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From the Head of School 
To mark our respects as a school this week for         
remembrance day, our Head Boy and Girl laid a wreath 
at the memorial service in Northallerton on Sunday.  
The whole school ‘remembered’ and showed their    
respect on Monday.  I was very impressed with the 
collec�ve respect of our students and thank our      
talented musicians for their role and contribu�on on 
Monday. 
 

We have shared our new behaviour system with all 
students this week through a series of assemblies. The 
feedback I have received has been very posi�ve and 
students are looking forwards to the new focus on 
rewards. I am looking forwards to rewarding students 
with the first ‘Head of School’ awards next week.  If 
you want to remind yourselves of the new behaviour    
system then please see the le�er I sent out on Monday 
which can be viewed on our website. 
 

Thank you to everyone for helping us in the transi�on 
to our new parent and visitor recep�on area.  The 
feedback has been mostly posi�ve and parents feel it 
provides a quieter and more confiden�al space for 
conversa�ons.  To aid this transi�on further we will 
shortly be pu�ng signage up to clearly signpost visitors 
to this new area.  Please could you inform any other 
family members who may need to visit school to use 
this recep�on. 
 

Finally, I would like to say a huge well done to our Year 
11 students who have completed their two week   
�metable of trial exams.  I have seen lots of resilience, 
determina�on and effort and I am really proud of the 
a�tudes of this year group.  Students will receive their 
results in our mock results event on Thursday 28     
November which is for students only. 
 
 

Vicki Rahn 
Head of School 

LETTERS HOME 
 

You should have received, or your child should 
have brought home the following le�er this 
week: 
 

New Behaviour System 
 

If you require a paper copy, please contact 
school. 

 

NSSFC were represented at the unveiling of a 
memorial stone by Head Girl Beth Marshall 
and Head Boy Ryan Farnaby.  The ceremony 
was held in Ben Hyde Way, Northallerton, in 
memory of Lance Corporal Ben Hyde, a      
former student of our school who was one of 
six Royal Military Policemen killed on 24th 
June 2003 in Southern Iraq. 
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School News 

John Egging Trust - Blue Skies 1  
 

Year 8 students have started the Blue Skies 1 course with the John Egging Trust this term and have 
visited RAF Leeming to undertake training with course leaders in the RAF. 
 

The students visited the fire response unit and had the opportunity to use the fire tenders and       
emergency cu�ng equipment. 
 

A�er lunch, which is provided by the RAF and taken in the junior ranks mess, the students worked 
with the physical training instructor on team work and communica�on tasks which  involved        
blindfolds, and a lot of confusion! 
 

The students also had the opportunity to visit the hangar of 100 squadron and have a close up look at 
the Hawk jet fighters, then visit the squadron museum where they learned about the history of 100 
squadron and RAF Leeming. 
 

The RAF staff were very impressed with the  students’ good manners and conduct and asked that 
their praise be passed on to the school’s staff and parents. 
 

Blue skies 1 will con�nue at RAF Leeming un�l Christmas and more pictures and updates will follow.   
 

The students involved are, Lily Hutchinson-Burke, Addie Snowden, Ka�e Stocker, Anthony Kitchin, 
Ethan Kitching, Leoni Foster, Jaden Hutchinson, Tyler Turner, Keiran Cos�ck, Elio� Hunter,             
Connor Bagnall, India Pagram,  Patrick Farndale, Sam Burnside, Zach Harrison. 
 

Mr R Tyreman 
Head of Year 7 
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School News 
My Dear Jennifer 

 

Goodbye my dear Jennifer, I am afraid I may 
leave you, 
My soul alive s�ll, 
My spirit so� within you. 
 

Say goodbye to the children 
A farewell with a hug, 
I lost my very heart; 
Within their innocent eyes of love. 
 

Has been a while in these trenches, 
O’ these trenches so bleak 
Ever since my manhood did change; did peak, 
In which so many salty tears hath rolled down 
 my cheek. 
 

My eyes at the moment do nothing but leak, 
Down in these trenches 
O’ these trenches that do reek, 
Just watching the pecking; pecking of the crow’s 
 beak. 
 

Down in these trenches, 
I feel nothing but meek, 
So weary, worn down; ever so weak. 
 

But we can not find what we seek. 
 

I love you all with warm wishes, 
With deep deserted sorrow 
My heart keeps bea�ng on, 
Yet, my soul the God’s must borrow. 
 

Sing a hearty song to family and friends all in 
 one, 
Proclaim my life to all, 
Grab my hand and together we shall walk to the 
 sun. 
 

And last; to you dear Jennifer 
I’m afraid I must leave you 
Hang on to my dreams forevermore 
And never, ever forget:  I will always love you. 
 

The End I fear is near for me. 
 

by Abbie Wake, 9NST 

PE Events  

Wednesday 20th November  

Y7 Football v Risedale area cup  

Leisure Centre  

Kick off — 3.25pm  

Bugle Calls 
 

As you will know, Monday 11th November was 
Remembrance Day.  As part of our effort to 
remember those who gave their lives figh�ng 
for us, a group of our musicians paid tribute in 
the tradi�onal way, a performance of 'the Last 
Post' and 'Reveille' either side of the observed 
silence. 
 

