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From the Head of School 
 

A text message was sent home last week 
to confirm arrangements for our new  
parent and visitor recep�on area, which 
will start opera�ng on Monday 11          
November 2019.   
 
Please can I remind you to sign in and out 
of the new parent recep�on which is   
located in our C block on East Road,     
opposite Tesco and is open:  
8.15am to 4.15pm Monday to Thursday 
8.15am—3.45pm Friday   
 
There is car parking outside and our     
recep�onist will help with your day to day 
enquiries and needs. 
 
Any mee�ngs with members of staff can 
be made via our  
enquiries@northallertonschool.org.uk 
email and our recep�on team can also 
pass on requests to meet staff.  We aim 
to respond to all enquiries within 24 
hours.   
 
For any parents who are a�ending       
progress evenings, parent forums, SAIL 
events and other a�erschool events 
please use our student recep�on area 
where you will be greeted and signed in. 
 
Can I thank all in advance of these   
changes for your co-opera�on. 
 
Vicki Rahn 
Head of School  
 

 

We Will Remember Them... 
 

My Year 9 tex�les class made tex�le poppies 
as part of a one-off remembrance lesson.  
They were given the task of using upcycles 
and re-cycled materials and given one hour 
to create a remembrance poppy to wear.  
Here are some of their finished crea�ons. 
 

Mrs K Wilson 
Technology Department 
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School News & Information 

Year 12 - ‘Drive Alive’ 
 

This year’s ‘Drive Alive’ day will take place 
on Wednesday 13th November 2019.  All 
Year 12 students are expected to a�end. 
The event is organised and run by the 
North Yorkshire County Council Road Safety 
team; including the Police, Fire Brigade and 
the Driving Standards Agency.  The aim of 
the day is to promote safe driving with       
poten�al young drivers and passengers.   
We have run this event for ten years now 
and it has always been well received by the 
students, who felt it was an invaluable     
experience.  

Water Polo Na�onal Champions! 
Our congratula�ons go to Dan Barron of 
10MLA and Ben Hodgson of 10MTU, who, as 
part of Sedgefield Water Polo Club have won 
their Na�onal Age Group championship at 
the Sunderland Aqua�c Centre at the       
weekend.  If you would like to read more 
about their achievement, please follow the 
link below: 
 

Water Polo Champions 

Year 8 SAIL Celebra�ons 
 

The celebra�ons to mark the end of our      
first Year 8 theme ‘May The Force Be With 
You’ are taking place next week. Students  
are working in groups of four to put a 
presenta�on together on the theme of ‘What 
can we do to make our new school site as 
environmentally friendly and sustainable as 
possible?’ The celebra�on is a one hour 
event in base groups, to which all parents of 
that base group are invited.  Each group of 
four will present their informa�on, showcase 
some of their great work and maybe provide 
drinks and snacks too!  
Please see below the list of when each base 
group is holding their presenta�on evening: 
 

Monday 11th November - Mr Murphy and 
Miss Johnson 
 

Tuesday 12th November - Miss Dear 
 

Wednesday 13th November - Mrs Bainbridge 
and Mrs Lopez-Beverly 
 

Thursday 14th November - Mr Myers and 
Mrs Sco� 
 

Please come along to our student recep�on 
at 3.30pm on the relevant a�ernoon.  Your 
student will meet you in recep�on and escort 
you to their base room.  
 

Miss A Cox 
Senior Teacher 

ChromeBook Update - Years 7 and 8 

Please could we remind parents and carers 
of Year 7 and Year 8 students that they 
have un�l 10th November to sign up for the 
scheme before the window closes again. 

Miss A Cox 

Senior Teacher 

 

 

Staff training 

On Thursday evening the teaching staff 
were involved in training on the use of 
chromebooks in lessons.  A total of 18 staff 
gave presenta�ons to demonstrate how 
they were making use of chromebooks in 
lessons to support students’ learning.  It 
was wonderful to hear about such a huge 
range of prac�cal ideas and strategies, the 
majority of which could be used across the 
curriculum.  

 

We recognise the huge poten�al that the 
chromebooks offer which is already         
becoming evident in our classrooms.  We 
will con�nue to share exper�se and            
strategies as a teaching staff in our training 
to ensure that they are used as effec�vely 
as possible in lessons. 
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CATERING NEWS 
 

‘Treat Fridays’  
 

Here are our ‘Treat Fridays’ for November: 
 

8th November - iced doughnuts (served at 
break). 
 

15th November - chicken burger in a bun with 
fries and baked beans. 
 

22nd November - cookies and milkshake 
(served at break). 
 
What is your child ea�ng? 
 

Parents who use ParentPay to top up a       
student lunch account can also view              
purchases. 
For those parents who give students money, 
we can offer you a print out with a summary 
of all cash credited to an account and also all 
purchases.  This will reassure you that any 
money given to students is being added to 
their school lunch account and that they are 
purchasing food in school and not on the way 
in. 
 

