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25th October 2018
Dear Parents and Carers,
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE INTERIM EXECUTIVE BOARD (IEB)
The last year has been difficult for the school but I believe we have made good progress in stabilising the situation and
providing a strong foundation for progressing the school’s performance back to where it should be – outstanding.
As many of you will be aware, as well as being chairman of the NSSFC governing body I am also chairman of Areté Learning
Trust (ALT) who have now been appointed as the preferred sponsor of NSSFC by the Regional Schools Commissioner. I
have always been very open about this but as we now move into the next phase of the school’s transfer from Local
Authority control, having consulted with the ALT board, I feel that to avoid a potential conflict of interest and to enable
me to concentrate on trust issues, including NSSFC joining ALT, I should stand down as a member of the IEB.
In the 10 months I have been at Northallerton I have developed an attachment to the school, staff and students and I am
sad to pull away before we have made all of the improvements we would wish to. That said, I will still be in very close
contact through ALT and will be following the school’s progress closely. My time at Northallerton means that I fully
appreciate the concerns and needs of the school and community and this will inform my decision making as part of the
ALT board.
As I leave the IEB we have taken a number of steps to strengthen it. ALT have put forward two representatives to the IEB
who have been appointed as governors:
Andy Bayston, who lives locally and is an experienced headteacher and a retired CEO of an academy trust. Andy taught at
NSSFC some time ago and also sits on the Regional Headteachers Board.
Maura Stanley, who is head of sixth form at Stokesley School, and is a key member of the senior team at the school.
Jan Linsley has also been appointed by the Local Authority to the IEB and has now taken over from me as Chairman. Jan
is a National Leader of Governance and is currently involved in supporting both maintained and academy boards of
governors. She brings this extensive knowledge and experience to the school as we work together to develop and improve
the school over the coming months and years. Professionally, Jan has worked in education for a long time and strengthens
the educational focus of the governing board. This will enhance the work of the school as well as the board. I am sure
that Jan will want to communicate her thoughts and introduce herself when she has settled into the role.
Finally, I would like to say thank you for making me feel welcome to your school at such a challenging time and that it has
been a privilege to be part of your governing body. I am sure that with this team in place Northallerton School & Sixth
Form College has a very bright future.
Yours faithfully,
Paul Bartlett
Previous Chairman, NSSFC IEB
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