Students included Daniel Ward (11MWI),       
Oli Hampson (9GCA), and Will Dickinson 
(7AMR). 
 

Their contribu�ons have been described as 
poignant, excellent, moving, and beau�ful. 
 

The music department and wider school 
would like to take this opportunity to thank 
the boys for their efforts. 
 

Mr E Maughan 
Music 

Christmas Jumper Day 

This year’s ’Save the Children’ fundraising 
event is on Friday 13th December.              
Students (and staff!) may wear a Christmas 
jumper (or customise an old 
jumper!) but must wear nor-
mal school trousers/skirt.   

Suggested dona�on is £1.00. 

PRP1 (PROGRESS REPORT POINT 1) 

Our first data report (PRP1) will be published 
on Monday 2 December and accessible 
through the parent portal app on SIMS 
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School News 

NEW YEAR LAUNCH OF THE HOUSE SYSTEM 
 

We had our first house assemblies last week to re-launch the house system. 
 
House systems in schools have been around nearly as long as schools. In the past, most schools had them but they 
then seemed to fall out of favour. Now they are becoming popular again, but why? 
 
Being part of a house helps younger children to se�le in to their new school quickly; this helps them to be happy 
which in turn makes them more likely to be academically successful. Having a house community as well as a class  
community encourages rela�onships across year groups - older students act like older siblings and research shows 
that children with older siblings tend to se�le into school more quickly than those without. Having these rela�onships 
has been shown to reduce anxiety and even the incidence of bullying! Older children benefit from more opportuni�es 
for leadership. 
 
The history of houses at NSSFC - in the deep, dark past of Northallerton Grammar School, there were two houses - 
Cleveland, represented by the colour blue and Wensley, represented by the colour green. Each of the houses had a cat 
- called Cleveland and Wensley! By 1960 a third house had been added - Alverton, represented by the colour red but 
no cat! 
 
Who are our houses named a�er? 
 
Usually houses are named a�er places (the old Allertonshire houses were called Langton, Sigston, Alverton and       
Foxton). We thought it would be more interes�ng to name them a�er former students. Then it got difficult! A�er a lot 
of delibera�on, we se�led on: 
 
Becca Boakes is a karate champion, at 17 she became the European champion. Becca took up karate a�er being     
bullied at primary school. Chris Byrne, the head teacher here when Becca was a student said, ““Rebecca is so mild 
mannered in school that it is hard to imagine her compe�ng in such a physical sport as karate. Her success         
demonstrates her passion, commitment and dedica�on to a mar�al art that has helped change her life.” 
 
Sylvester Cowell was born in Northallerton and was educated at Northallerton Grammar School, having won a North 
Riding County Council Scholarship to do so. He lived with Mr & Mrs Hunton, at Brompton, while he was at school, a�er 
which he joined the Merchant Navy. He was killed when his ship, the S.S. T.R. Thompson was torpedoed on Good    
Friday, 1918, with the loss of 33 lives including that of the Captain. Sylvester has no known grave but the sea and he is 
commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial in London. He was either 17 or 18 when he was killed. 
 
John Radcliffe is definitely our most famous alumnus. He was born in 1653 in Wakefield but moved to Northallerton 
with his parents and a�ended NGS. From here he went to University College, Oxford. He became a doctor and later a 
poli�cian. A mark of the importance of the man is the number of buildings that are named a�er him including the  
Radcliffe Camera, a famous library in Radcliffe Square in Oxford and the John Radcliffe Hospital, also in Oxford. John 
Radcliffe was an eminent doctor - he was the doctor for King William III un�l 1699 when he offended him by saying 
"Why truly, I would not have your Majesty's two legs for your three kingdoms." 
 
And finally, Hannah Chapman. Hannah le� Northallerton College in 1999. She studied journalism at Darlington College 
before joining the Northern Echo as a trainee reporter in 2003. She worked her way up, becoming the editor in July 
2018. Hannah is the first female editor of the Northern Echo. Newsquest Editorial Director Toby Granville said: “I’m 
delighted that Hannah will make history as the first female editor of one of the most pres�gious �tles in our group. 
She is enthusias�c, talented and totally switched on about the challenging and exci�ng �mes our industry is in. I know 
Hannah will bring a new dimension to the Northern Echo and make this great �tle even greater.” This is what Hannah 
said when she was told her that we were naming a house a�er her: “I think that having a house named a�er me at the 
school where I learned so much and made so many friends is probably the thing I am most proud of. It’s an absolute 
honour and I’m looking forward to hearing about all the great achievements of the students in Chapman house.” 
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General Information 

Correc�on - 8th November Edi�on 

We have been asked to point out that in 
last week’s ar�cle ‘Good Work in Ghana’, 
the Primary School involved was Carlton 
Minio� and not Ainderby Steeple as stated 
in the ar�cle.  Thank you. 