If you would like a print out, please contact 
Anthea Harris on: 
01609 773340 (ext. 250) or by email to: 
harris.a@northallertonschool.org.uk 
 
Mrs A Harris 
Catering Manager 

Message for Year 11 GCSE PE  Students 

A reminder that all external video footage 
for prac�cal skills and game assessment 
needs to be uploaded and given to the rele-
vant teacher by Friday 29th November, 
2019.  Any ques�ons about this, please see 
your teachers.  Thank you. 
 

PE Department 

Christmas Hamper  
Fund Raiser 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

The PSGA would like to 
ask for your help with 
the form hampers, 
which have proved very 
popular for the last few years and have       
always been a boost to our much-needed 
funds.  Each form in the past has put          
together a hamper for us to auc�on. They 
have decided on the theme, e.g. Christmas, 
chocolate, garden, pet, French, Italian, 
more chocolate, to name a few and then 
we have auc�oned them.  There is great 
compe��on between the forms and the 
class whose hamper sells for the most wins 
a prize from the PSGA.  There is usually as 
much healthy rivalry between the teachers 
as there is with the students.  We hope to 
make as much money as we can to boost 
our funds to help where we can, when      
requested. 
 

Please could we ask when your child’s form 
theme is decided, for you to donate an     
appropriate item for the said hamper.   The 
hampers will be displayed for viewing at 
school and on the website and we will ask 
people to put bids in for the hampers.         
The successful bidder will be announced 
soon a�er. For this reason, please can       
the hampers be ready before the 3rd of         
December. 
 

A list of each form’s theme will be               
published very soon. 
 

Thank you in an�cipa�on for any items   
donated and for your         
con�nued support.  
 

Yours sincerely 
  

Linda Maclean 
PSGA Secretary 
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Parents and Carers,  

As a part of your child’s educa�on at Northallerton School & Sixth Form College, we promote personal 

wellbeing and development through a comprehensive Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) 

educa�on programme. PSHE educa�on is the curriculum subject that gives children the knowledge, 

understanding, a�tudes and prac�cal skills to live safe, healthy, produc�ve lives and meet their full 

poten�al. We would like to let you know that, over the next 7 weeks, your child’s tutor group will be 

taking part in lessons which will focus on the rela�onships and sex educa�on (RSE) aspect of this     

programme.  

 
 

As a school community, we are commi�ed to working in partnership with parents; recent parental 

feedback has indicated that the overwhelming majority of parents con�nue to be highly suppor�ve of 

the rela�onships and sex educa�on programme. If you would like to find out more or discuss any   

concerns, we would urge you to contact the relevant Head of year. 

Yours sincerely, 

Tricia Green 

(Co coordinator for PSHE educa�on) 

Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 

An�-bullying: Stop 

speak support 

An�-bullying: Stop speak 

support 

Star�ng out, roman�c   

rela�onships 

Movember 1 

Online stress Rela�onship values Consent Movember 2 

Online Safety Consent Sexually Transmi�ed 

Infec�ons 

Roman�c rela�onships 

Body image 

  

Contracep�on Contracep�on Consent 

Sex�ng 

  

Paren�ng Unplanned pregnancy Contracep�on 

alcohol, the risks 

and the law 

Risky behaviours : drinking Rela�onship expecta-

�ons 

Unplanned pregnancy 

Cigare�es the risks 

and the law 

Risky behaviours : smoking  Reflec�on Reflec�on 

School News & Information 
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Good Work in Ghana! 

 

Every  couple of years, my daughter Emily and  
I go to Ghana to help and renovate a school 
and orphanage that my church - NLBC has      
connec�ons to.  This year was important, as 
the staff and parents had decided to rename 
the school Diamond Hill School (Fayef            
interna�onal school), to move away from the 
‘orphan school’ image and try and become the 
“go to” local private community school (but s�ll 
educate the poor and orphaned).  To this end, I 
made new school signs, firstly purchasing 
sheets of quality acrylic and cu�ng and 
moun�ng and packaging them to take to      
Ghana.  Then, with the offcuts and the help of 
Emily Hill, Summer Lee, Evie Lynch and Ma�lda 
Mackenzie I cut le�ers, numbers and shapes 
for use in the nursery and primary classes to 
comply with the new government syllabus 
star�ng this term.  
Rosemond, the Head of Diamond Hill school 
(who visited this school in November last year 
and sat in on a SAIL science lesson by Anna 
Cox), had asked if I could also improve the play 
area, so with money from NLBC and other      
connected churches, I built a swing frame with 
two swings, plus a tyre swing.  This was an      
instant hit but persuading the children to go 
back to lessons and to go home at the end of 
the day was much harder. 
There were also teachers on the team           
and the two from Ainderby Steeple school 
(Head Steve Crocker and Lorna Malle�), had 
immersed themselves in the new Ghana        
educa�on syllabus and produced a seminar and 
purchased the necessary teaching aids so       
Diamond Hill can fully conform to the new       
syllabus.  
We also painted the en�re ground floor of         
the old orphanage (now nursery school and 
kitchen), fi�ed a basketball net, made a table 
tennis table and made a volley ball net and 
court. 
We were a li�le busy as you can tell! 
 

