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Careers and Alumni Newsletter  

Welcome to our Careers and Alumni newsletter for NSSFC 
 

There are many developments taking place in Careers Education nationally and this newsletter will keep you informed of 

what’s happening in Northallerton School and Sixth Form College to build on the good practice already in place at the 

school. 
 

Also each half term we will bring you real stories from ex-students of the school, telling you about their career path since 

leaving school. We hope these stories will inspire our young people to strive for their best. 

Alumni Focus 
We are delighted to be able to share an account from ex-student Victoria Robson 
  
 

‘I was a pupil at Northallerton School all the way through to 

A-Levels and left to go to university in 2011 with three  

A levels in psychology, English literature, English language 

and an AS level in textiles. I was inspired by one of my  

A-Level English teachers to go on to study English literature 

further at Northumbria University. I loved the subject and 

wanted to take it further and make teaching my career. 

At university I loved the course and Northumbria Uni was an 

incredible environment. I learned so many life skills about 

independent working and managing my own time and  

priorities whilst enjoying student life. I was given immense support whilst dealing with a family crisis and that showed 

me that anything was possible if you want it enough.  

After a placement in my third year at a secondary school in Newcastle, I decided that English literature or teaching 

wasn’t my plan and had to start thinking about what I did want to do when I graduated.  Deciding to take a different 

route, I went into events coordinating, starting with wedding planning and then ending up at Macmillan Cancer  

Support in York. After nearly a year on events management I was given the opportunity to start my own business, 

something that I had never considered and always assumed that that was what business graduates did!  

Using what I learned whilst wedding planning and my love of weddings, I created a business plan and Victoria Robson 

Bridal opened in 2015, a bridal boutique in Northallerton. I threw everything I had into the business and worked long 

hours, marketing and getting my name out in the world. Using time management skills that I learned whilst at Uni, 

online courses and help from business advisors I learned to manage my own books, accounts and grow the business 

to what it is now. The business has been open 4 years this year and we have expanded into two shops and a team of 

seven.’  



On Tuesday, 9th April, Mrs Redpath and Mr Tyreman took the Year 13 Business students to Froneri ice 
cream factory in Leeming Bar, to support a unit of work about firms that traded internationally. Once at the 
factory we were met by Seamus from logistics who gave us an introduction to what the business does and 
how they came about. He took us through a presentation that explained the rules that employees must follow 
and the core values of Froneri.  

Then it was time to take a tour of the factory, armed with ear defenders and dressed in the finest hair nets, 
hard hats and white coats, we were led round the 22 production lines, each making different products and 
saw first-hand the process a Fab ice lolly went through, from start to finish.  

The best part of the trip was the tasting (obviously!), and we each sampled the different products that the  
factory made, we even got to take some ice cream home! It's safe to say we all thoroughly enjoyed the day, 
we now have to complete the coursework... 

By James Shore Y13 Student 

Business students visit the Froneri ice cream factory 

Don’t Miss Out 

All Year 10 and 12 students are invited to attend the Aim 

Higher Careers Event with their parents/carers on  

Thursday 6th June between 6 - 8pm. This is a beneficial 

event as it provides the opportunity for students to talk to a 

wide range of employers and make contacts which could be 

useful for the future. More than 10 universities from the 

North will be attending so students can gather prospectuses 

and be inspired about opportunities at Higher Education. In  

addition students can attend a range of talks covering topics 

relating to apprenticeships, making a job application and 

the university application process.  

It’s an event not to miss! 



The Real Thing 

In April, as part of the OCR Technical Health and Social Care 

course in the sixth form, the students invited 12 children from 

Flutterbies Nursery to come into school so they could run a  

creative activities session, based around farmyard animals. After 

studying the theory regarding how creativity promotes learning, 

the students put their knowledge into practice by designing and 

delivering a short activity for the nursery children to take part in. 

After a hesitant start from the little children, they soon were 

absorbed into the exciting activities which were on offer, having 

a great time painting and making Easter chicks, animal masks, 

playdough animals and learning where animals live in the  

farmyard and what the baby animals are called. Our students 

found it very rewarding seeing the children have a fun time 

whilst learning. The Health and Social Care and CACHE  

Department have really good links with local nurseries and schools and will continue to work jointly to give our  

students a real and valuable experience of work in this area. 