CATERING NEWS 
 

 ‘Treat Fridays’  
   

Here are our ‘Treat Fridays’ for November: 
 

15th November – Chicken burger in a bun with 
fries and baked beans.  
 

22nd November – cookies and milkshake. 
(Served at break). 
 

Outside Catering 
 

If you are holding a func�on/special event 
our catering department may be able to help 
you.  We can provide a wide range of items 
from cakes etc. to buffets. 
If you would like informa�on and prices, 
please contact Anthea Harris on 01609 
773340 (ext. 250) or by email to: 
harris.a@northallertonschool.org.uk.    

Message for Year 11 GCSE PE  Students 

A reminder that all external video footage 
for prac�cal skills and game assessment 
needs to be uploaded and given to the rele-
vant teacher by Friday 29th November, 
2019.  Any ques�ons about this, please see 
your teachers.  Thank you. 

PE Department 

Johnson Group - 15th November 

Come and meet Jono Rayfield - 3.15pm in 
A7 - all welcome. 

Jono is a former student of the school who 
is now a director of the biggest recruitment 
company in the world. 

University Challenge  

The first of this year’s University Challenge 
contests takes place on Wednesday 13th 
November between 9JAK (Cowell) and 
9NST (Radcliffe).  

These contests will run  each Wednesday at 
12.45pm in A7 un�l the Christmas break - 
all welcome to watch. 

Policy Updates 
 

The following policies have been updated 
and approved by the Local Governing Body 
and are now available on the school      
website: 
 

Behaviour Policy 
 

Child Protec�on Policy 
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Our careers adviser will also be there to provide and give advice and support to students. 

Hambleton & Richmondshire Area Cross Country Championship Success 

On Wednesday 13th November, 36 of our students travelled to the Hambleton Leisure Centre to compete in the 
Hambleton and Richmondshire Area cross country championships.    

All the teams put in good performances, with the Year 10 girls and Year 7 Boys both winning their respec�ve     
compe��ons, which is a fantas�c achievement for the School.  The Year 10 boys also did very well, finishing as   
runners up. Our Year 8 boys managed to finish 3rd, with the Year 9 boys and Year 8 girls finishing 4th.  The Year 7 
girls did very well in their first compe��on and managed to come 5th.    

As well as this great team success, there were also some excellent individual runs.  Will Coxon won the Year 7 boys 
race, with Archie Cann in 5th.  Amelie Hand managed 6th and Megan Burnham 10th in the Year 7 girls.  Magnus 
Gaudie and Sam Archer both achieved Top 10 finishes in the Year 8 boys, finishing 7th and 9th respec�vely.  Olivia 
Jackson-Bowers was 4th in the girls Year 8 race.  The Year 9 girls saw Becksy Wilkin come home in 4th.  The Year 10 
girls had 4 top 10 finishes, with Amy Parker 3rd, Amber Williamson 4th, Kayleigh Stewart 5th and Lucy Godfrey 
7th.  In the Year 9 boys race Charlie Morten had an excellent race finishing 6th.  The Year 10 boys race saw all our 
students come inside the top 12, with Jack Leggo� 9th, leading the way from Dan Barron 11th and Joe Corner 12th.    

Well done to all the squad and hopefully we will have success in the Area trials in early December, where students 
will have the opportunity to qualify to represent the Hambleton & Richmondshire side in the North Yorkshire 
Championships. 

Well done all 

Mr Myers 
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Community Events 
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DIARY DATES 

Address: Grammar School Lane, Northallerton, North Yorkshire DL6 1DD.  Phone: 01609 773340 Fax: 01609 
770265 
Head of School: Mrs V Rahn 

 

 Website: www.northallertonschool.org.uk    Email: enquiries@northallertonschool.org.uk 
 Follow us on Twitter: @nsandsfc     Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/nsandsfc 

November 
 
Monday 18th   School Photographer, Years 10 - 13, plus catch ups  
                                             
Thursday 21st   Sixth Form Open Evening, 6.30pm - 8.30pm  
 
w/c Wednesday 25th Year 7 SAIL ‘Who Are We’ Celebra�ons 
 
Monday 25th   Parents’ Forum, 5.30pm - 6.30pm 
 
Thursday 28th   Year 11 Mock Results Event, 8.45am - 9.30am 
      (students only) 
 
Friday 29th    Staff Training Day.  School Closed to Students 
 

December 
 

Monday 2nd   PRP1 Years 7 - 13 Issued to Parents 
 
Wednesday 4th  Awards Evening, 7.00pm - 8.30pm 
 
Thursday 5th    Year 11 Progress Evening, 3.45pm - 6.45pm 
 
Thursday 12th   Music Concert, 6.30pm - 8.30pm 
 
Friday 13th   Christmas Jumper Day 
 
Thursday 19th    Year 9 Progress Evening, 3.45pm - 6.45pm 
 
Friday 20th   Term Ends  - School re-opens Monday 6th January, 2020 