Mr R Hill  
Workshop technician  
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Winter Showcase - Student performers need to see me as soon as possible - see poster below. 
 

Lyric Challenge - Open to all, develops crea�ve wri�ng, par�cularly in descrip�ve language, story 
crea�on, and in crea�ng/developing use of metaphor.  Not only for lyrics, but useful in story-
telling, poetry, speech wri�ng etc.  See poster below. 
 

Rehearsals Reminder 
Fes�val Band - Monday registra�on 
School of Rock - Monday/Wednesday a�er school (See me first!) 
Pop Choir - Tuesday a�er school  

 

Mr E Maughan, Music 

Music Department Notices 
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Johnson Group 
Dear Students, Parents and Carers 
 
I would like to bring your a�en�on to the calendar of events for the Johnson Group. 
The Johnson Group is part of our provision to stretch, challenge and inspire, it is named a�er Samuel Johnson, the 18th century 
writer who once said: 
“Your aspira�ons are your possibili�es”. 
The group exists to support our students to be the best they can be; to be aspira�onal and to consider all possibili�es.  We aim 
to share some of the world beyond school with our students; interes�ng career paths people have taken, inspira�onal speak-
ers, scien�fic research and so on.  The events are open to all unless specified below.  Parents are welcome too.  If you would 
like to come along, just come to recep�on and ask to be taken to the venue. 
If you have any ques�ons, comments, or know poten�al speakers who might be interested in taking part or in hos�ng an 
event, please get in touch. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Miss A Cox 

Date Event Notes 

Wednesday 13th November 
12.35pm in A7 

University Challenge 
First Round Heat 

Each year 9 tutor group to 
put forward a team. 

Friday 15th November 
3.15pm in A7 

Come and meet Jono Rayfield.  Jono is a former student 
of the school who is now a director of the biggest        
recruitment company in the world.  

All welcome 

Monday 18th November 
11.55am in L5 for years 7 and 8 
and 12.35pm in L5 for years 9 - 13 

Come and meet Ruth Webb. 
Ruth is a former student of the school who now works in 
a 19th century co�on mill, demonstra�ng and conserving 
the machinery, wri�ng and delivering performances and 
helping the public discover history in unorthodox ways. 

All welcome 

Wednesday 20th November 
12.35pm in A7 

University Challenge 
First Round Heat 

Each year 9 tutor group to 
put forward a team. 

Wednesday 27th November 
12.35pm in A7 

University Challenge 
First Round Heat 

Each year 9 tutor group to 
put forward a team. 

Thursday 28th November  
11.55am in L5 for years 7 and 8 
and 12.35pm in L5 for years 9 - 13 
 

Come and meet Eleanor Reynolds. Eleanor is a former 
student of the school who now     studies English Litera-
ture and Drama at the University of Manchester. She is 
keen to talk to students about her experience as a first 
year student and what it is like to study English, drama 
and film at university level.  

 

Wednesday 4th December 
12.35pm in A7 

University Challenge 
Semi-Final 

Who will make it through to 
the final? 

Wednesday 11th December 
12.35pm in A7 

University Challenge 
Semi-Final 

Who will make it through to 
the final? 

Wednesday 18th December 
12.35pm in A7 

University Challenge Final Which HOUSE will triumph? 
All welcome to watch! 

Johnson Group Calendar of Events - November to December 2019 
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DIARY DATES 

Address: Grammar School Lane, Northallerton, North Yorkshire DL6 1DD.  Phone: 01609 773340 Fax: 01609 
770265 
Head of School: Mrs V Rahn 

 

 Website: www.northallertonschool.org.uk    Email: enquiries@northallertonschool.org.uk 
 Follow us on Twitter: @nsandsfc     Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/nsandsfc 

November 
 

Monday 11th - Friday 15th  Year 11 Mock Exams  
 
w/c Monday 11th  Year 8 SAIL Celebra�ons 
 
Wednesday 13th  Drive Alive Event - Year 12 
 
Monday 18th   School Photographer, Years 10 - 13, plus catch ups  
                                             
Thursday 21st   Sixth Form Open Evening, 6.30pm - 8.30pm  
 
w/c Wednesday 25th Year 7 SAIL ‘Who Are We’ Celebra�ons 
 
Monday 25th   Parents’ Forum, 5.30pm - 6.30pm 
 
Thursday 28th   Year 11 Mock Results Event, 8.45am - 9.30am 
                 (students only) 
 
Friday 29th    Staff Training Day.  School Closed to Students 
 

December 
 

Monday 2nd   PRP1 Years 7 - 13 Issued to Parents 
 
Wednesday 4th  Awards Evening, 7.00pm - 8.30pm 
 
Thursday 5th    Year 11 Progress Evening, 3.45pm - 6.45pm 
 
Thursday 12th   Music Concert, 6.30pm - 8.30pm 
 
Thursday 19th    Year 9 Progress Evening, 3.45pm - 6.45pm 