Having links with local employers hugely benefits our students, so if any parents/carers would like to be  

involved in supporting the school’s careers programme, please contact Bronia Harris harris.b@northallertonschool.org.uk. 

 

The National Collaborative Outreach programme (NCOP) which is government funded, enabled over 100,000 

young people to take part in higher education outreach programmes during 2017-18. Our school is part of this 

programme which is run locally through FutureHY, which is based at York University. The aim of the programme  

is to raise the aspirations of young people and ultimately encourage them to consider going on to study at  

university. The programme is varied and provides a range of great opportunities for some of our students to get 

involved with and all of these activities support the careers programme which all students take part in. 

As part of the NCOP programme, from January – May this year a number of our students have taken part in a 

project run by the Brilliant Club,  which is an award-winning university access charity that works with schools and 

universities across the UK.  It exists to increase the number of pupils from under-represented backgrounds  

progressing to highly selective universities. Our students from Y10 and 12 have worked alongside university  

undergraduates on university style projects and they took part in their graduation ceremony on May 14th. 

Coming up, some of our Y9 students will have the opportunity to take part in a campus visit to York University. 

During the day students will get the chance to tour the campus, take part in some activities and talk to current 

university students.  We are encouraging students to take part as a way of preparing them for the decisions they 

will need to make for their future. 

In addition, further events include a STEM (Science Technology Engineering and Maths) Conference for Girls. It is 

the aim of STEM For All to allow young women (and those that identify as young women) in key stage 4 to mix 

with and learn from some of the amazing women currently employed in the STEM industries while learning about 

the range of jobs that a STEM higher education can lead to. This compliments a course which has been running 

for boys, called Marginal Gains, which aims to encourage young men to develop a positive mindset and reach 

their potential. 

 



 

Have you considered the apprenticeship route as an option after your GCSEs?  

Have a read about one of our ex-students, Jason Greaves, who has successfully pursued this route in Northallerton. 

Jason Greaves lives in Northallerton and attended Northallerton 

College where he gained his GCSEs. When considering his future 

Jason felt that university was not the route he wanted to take; 

he wanted to have a mixture of working, earning money and 

studying. Jason studied a Level 3 Engineering Diploma at  

Middlesbrough College. After a year, in 2017 Jason approached 

RS Treatments with a view to becoming an apprentice with 

them. Ross Bell, Director and Andy Kirby Sales Manager said 

“We are very lucky that Jason found us”.  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship. 

Jason was appointed to the role of  Electrical Fitter and  

continued to study at Middlesbrough College, this time on an 

Electrical Engineering Apprentice course, Level 3 (Equivalent to 

A Level at grades A – E). This usually lasts for three years, however due to the previous studying Jason had done he  

completed this course in 18 months.  

Ross and Andy said they feel it is the natural thing to do – train up an apprentice. Ross started his working life as an  

apprentice and felt it worked very well for him. “We are able to train the young person in a way that is beneficial to the  

apprentice and to the needs of the business. When a young person joins a team they bring new ideas and methods of 

working to the business”. 

Jason felt that the support he received from the training provider was good and they answered any queries he had. Jason 

attended college 1 day a week and the assessor did a work placement assessment every 6 weeks. Jason may consider  

studying for further qualifications in the future. 

Ross and Andy said “Jason is the most dedicated and keenest member of staff, first in, last out. He is the ‘go to’ member  

of staff.  As an apprentice he was teaching other members of staff and is known as ‘The Gaffa’." 

Key Dates: 
Thursday 6 June 

Aim Higher Careers 

Evening  

for Year 10 and Year 12 

Tuesday 25 June -  

Wednesday 26 June 

Bridging Days  

for Year 11 transition 

into the Sixth Form. 

Friday 28 June 

Year 12  

Careers Afternoon 

A level and OCR 

Thursday 15 August 
 

GCSE 

Thursday 22 August 

2019 

It’s not too late to apply to the 

sixth form.  
 

Application forms are available 

from reception or log onto the 

website to apply online. 

 

Bridging Days - An introduction to sixth form 

On Tuesday 25th June and Wed 26th June Prospective Year 12 students are invited 

in for an introduction to sixth form. They will meet their prospective tutors and  

current Year 12 students, sample some lessons, have an introduction to study skills 

and finish off with a social event.  Further details will follow. 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship



