
Command Words and Meanings 

 

Word (s) Meaning What is expected 

Assess Make an informed judgement 
You I need to make an assessment on how effective 
something is or how successful it is. 

Calculate Work out the value of something 
You are being asked to use a mathematical or statistical 
skill. 

Compare 

Give the similarities and 
differences between two or more 
items/objects/things 

If give a point for one object, you must also give it for 
the other (whether it is the same. or different). Don’t 
give just one side. 

Complete 
Finish the task by adding 
information 

You may be asked to plot data on a graph, add labels to 
a diagram or complete sentences with missing words. 

Define Give the meaning of something You don't need to explain how it works, just what it is. 

Describe Set out characteristics 

This usually means what does something look like, for 
example 'describe pattern of food insecurity from the 
map.’ 

Discuss Present different points of view 

You need to look at both positives and negatives, and to 
keep an even balance of the two. Make sure you expand 
on each point you write. It is a good idea to make a 
conclusion for your discussion. 

Evaluate 

Judge from the available 
evidence, consider all Points and 
make a conclusion 

Here you need to look at the evidence that has been 
given to you or that you have learnt about and make a 
decision on the value of the evidence and reach a 
conclusion. 

Explain Give reasons why 

You to give reason why something is as it is. For 
example, 'explain the pattern of food insecurity' means 
why are the areas of food insecurity where they are. 

Give/state/ 
name/list/ 
identify 

Give an answer from memory, 
name or locate something etc. 

A short response is expected; no description, 
explanation or expansion is required, just a simple 
answer. An example is ‘give meaning of the term food 
insecurity.’ 

Justify Support a case with evidence You must give evidence or reasons for your decision. 

Outline Set out the main characteristics 

Give the main points in a simple way, for example 
‘outline the way that trade helps deal with problems of 
development.’ 

Suggest Present a possible case 
Give some ideas, for example ‘suggest how sea defences 
can protect the coast.’ 



To what 
extent 
  

Judge the importance or success 
of a strategy, scheme or project 
etc. 

You are being asked to comment or judge something — 
how far do you agree or disagree with something? You 
will need to give both sides of the argument and support 
your answer with reasons for each point. This might 
include evidence or 
examples. You might give some exceptions. It is a good 
idea to give a conclusion. 

 


