'Merry Christmas' on his lips should be boiled 
with his own pudding, and buried with a stake of holly through his heart. (S1)

Fred / 
Friendship

"There are many things from which I might have derived good by which I have not profited, I dare say," returned the 
nephew, "Christmas among the rest. (S1)

Scrooge / Miser To Bob when he asked for Christmas off: “And yet, "said Scrooge, "and it’s not fair. 
If I was to stop half a crown for it, you’d think your-self ill used, I ‘ll be bound?” 
(S1)

Ghost of 
Marley / Fate / 
Redemption

“Without their visits, "said the Ghost,”you cannot hope to shun the path I tread. Expect the first tomorrow when the 
bell tolls one.” (S1)

Scrooge / 
Isolation

'The school is not quite deserted,' said the Ghost. 'A solitary child, neglected by his 
friends, is left there still.‘ (S2)

The Ghost of 
Christmas Past  
/ 

"What!" exclaimed the Ghost [of Christmas Past], "would you so soon put out, with worldly hands, the light I give?" 
(S2)

Belle / Greed / 
Love

“What Idol has displaced you?” he rejoined. “A golden one.”(S2) Scrooge / 
Laughter

‘…there is nothing in the world so irresistibly contagious as laughter and good humour.’ (S3)

Tiny Tim / 
Christmas / 
Social Class

A merry Christmas to us all, my dears. God bless us! God bless us, every one!“ (S3). The Ghost of 
Christmas 
Present

‘It was clothed in one simple green robe, or mantle, bordered with white fur…Girded round its middle was an 
antique scabbard; but no sword was in it.’ (S3)

Ignorance and 
want / Social 
Injustice

‘They were a boy and a girl. Yellow, meagre, ragged, scowling, wolfish; but 
prostrate, too, in their humility….This boy is Ignorance. This girl is Want.’ (S3)

Scrooge / 
Redemption

“Spirit.” he said, “this is a fearful place. In leaving it, I shall not leave its lesson, trust me. Let us go.”(S4). 

The Ghost of 
Christmas Yet 
To Come / 
Death

‘The Phantom slowly, gravely, silently approached. When it came, Scrooge bent 
down upon his knee; for in the very air through which this Spirit moved it seemed 
to scatter gloom and mystery.’ (S4)

Scrooge / 
Laughter / 
Redemption

‘Really, for a man who had been out of practice for so many years, it was a splendid laugh, a most illustrious laugh. 
The father of a long, long line of brilliant laughs.’ (S5)

Scrooge / 
Redemption

“I am as light as a feather, I am as happy as an angel, I am as merry as a schoolboy. 
I am as giddy as a drunken man. A merry Christmas to everybody. A happy New 
Year to all the world. Hallo here. Whoop. Hallo.” (S5)

Scrooge / 
Redemption

‘Scrooge was better than his word. He did it all, and infinitely more; and to Tiny Tim, who did not die, he was a 
second father.‘ (S5)

Weather / 
Pathetic Fallacy

‘Running to the window, he opened it, and put out his head. No fog, no mist; clear, 
bright, jovial, stirring, cold; cold, piping for the blood to dance to; Golden sunlight; 
Heavenly sky; sweet fresh air; merry bells. Oh, glorious. Glorious.’ (S5)

Further questions to ask yourself to improve your explanation:

•Which word in my quote is the juiciest?  Have I written about it?

•Are there any language features?

•What is the effect on the reader?  Would different readers react differently?

•What wider purpose might the writer have based on that line?

•Have you considered what comes before it and after it? i.e. does this line mark a change in atmosphere/ emphasise an 

atmosphere already created? 

•Is there more than one possible interpretation of the line? i.e. “on the one hand this could suggest that she is…, on the 

other hand she might actually be…”

•Could I link what I’ve said back to the question?

•Could I link it to anywhere else in the text?

•Could I link it to contextual information? (e.g. the writer’s life/historical information)

ZOOM IN
Analyse close up

• Look  closely at tiny 
details and discuss 
how writers use 
techniques

• Focus on single 
words or short 
phrases

ZOOM OUT
Evaluate the bigger picture

• What does it add to the overall 
plot/ presentation of character/ 
theme?

• What are the writer’s intentions 
and why have they presented 
the information like this?

• How does it relate to context?

Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present character/theme ?
Write about: 
• how Dickens presents character/theme in this extract 
• how Dickens presents character/theme in the novel as a whole. 30 marks] 

Exam Question: Both bullet points need to be addressed to achieve above a band 2 (Not necessarily equally).

‘CHRIS’ WORDS:
Conveys

Highlights
Represents

Implies
Indicates

Illustrates
Suggests 
Signifies

Symbolises


